Tamalpais Union High School District
Larkspur, California

COURSE OF STUDY

ECONOMICS

Introduction
A. General Purpose

Economics is a one-semester course for seniors slihvey course is theory-
based and provides students with an initial undadihg of the basic principles
and theories of micro and macro economics.

B. District Outcomes and Tam 2Century Goals:

This course addresses several of the district gtamtuoutcomes. Specifically,
Economics has a primary emphasis on the followurngames:

#1 — Communicate articulately, effectively...whereaking and writing.

#2 — Read / view and analyze material in a vaeétyisciplines

#7 — Demonstrate knowledge of the global enviramna@ad its resources.

#9 — Apply the principles of economics

#10 — Analyze and propose solutions to contemgasaues...

In addition the course has a secondary emphagisediollowing outcomes:

#3 — Use technology to access information, analya@nmunicate ideas

#4 — Demonstrate knowledge of the rights and mnesipdities of the individual...
#5 — Apply mathematical knowledge and skills talgme and solve problems.

Finally, the Tam 2000 goals of student successrstclction are addressed
through this academic required course.

C. Articulation with Department and School

Within the district social studies program, thisis®e complements and reinforces
the knowledge of economic concepts acquired byestisdn other social studies
classes such as Geography, History and Governniwever, unlike other
courses in the department, Economics provides stsddth an in-depth
examination of the theories and principles of mi@od macroeconomics.
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. L earning Outcomes: Aligned with Outcome 9, California State Standardsin
Economics and referenced to National Voluntary Standardsin Economics

A. Outcomes

1.

Given a series of modern macro economic problseecity, inflation,
unemployment, recession, etc.) students will usdédhls of monetary and
fiscal policy to analyze these problems and devstaptions. (12.1,
12.4,12.5)

Given a series of scenarios students will detnatestheir knowledge of
how markets respond to changes in supply and dem@naients will be
able to explain these changes through the useaphgrand writing. (12.2)

Students will understand how income is distebluand will examine the
consequences of unequal income distribution. $tisdshould also be
able to discuss differences in costs of living, eagarnings, taxes and
the practical application of the role of the consumn society.

Students will be able to trace the economic icagibns of living in a
consumer based society as well as personal consamgttoices and
decisions at the local, national, and global ledoficiency can be
demonstrated by completion of a case study of dtieese possible topics
(choices are not limited to thislist): Tennis shoes, foreign cars,
agricultural goods and produce, airplane ticketsgdpcts made in China,
computer software, using appropriate terminology teory. The
underlying theories of absolute and comparativeaathge will be
addressed in a cost/benefit analysis of free trdde6)

Given a series of global issues students witialestrate their knowledge
of world economic development, with an emphasishenenvironmental
and sustainable growth issues. Within this studgients will compare a
growth based economy and a steady state econoomnyg fun and short
run costs and benefits will be examined for botbneeies. (12.6)

The current state of labor in a market econantly an emphasis on
income distribution will be examined. This exantioa will include non-
market forces such as labor unions, the debatedeetwfficiency and
employment as well as other globalization forces thnpact both the
domestic and global labor market and the impadtttiese forces have on
income distribution. (12.4, 12.6)

In addition to students understanding how tee market economy works
they will also discover how the market system nalyét times.
Externalities that may arise from Market Econonwd§ be examined as
well as comparisons to command and traditionaksyst (12.1, 12.2)
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8. Students will be able to explain the fundamefatahdation of the circular
flow and business cycle and will be expected terred these models
throughout the semester course. (12.1)

9. In addition to the theoretical aspects ofdberse, students will be
introduced to personal investment opportunitiesluiding Stocks, Mutual
Funds, Retirement Accounts, and other Financigraty components
through a semester long competition and/or appkcassignments. They
also will discover other investment options as vaslthe drawbacks of
credit card debt and the impact of interest rgtEa.5)

Demonstration of knowledge: For the above concepts, students can demonstrate
their knowledge through written essays, group [@tsjeoral presentations, video
presentations or other means that the teachetsefsecific projects and

rubrics are in development and will be completed in time for the implementation

of Outcome 9.

