
AP US History 

 

Extra Credit Documentary Film Critique:  Post World War II America 
Over the past month in this course we have been studying various political, social and economic 

changes in the United States during the decades following World War II (1950-1980).  The PBS series 

The American Experience has produced dozens of documentaries covering a wide variety of topics in 

American History from this period.  While these films are often very interesting, the narrow focus and 

length of these films limits our ability to view these in class.  Therefore, if you are interested in enriching 

your understanding of this period in US History during Spring Break, you may choose to watch an 

American Experience documentary and write an evaluation of it for a maximum of 15 points extra credit 

in the homework category of your semester grade.  

Like books or analytical essays, documentary films make an argument, use evidence to support 

the argument, and provide commentary or draw conclusions about the topic. For this extra credit 

assignment, you are asked to critique the argument, evidence and analysis presented in one of the 

documentaries listed below (or another of your choice with approval).  Follow the directions below to 

earn the most extra credit.   

 

1) Select an American Experience documentary relating to a topic in from 1950-1980.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/  (See “Time Period” filter on left of 

screen and select 1951-1960, 1961-1970 or 1971-1980) 

 

2) Watch the documentary (or an episode if part of a series) taking notes as you watch 

(these should be submitted with your critique).   

 

3) Write a critique of the documentary.  Your critique should: 

 

 Place the documentary in its proper historical context. 

 Identify the filmmaker’s thesis.  What is the main point of view expressed on why 

the topic is significant to better understanding American History? 

 Evaluate the impact of the evidence presented to support the filmmaker’s thesis. 

What details presented got your attention the most?  Why? 

 Discuss the conclusion(s) drawn by the filmmaker.  What commentary presented in 

the film was most interesting or convincing? 

 

 

Some Relevant American Experience Films on 1950s-1980s Topics: 
Tupperware    Cold War Roadshow  Soundtrack for a Revolution 

A Class Apart    Freedom Summer  Freedom Riders 

Eyes on the Prize (any episode)  The Pill    Malcolm X:  Make it Plain 

The Trials of J. Robert Oppenheimer Miss America   The Murder of Emmett Till 

1964     Chicago 1968   Citizen King 

Earth Days    George Wallace: Settin’ the Woods on Fire 

Klansville USA    My Lai    LBJ 

Nixon     Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring Return With Honor 

RFK     Roads to Memphis  Roberto Clemente 

Stonewall Uprising   Summer of Love   Two Days in October 

We Shall Remain   The Fall of Saigon  Meltdown at Three Mile Island 

Nixon’s China Game   Jimmy Carter   Reagan 

 

Due date:  Tuesday, April 19th  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/

