
AP Language and Composition 
2016 Summer Reading 

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! Next year you will be engaging in work that asks you to 

think deeply about complex issues in society: race, gender, war, to name a few.  In order to prepare for the 

work in this course, you will be reading, writing, watching, and thinking about the American criminal 

justice system.  

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: THE AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

Read and watch a film about the criminal justice system. 

Essential Questions to consider as you read the book and watch the film:  

What is the role of the American criminal justice system in our society? How do we, as citizens, ensure 

that this system is fulfilling that role? In what ways does our criminal justice system mirror society? In 

what ways does it not? 

PART A:  Read Just Mercy, a book by Bryan Stevenson* 

Read actively: annotate the book or take notes. If you purchase the book, you may use sticky notes or 

annotate on the pages. If it’s a library or borrowed book, or simply if you prefer, keep notes in a 

notebook. These notes/annotations should reflect your interaction with the text by asking questions, as 

well as your understanding of the text by identifying key points and techniques, While reading, also mark 

passages that contain non-fiction writing techniques – interviews, observations of people or places, and 

researched sources – and techniques from fiction such as allusions and figurative language. 

PART B: Short Write-up on Just Mercy 

The key components of an argument are its claim, its logic (logos), the credibility of the writer or speaker 

(ethos) and its emotional appeal (pathos). In no more than one typed page, in bullet points or 

paragraphs, identify: 

a. The central claim you believe Stevenson is making. That’s the argumentative message or thesis of 

the book. 

b. The top 3-6 reasons or examples Stevenson gives supporting this claim, as well as the top reason 

or viewpoint he acknowledges and possibly rebuts against this claim. 

c. A summary of Stevenson’s credentials and experience that qualifies him as a credible source of 

information and opinions on this subject. In addition, identify the best 3-6 expert sources that he uses to 

support his claim. 

d. A 1-2-paragraph summary of the most moving story in the book, along with 1-2 sentences 

explaining how it supports the central claim. 

Part C: Watch The Central Park 5, a documentary (full version on YouTube, Netflix or Amazon) 

Be an active participant when watching the film. Just like you did while reading the book, take notes 

that  reflect your interaction with the content of the film as well as observations of the filmmaker 

techniques.  Feel free to view the film with other students! 

*If you need a scholarship copy of Just Mercy (it costs between $10-$16), see Jolie in Main Office. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X?ie=UTF8&keywords=just%20mercy&qid=1464277244&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Ken-Burns-Central-Park-Five/dp/B00BYEZL32/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1464277327&sr=1-1&keywords=central+park+five
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb4AKTH5pCE

