
 

Period Room Email Phone 

1, 3  Room 85 gpender@tamdistrict.org 415-388-3292 ext. 5164 

The following syllabus is an illustration of the Integrated Science 3-4 Procedures. Keep this with you, as it 

provides a guide on how to do well, how assignments are collected/graded and, the classroom culture we will 

create. Please see the Course Policies and Expectations for rules and a student/guardian contract. 

 

Course Outline: In the second year of the Integrated Science program. We will cover five major units this year.  
1. Islands: learn about biological and geologic evolution through studying islands. Understand the geologic processes that form 

islands and how species change through evolution on islands.    

2. Genetics Plus: Investigating microevolution: the genetic mechanisms driving change in organisms over time alongside 

macroevolution: change at and above the species level.   

3. Biotechnology: Applying how the genetic mechanisms of driving change are altered and used in the current field of 

biotechnology.  

4. Comparative Anatomy: examining groups of animals and the physiological relationships between them.   

5. Populations and Resources: looking at necessary resources to sustain current living standards and how we manage these 

resources. Understanding the ability to sustain the world’s growing population. 

 

Grades: Grades are calculated based on a weighted average system. 

- Homework/Classwork/Binders/Warm-ups – 40% 

- Labs and Projects– 20% 

- Unit Tests and Quizzes– 30% 

- Final Exam – 10% 

 
Grades can be accessed through the Home Access Center. For registration instructions, please visit the Tam High website at 

www.tamhigh.org and click on the Support tab, then the Home Access Center link. These grades are updated periodically but not 

daily, so very recent assignments might not be uploaded. If you wish to receive credit for your work, please be sure to include 

your name, class period, and date on the assignment. I can’t give you credit if I don’t know whose work it is. 

 

Binders and Warm ups 
You will need to bring your IS ¾ binder to class every day. You will be held accountable for updating your table of contents as well as 

having your assignments in order and labeled. Your binder should be organized as follows: 

 

Binder Check: You will have frequent binder checks. These checks will be completed in class about every two 

weeks. Your peers will check for organization using a rubric that looks for: correctly completed warm-ups, 

updated TOC, TOC numbers on assignments, and assignments are present in the correct order. 

 

Warm-Ups: Warm-ups are completed in the following format. You will need two different writing utensils. 

 

Warm 

Up # 

Your Response                                                                                                                          Correct Answer 

  

 

 

Credit will be given for having the correct warm-up number, a thoughtful attempt at answering the questions, and if you 

were wrong, a correct written answer. Even if you are absent you must complete the warm ups so be sure to check with a 

classmate when you return.  

 

http://www.tamhigh.org/


 

Homework/Classwork 

You should expect to have homework every night for this class.  It is a large part of you grade and to do well in 

this class you must complete homework.  

 

Homework will be checked every day and stamped.  I will collect homework/classwork/labs in an organized 

PACKET weekly. This way we will all be able to stay on top of missing work.   

 
Sometimes homework will be from the book or completing a worksheet.  Often times, your homework will be to take notes on the 

lecture we went over in class and to answer questions online. This will give you much more exposure to the material, and repetition 

(along with critical thinking) is really the key to learning. 

 

Packets/Missing Work Procedures 

Packets and Missing Work 

1. Homework will be stamped daily while you work on warm-ups.  

2. All assignments from one week (M-F) will be organized into a packet and you will place it into the 

labeled folder with your name.  

3. Packets will be collected the following Monday (giving you the weekend to make up any work you 

didn’t complete during the week).  

4. If you are missing an assignment in the packet you must pick up a “COLOR SHEET” from the front of 

the room, fill it out and put in place of the missing assignment in the packet. 

5. Packets must be turned in, and in order, by the time we go over the warm up 

6. Each assignment will be entered into homeaccess as an individual assignment. If every assignment in a 

packet is present, and in the correct order, you will receive one extra credit point. (I will give very little 

other extra credit so this is an incentive to stay up-to-date on homework) 

7. Occasionally, I will assign a mandatory tutorial “catch-up” session.  If you have any missing work you 

will receive a special tutorial pass to come and work on the assignments you are missing.  

 

Late Work Procedures 

I assign all work because I think these assignments are crucial to your learning, therefore, I want you to 

complete the work, even if it is late.  Late work will be give HALF credit. However, you will be given three late 

passes per semester. These passes must be stapled with the late work with a COLOR SHEET when it is turned 

in to receive full credit. Late passes can be used for homework, lab write-ups, and reading questions, but cannot 

be used for tests, quizzes, or projects. 

 

If you are turning in late work: 

1. This means you already have a COLOR SHEET for the missing assignment in your binder from a 

previous packet.  

2. Complete the missing/late assignment and staple it to the COLOR SHEET (with a pass for full credit 

or without a pass for half credit).  

3. Place your late assignment in the correct tray in the Late Work Center.  

4. All late work must be turned in by the UNIT EXAM. After that all late work will be a Zero Forever. 

 

Bathroom 

 I do not have a “bathroom policy” as a young adult you should be able to determine if you need to use 

the facilities or not.  However, if you need to go, you need to raise 3 fingers as a signal.  I will nod “yes” or 

“no” depending on if it is a good time to leave the room. When you leave, you need to take the pass and sign 

out, and back in.  If I see in the record that you abuse my non-policy-bathroom-policy you will no longer be 

able to go during my class.  

 

 

 



Absences 

 If you miss class because of illness or another type of excused absence, it is YOUR responsibility to 

determine what you missed. Unless you have made prior arrangements with me, you must make up the 

assignments in the same number of classes that you were absent. For example, if you missed two classes, you 

have two additional classes to make up the work. Assignments that are missed due to unexcused absences will 

NOT be accepted.   

All homework and classwork will be posted online on my website, so when you are absent it is your 

responsibility to check there and with a classmate first. I update the website religiously, and not for my own 

benefit so be sure to use it (you may find it rewarding as I may post “secret” extra credit opportunities there). In 

the front of the room there will be a “EEEK! I was Absent” where you can find extra copies of assignments, a 

sample binder. 

 

Tests/Quizzes/Exams 

 You will be tested frequently to assess your understanding of the content.  If for some reason, you do not 

score above a 70% you will be allowed to take a retest to score up to 70% within one week of an exam.  

However, you must come to tutorial or make another appointment with Ms. Pender to ensure you know how to 

do better on the retest.  

 

Classroom Culture 

 In order to have the best learning experience as possible it is important that everyone participates in 

creating a positive classroom culture where everyone feels safe to contribute.  In order to achieve this I have 

three policies 

 

1. The check system: Depending on your class’s behavior a check system may be enforced.  The 

disciplinary system may be implemented or removed during the semester based on behavior.  

 

-For each time you cause a disruption in class, are off task, are disrespectful to your peers or to me, or 

interfere with the learning of others, etc. you will receive a check.  

-Each check keeps you a minute after class. If you cannot stay after class, you may come in during lunch 

or after school.  

-If you receive 5 checks in a class period, you will leave the class until you can return as a positive 

influence on the class in addition to the time owed after class.  

-I may also contact your guardians at any time if you are consistently a disruption. 

-If you receive 10 or more checks in a week, you will be sent to the AP. 

 

2. Family Time: I see our classroom as a family, therefore, every Friday we will spend getting to know 

one another and grow accustomed to sharing with our peers.  We will quickly arrange in a circle and 

answer a silly ice breaker question.  This time is a privilege and if it is not taken seriously, this time will 

be spent otherwise.  

 

3. Respect: Treat others as you want to be treated.  It’s as simple as that.   

 

 

Follow these three guidelines and we will have a wonderful year together! 

 

 

 