1. Course Content and Alignment to State Standards and the National Voluntary
Standards are referenced.

Please seelist of California State Standards attached at the end of this document for
number reference

A.

F.
G.

NOTE

This list above highlights primary area of focusdividual teachers will decide the
order and emphasis presentation.

Content areas C and G are economic ideas anddhebat are taught in the District
but are not required by the California State Steshgla

Introduction to Economics and Economic Systeid 1

How economic decisions are made in societiesfttat scarcity

Aggregate Behavior of the American Economy: Intetgtion of Indicators and
Data 12.5

The Role of the Government in the Economy 12d 8.5

Introduction to Fiscal and Monetary Policy Theasyuse in counter-cyclical
measures

Income Distribution in the United States andlIthplications of the Unequal
Distribution of Income

The United States Labor Market 12.4

The Market Based Economy 12.2

Using Supply and Demand and Free Market Forcemterstand our American
Economy

Trade and Global Development 12.6

Personal Finance
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IV. Critical Thinking, Communication, Social Participation, and Valuing Skills

A. The Economics course will stress analytical egs®arch skills, as well as the
application of those skills to the course contertiese skills will be developed
within the context of the outline above.

1. Critical Thinking Skills
Data Collecting
. Using statistical abstracts, CD-ROMs, the Intearet other
reference sources not limited to economic/investfgesernment
statistic web-sites.

Information Processing

. Organizing, arranging and categorizing information
. Examining for validity and analyzing accuracy
. Differentiating between fact and opinion and detieing bias

Communication

. Synthesizing and formulating proposals based waba and
research

. Developing arguments to support proposals

. Using ideas, principles and concepts to creat®aduyat

Metacognition

. Evaluating the effectiveness of activities andguts

. Reflecting on their intellectual growth

. Discerning the underlying values and beldfdiffering points of

view

2. Communication Skills

. Producing a coherent essay

. Giving an effective oral presentation

. Participating effectively in class discussi@nd debates
3. Social Participation Skills

. Active listening

. Giving and receiving constructive feedback

. Initiating and promoting ideas

. Respecting conflicting opinions

. Persuading, compromising and bargaining betweempgr

4. Values and Valuing

. Identifying personal beliefs and values
. Recognize values underlying societal decisionsgavernment
policies
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. Take on the position of another individual thaldhealues
different than one’s own

Means of Assessment:

Students will be provided with a course outline ardescription of the methods
of assessment and grading, in writing, at the begmof the semester. Specific
project rubrics will be provided for each of the@jects assigned throughout the
course.

Course Assessment:

Currently, there is no standard course assessmeBtbnomics. Depending on
the implementation of Outcome 9 a standard cowssessment can be created.

V. Methods and Materials

A.

Methods

A variety of strategies and methodologies will Isedito implement the
curriculum and address the student outcomes. Tdiestegies include, but are
not limited to: Group discussion, individual andgp activities, teacher lecture,
reading and analysis of primary and secondary ssustudent oral and written
reports, simulations, guest speakers, intervieNvssf tests and quizzes.
Instruction will provide options for the variousal@ing modalities and ability
levels within the classroom.

Materials

1. Economics: Principlesin Action by Arthur O’Sullivan and Steve Sheffrin,
2007 Prentice Hall

2. Joint Council for Economic Education: A Guide Teachers

3. Buck Institute for Education problem based leaynprojects (see
individuals at each site)

4, There are several titles on the SS apprboeed list that can be used for
this course.

. Primary and secondary resources will be usedlastsd by teachers. See

individuals at each site for recommendations.
Infusion of Technology

Technology will be employed to assist studenthefollowing:
. Producing written work
. Preparing and performing oral presentations (Pdveant)

I\COS\SocStud\Economics Rev 02-08.doc 5



. Retrieving information on research topics

. Analyzing data, for example with tables, chartspips. (Excel)
VI.  General Information
. This is a one semester, 5-unit class for semang;h is a requirement for
graduation.
. This course satisfies the University of CaliforA& entrance requirement.
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