TAMALPAIS UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Larkspur, California

Course of Study

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, Levels I and II
(ELD)

I.	 	Introduction


    ELD is a two-semester language arts course designed for the student whose native language is other 
than English and whose proficiency in English falls below fluent.  It provides the ELL students with 
language development instruction designed to develop their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills while 
following a sequential grammatical syllabus. The District offers two levels of ELD that correspond to the 
CELDT: Level 1: Beginning through Intermediate and Level 2: Early Advanced through Advanced.  It 
is one component of the District’s ELD Program, which also includes Sheltered English, social studies 
and science courses.  Resource assistance in the form of supplementary materials and tutoring facilitate 
and reinforce the ELL students’ academic instruction while they are in the program and after they have 
exited. An instructional aide may work with students individually or in small groups to teach 
prerequisite skills or to individualize the instruction.  The students are evaluated for reclassification by 
the ELD Program team on a regular basis.  The team considers the following criteria: a minimum score 
of early advanced on the listening, speaking, reading and writing sections of the CELDT, ELD 
benchmarks, academic history and curriculum mastery, grades in academic courses, District Outcomes 1 
and 2 and the Exit Exam.

Tam 21st Century Goals

Sheltered English addresses the following parts of the  Tam 21st Century Mission:

The mission of the Tamalpais Union High School District is to challenge students to broaden and 
deepen their learning experiences, to aspire to the passionate pursuit of excellence, and to develop as 
thinking and caring individuals who will leave our schools with the skills to be life long learners and to 
succeed in their personal, academic, and professional lives.


q		acquire, manage and use knowledge and skills
q	think critically and creatively
q	gain skills for success in the work place
q	pursue individual goals and aspirations

    

This course is designed to assist students in meeting the following Student Learning Outcomes:

	#1.  develop their facility in English for the purposes of learning and communicating;

#2.  gain an understanding of the process of learning English and the critical thinking skills 
        involved;

#3.  develop the skills required to pass the District’s Reading and Writing Outcomes
       and to complete the Core Literary Portfolio;
#4.  become acquainted with American culture, customs and holidays while maintaining
       pride in their own traditions;

#5.  learn practical life and study skills;

#6.  become oriented to their new environment enabling them to adjust to unfamiliar methods of
       instruction and types of school organization.


     Acquiring another language is a developmental process; consequently, the outcomes display patterns of 
language development which range from the student’s initial contact with the formal instruction in 
English to the point at which their use of English is comparable to that of their native English-speaking 
peers.  ELD takes the students through the five levels of language development based on the CELDT.   
Each level encompasses the many aspects of language proficiency, such as grammar, fluency, functions, 
pronunciation and syntax.   The students may exhibit all or some of these characteristics at these levels:

Beginning Proficiency Level  

ELL students at this level demonstrate dramatic growth.  They progress from having little or  no 
receptive or expressive English skills to possessing a basic use of English.  They are able to:

comprehend high-frequency words and basic phrases in immediate physical concrete      
   surroundings

•	produce learned words and phrases

•	communicate basic needs with gestures and actions

•	use primary language to express needs

•	demonstrate initial English print awareness

•	write familiar words and phrases

•	demonstrate understanding of familiar words, phrases and questions drawn from content 
areas
•	follow classroom routines and schedules

•	respond to questions with one-to two-word answers and gestures

•	demonstrate and use basic social conventions
	

Early Intermediate Proficiency Level  

ELL students at this level start to respond to more varied communication tasks with increasing ease.  
They are able to:


•	 comprehend a sequence of information on familiar topics as presented through stories
		and face-to-face conversations
•	 produce basic statements
•	 ask questions in direct informal exchanges on familiar and routine subjects
•	interact with a variety of familiar print as part of a group
•	recognize words and phrases from previously learned material
•	write basic personal information and short responses with structured contexts
•	use high-frequency vocabulary drawn from other content areas
•	express personal and safety needs
•	respond to questions and simple phrases

•	participate in simple face-to-face conversations with peer and others


		
	
Intermediate Proficiency Level  

ELL students at this level begin to refashion learned material to meet their immediate communication 
and learning needs.  They are able to:

•	comprehend information on familiar topics in contextualized settings

•	produce sustained conversation with others on a variety of general topics

•	interact independently with a variety of simplified print

•	write basic information and expanded responses in contextualized settings

•	comprehend main ideas and basic concepts in context areas

•	express a variety of personal and safety needs

•	respond to questions using short sentences

•	initiate simple conversations with English speakers 


Early Advanced Proficiency Level 

ELL students at this level begin to use the English language in more complex, cognitively- demanding 
situations and as a means for learning in other academic areas.  They are able to:


