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TAMALPAIS UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Larkspur, California 
 

Course of Study 
 

SPANISH 1-2 
 

 I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The primary goal of the Spanish program is to enable students to communicate effectively in the 
target language in a natural setting, and to read and interpret Spanish.  Another fundamental goal 
is to promote the understanding and appreciation of Spanish cultures around the world.    
 
Spanish 1-2 is the first-year course in the sequence. It introduces the study and development of 
the basic Spanish focusing primarily on listening and reading comprehension skills. and develops 
the student’s oral and written skills in the language. This course includes cultural awareness and 
an appreciation for art and music.  
 
This course addresses the following Tam 21st Century goals: 
 
#1: To prepare our students to think conceptually, solve complex problems, acquire knowledge, 
communicate ideas and work individually and collaboratively.  
 
This course addresses the following Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
#1: Communicate effectively when speaking and writing. 
#2: Read and analyze materials in a variety of disciplines. 
#8: Communicate in a second language. 
 
 
II. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES     
 
Students will demonstrate the following outcomes in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
culture:  
1. Vocabulary Acquisition:  
 

1-1: TPRS emphasizes comprehension above all else, and since vocabulary is the chief 
component of comprehensibility, the Spanish 1/2 program places a great deal of emphasis 
on vocabulary acquisition. Most of the objective graded assessments are vocabulary tests 
and quizzes. 
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 1-2: Students will be asked to translate vocabulary from Spanish to English. 
 
2. Listening:  

 
 

2-1: When listening, students will be able to demonstrate comprehension of the various 
tenses including present, present progressive and future periphrastic. They will also 
comprehend subject and object pronouns and noun/adjective agreement.  Students' 
assessments of listening comprehension may be graded. 

 
3. Reading:  
 

3-1: When presented with a selection of reading materials, students will demonstrate 
comprehension of basic vocabulary and grammatical concepts. Chapter reviews and class 
assignments will ask students to respond to what they read in short answers (oral/written), 
true/false statements, and multiple choice formats.  Translation and paraphrasing may 
also be used to assess students’ comprehension.  Reading selections include those in the 
textbook and appropriate supplementary materials to be used at the teacher’s discretion. 
Supplementary reading materials may include authentic pamphlets, brochures and 
invitations, newspapers, comic strips, magazines and short stories.  

 
4. Speaking and Writing:  
  

4-1: The TPRS method includes verbal and written production.  However, the language 
acquisition theory on which TPRS is based maintains that production does not lead to 
acquisition.  Therefore, writing and speaking may be assessed as a measure of 
acquisition, but it is usually not graded. 

. 
4-2:TPRS gives students a long latency period and in the first year does not require a 
great deal of verbal production.   

 
4-3: Students will be able to write basic narratives related to specific course content.  The 
length of the narrative will depend on the teachers’ purpose for creating the writing 
assignment.  

  
5. Culture:  
 
 5-1: Students will understand that cultures vary greatly within the Spanish-speaking 
world. 
 
 5-2: Have a geographical understanding of where Spanish is spoken in the world. 
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III. ASSESSMENT 
 

A. Student Assessment 
 
Vocabulary quizzes and tests will be the largest part of the objective assessment. 

 
 Listening and reading comprehension assessments are frequent but not often graded.  

They may be included on tests and quizzes. These assessments include short answers, 
matching, multiple choice and open ended questions. 

 
 Students are required to earn an overall grade of “C” or 74% in the semester. 

Performance less than this will be given a “No Mark,” NM, and the student will not be 
permitted to continue in the next semester of the course.   

 
 Students will be given the grading criteria and course expectations, preferably in writing,  
 at the beginning of the course.  
 
 B. Course Assessment   
 

The Spanish 1/2 course assessment is still pending. 
 
 
IV. METHODS AND MATERIALS 
 
 A. Methods 
  
 Spanish 1/2 uses the TPRS method. TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and 

Storytelling) is a highly successful, research-based, curriculum that follows natural 
language-learning patterns. According to Stephen Krashen, a leading authority in second 
language acquisition, “Current language acquisition theory claims that we aquire 
language in only one way, when we understand messages, that is, when we obtain 
‘comprehensible input’.”   The TPRS method is designed to make everything 
comprehensible to the student, sequenced in such a way as to mirror the same steps in 
which we all learned our first language as children.  This method has been demonstrated 
to achieve great success with far less stress and anxiety on the part of the student.  We 
emphasize understandable messages and the internalization of natural patterns before we 
expect students to produce spoken or written language. 

 
 According to Valeri Marsh, TPRS has “benefits over traditional approaches to language 

teaching. Through consistent and comprehensible exposure to grammatically correct 
language, students develop an 'ear' for language. By allowing students to proceed with 
natural language acquisition, fluency is promoted. Students no longer edit their speech 
and interrupt their message to think about grammar rules–the main reason language 
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production in traditional classes is typically low and slow. The low level of stress also 
enhances fluency, invites participation and increases motivation TPRS eliminates the 
need for memorization of lengthy vocabulary lists and complex grammar rules, 
formidable stumbling blocks for most students.  

  
 B. Materials 

 
 The following instructional materials will be used: 
 Blaine Ray's TPRS Look, I Can Talk Mini-Stories 

Blaine Ray's TPRS Look, I Can Talk workbook  
 Blaine Ray's :  Pobre Ana, Patricia va a California, Casi se muere and El viaje de su vida 
 
 Teachers are encouraged to attend a TPRS training seminar. 
 
 The teacher may choose to use one or more of these supplementary materials: 

Selected short stories 
 Scholastic Spanish magazine 
 Films, slides, audio tapes and videos/DVDs 
 Songs 
 Teacher prepared materials 
 Internet learning sites 
 Software or CDs 
 Magazines, newspapers, and other print media 
  
 C. Technology  
  
 In addition to the various multimedia used in the classroom (see materials above), 

students may have the opportunity to access a wealth of new information through the use 
of advanced computer-based technology available through each school-s on-site 
computer laboratory. Internet resources may be used to gain information on language and 
cultures. Software programs may provide assistance in grammar, writing, and reading 
comprehension skills.  In this way, the course supports both language acquisition and 
computer literacy proficiency. 

 
 D. School to Career Goals 
 

Spanish 1/2 will gain an appreciation of cultural differences. 
Spanish 1/2 will begin to develop Spanish language skills that are obviously useful in the 
California job market. 

 
 E. Suggested Instructional Time Allocation 
 

Chapters 1-9 will be studied in Spanish 1/2.   
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V. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Spanish 1-2 is a two-semester, ten unit elective course. 
 
Students must achieve a "C" (74%) in both levels, 1 and 2, in order to be eligible to advance to 
the next level.  Students receiving below a 74% will get a No Mark grade and be ineligible to 
advance to the next level. 
 
 A. Prerequisites 
  
 This course is open to all students. 
 
 B. Requirements Met 
 
 . 

This course may be used as elective credit towards graduation but does not meet any 
specific graduation requirement. 

 
This course is accepted towards the “e” or “f” requirement for UC admissions. It is also 
accepted for the CSU Foreign Language requirement. 
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