•	comprehend detailed information with fewer contextual clues on unfamiliar topics

•	produce, initiate and sustain spontaneous language interactions 

•	interact with increasingly complex written material while relying on context and prior 
knowledge to obtain meaning from print

•	write to satisfy limited social and academic needs with the use of learned vocabulary and 
grammatical structures

•	participate actively in all content areas

•	express more complex feelings, needs and opinions using extended oral and written production

•	participate actively in non-academic setting requiring English

Advanced Proficiency Level 

ELL students at this level communicate effectively with various audiences on a wide range  of familiar 
and new topics to meet social and academic demands.  In order to attain the English proficiency level 
of their native English-speaking peers, further linguistic enhancement and refinement are necessary.  
They are able to:


•	comprehend concrete and abstract topics and recognize language subtleties in a variety of   
communicative settings

•	produce, initiate and sustain extended interactions tailored to specific purposes and audiences

•	read, with a limited number of comprehension difficulties, grade-level written material

•	write to meet most social needs and academic demands for specific purposes and audiences

•	participate fully in all content areas at grade level

•	express and satisfy personal and safety needs in a wide variety of settings

•	participate fully in non-academic settings requiring English




II. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES



 The student outcomes below include the ELD/ELA Standards most closely related to language 
development.  They complement and reinforce the Standards in Sheltered English related to English 
literacy.   The students should demonstrate a mastery of them in the four skill areas: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing before exiting the ELD Program.  

A. The Alphabet and Basic Vocabulary (All Level I)

	1. Recite and write the alphabet and recognize letters shown in random order.
	2. Recognize, say, and write basic families of vocabulary.

B. Directives (All Level I)

	1. Tell someone to do or not to do a simple, observable action.
	2. Tell someone to do something with one or more objects.
	3. Ask someone to do something.
	4. Give directions
	5. Give advice and make suggestions.

C. Basic Questioning Skills (includes appropriate responses)   (All Level I)  

	1. Ask yes-no questions about objects, people and observable physical characteristics.
	2. Ask about the existence of objects and people.
	3. Ask for identification of objects and people.
	4. Ask simple time questions
	5. Ask basic courtesy questions.
	6. Ask wh– questions about observable physical characteristics.
	7. Ask basic information questions about people.
	8. Ask what someone has.
	9. Ask frequency questions.
	10. Ask questions about English. 
	11. Ask for something.

D. More Questioning Skills (includes appropriate responses) (All Level I except those denoted “*”)

	1. Ask about abilities, possibilities.
	2. Ask about future plans.
	3. Ask about amounts and numbers.
	4. Ask choice questions.
	5. Ask impersonal questions.
	6. Ask travel questions.
	7. Offer something.
	8. Respond to an offer.
	9. Ask about the past.
	10. Ask “ever” questions. *
	11. Ask tag questions. *

E. Basic Physical Descriptions with the Verb To Be (All Level I)
	1. Describe a simple physical arrangement of objects or people.
	2. Locate various objects or people in a particular setting.
	3. Describe obvious physical characteristics of one or more objects, places or people.
	4. Describe ctions.
	5. Compare two objects, places or people on the basis of physical characteristics.
	6. Compare more than two objects, places or people on the basis of physical characteristics.

F. More Physical Descriptions with a Variety of Verbs   (All Level I except those denoted “*”)

	1. Describe the lifestyle, daily routine or regular actions of one or more persons.
	2. Describe what one or more persons are doing right now.
	3. Describe future occurrences.
	4. Describe events or conditions that no longer exist.
	5. Describe one past action that interrupts another.
	6. Describe events or conditions that occurred at some indefinite past time. *
	7. Describe actions starting in the past and continuing into the present. *
	8. Describe actions in which the subject is the receiver of the action. *

G. Descriptions of People  (All Level I except those denoted “*”)

	1. Describe a person’s qualities and personality.
	2. Describe a person’s abilities.
	3. Describe a person’s likes, dislikes, and preferences.
	4. Describe a person’s obligations.
	5. Describe a person’s wishes, desires and plans.
	6. Describe how a person does something.
	7. Identify a peron specifically.

H. Narrative Skills   (All Level I except those denoted “*”)

	1. Relate a simple sequence of events that happened at a definite time.
	2. Relate a cause-and-effect sequence of events that happened at a definite time.
	3. Relate exceptions or qualifications to conditions or events.
	4. Relate a sequence of events connected to one another in a time relationship.
	5. Related an interrupted sequence of events. *

I. Speculative Skills   (All Level II)

	1. Speculate generally about the future.
	2. Speculate about future contingencies.
	3. Speculate contrary to fact.
	4. Speculate about the past.

J. Reportive Skills  (All Level II)

	1. Report commands.
	2. Report questions.
	3. Report statements in all different verb tenses.


K. American Culture, Customs and Holidays (Both Level I and II)

1. Identify key American leaders in a variety of fields and relate what they have contributed to      
our history and society.
2. Compare/Contrast aspects of American culture and customs with those of their native       
countries.
	3. Identify and explain the significance of key American holidays.

L. Practical Life Skills (All Level I)

	1. Make a 911 emergency phone call.
	2. Say and write their complete address and telephone number.
	3. Describe the symptoms of a common illness.
	4. Complete a job application		

	5. Write a friendly letter, thank-you note and invitation

M. Study Skills   (Both Level I and II)

	1. Develop a system for maintaining a well-organized notebook and for recording assignments.
	2. Develop note-taking skills.
	3. Demonstrate the use of text features

N. School Organization and Services  (All Level I)

	1. Identify school personnel and explain how they serve them.
	2. Relate key policies and procedures pertaining to school rules, i.e. tardies and absences.
	3. Name extra-curricular activities and organizations on their campus.

O.  Vocabulary Development Skills (Both Levels I and II)
	1. Create a dictionary of self-generated words
	2. Use common English word parts to assist in decoding unknown words
	3. Use a variety of context clues to determine the meaning of word and phrases
	4. Demonstrate an understanding of figurative and idiomatic expressions by responding to and      
             using them appropriately

III. CONTENT

	Students are expected to master the following specific content in Levels I and II as specified.  
This content parallels the Student Learning Outcomes listed in Section II.

A. The Alphabet and Basic Vocabulary (All Level I)

	1. The English alphabet
	2. Cardinal numbers
	3. Be + noun
4. Days of the week, months of the year, classroom objects, family members, parts of the body,     
  clothing, foods, colors.

B. Directives  (All Level I)

	1. Commands
	2. Direct and indirect objects.
	3. Would you...  Could you...
	4. Why don’t you... Let’s....  You’d better...
	5. Prepositions and phrases related to directions, i.e. “Next to”
	6. You should...  You’d better...  Why don’t you...  Let’s ...  Why don’t we ...

C. Basic Questioning Skills (includes appropriate responses) (All Level I)

	1. Is it a book?  Is it red?  Are you a student?
	2. Is ther a... Are there...?
	3. What’s this/that?  Who’s this/that?  What are these/those?
	4. What time is it?  When do you...?
	5. How are you?  How’s your...  What’s the matter?
	6. What color....  How many...  Where... Who...
	7. What’s your name?  Where do you live?
	8. Do you have... Does she have.. What do you have?
	9. Do you ever...  How often do you...?
	10. What does it mean?  How do you say/spell..?
	11. May I have... May I borrow... Could you lend me?
	12. Possessive adjectives and pronouns.

D. More Questioning Skills (includes appropriate responses) (All Level I except denoted by “*”)

	1. Can you...?
	2. Are you going to... Will you...?
	3. How many..  How much..?
	4. Do you want this one or that one?  Was it a boy or a girl?
	5. How do you...  How old do you have to be to ...?
	6. How do you get to...  How long does it take to ..?
	7. Do you want... Would you like..?
	8. Yes, please.  No thanks.
	9. Did you... Were you... Was he...?
	10. Have you ever... Has she ever...? *
	11. You have... haven’t you? *

E. Basic Physical Descriptions with the Verb To Be   (All Level I)

	1. There’s a...  Ther are...
	2. Be + prepositions (in, on, at, etc.)
	3. Be + adjective
	4. Comparative of adjectives.
	5. Superlative of adjectives.

F. More Physical Descriptions with a Variety of Verbs (All Level I except denoted by “*”)

	1. Simple present (live, lives, play, plays, etc.)
	2. Present continuous (I’m studying now)
	3. Future tenses (be going to , will, won’t, etc.)
	4. Past tense, used to isn’t/aren’t...anymore, no longer
	5. Past continuous + while, when
	6. Past perfect + already, yet *
	7. Present perfect continuous + since, for *
	8. Passive voice in all of the above verb tenses *
	9. Irregular past and past participle forms. *
	10. Two-word verbs *
	11. Gerunds as subjects. *
	12. Gerunds as objects. *

G. Descriptions of People  (All Level I except denoted by “*”)

	1. Be + adjective (nervous, pateint), Have + noun (courage)
	2. Can, know how to, be abnle to
	3. Like (to), would rather, be interested in, enjoy
	4. Should, have to, have got, must
	5. Want (to), would like (to), hope (to), be anxious to, plan (to), intend to
	6. Adverbs
	7. He’s the one who... They’re the ones whose... *

H. Narrative Skills  (All Level I except denoted by “*”)  

	1. First... Then...  Next...
	2. Because, since
	3. But, however, although
	4. Before, after, as soon as, when, while, until
	5. Part perfect + when, no sooner than *

I. Speculative Skills  (All Level I except denoted by “*”)  

	1. Modal verbs: may, might, should, must
	2. Present real conditional (If...Will...) *
	3. Wish clauses (I wish I were...), Present unreal conditional (If...would) *
4. Past unreal conditional (If..would have...), Perfect modals: should have, must have might      
have, may have, could have *

J. American Culture, Customs, and Holidays (Both Level I and II)

	1. Presidents, civil rights leaders, writers, and artists
	2. School, family, dating, shopping, polite/impolite behavior
3. Halloween. Thanksgiving, New Year’s Day, including those originating in the students’ native  
     countries, i.e. Cinco de Mayo

K. Practical Life Skills (All Level I)

	1. Essential emergency information and procedures
	2. Essential personal information
	3. Adjectives and nouns: dizzy, sick, headache, sore throat, etc.
4.  Models for job applications

	5. Models for friendly letters, thank-you notes and invitations
	



L. Study Skills (Both Level I and II)

	1. Models for notebook organization and record keeping
	2. Models for note-taking
	3. Table of contents, glossary, index, etc.

M. School Organization and Services  (Both Level I and II)

	1. School personnel and services
	2. Student handbook
	3. School bulletins

N.  Vocabulary Development Skills (Both Level I and II)


1. Methods for creating and maintaining personal dictionaries 
	  2.	English roots and affixes
	  3.	Direct teaching of sound reading strategies 
	  4. Direct teaching of figurative language in a variety of content area materials





IV.  METHODS AND MATERIALS

A.	Methods


    The teacher creates an environment rich with stimuli and cues to support a wide variety of student-centered activities that provide maximum active listening and speaking opportunities.  To maximize 
comprehension, retention and speed in acquiring English language proficiency, research shows that 
language should be used in context and in an atmosphere that is free of anxiety.  The methods in ELD 
encompass Stephen Krashen’s “ comprehensible input” hypothesis, which suggests that learners acquire 
language by “intaking” and understanding language that is a little beyond their current level of 
competence.  Using this concept, the ELD teacher provides appropriate linguistic and cognitive 
challenges by offering new information that builds on the students’ prior knowledge.  Academic 
language is also explicitly taught because without it, students are not likely to achieve success in school.  
The cognitive task drives the academic language that is taught.  It determines which sentence structures  
students need to express their ideas about the concepts they are learning.  ELD includes regular 
academic language instruction sequenced according to the students’ proficiency level.  Other approaches 
used include the Natural Approach and the Language Experience Approach.

Student learning activities include:


1.	 
	Listening comprehension exercises
2.	 
	Total Physical Response activities
3.	 
	Conversation in small groups
4.	 
	Role- playing and skits
5.	 
	Oral presentations 
6.	 
	Cooperative learning, including jigsaw activities
7.	 
	Interactive journals
8.	 
	Field trips with a focus on certain student learning outcomes


B.	Materials

Published written materials include a core grammar textbook and workbook, Focus on Grammar (levels 
1 and 2), an academic language and literacy text, Arrivals ( level 2), Idioms for Everyday Use (level 2) 
and a variety of teacher resource books for levels 1 and 2, such as Grammar on the Go, Singing USA, 
Jazz Chants and Skill Sharpeners.  Many teacher-adapted and prepared materials help tailor the 
curriculum to the specific interests and proficiency levels of the students. Audio/visual materials include 
listening comprehension tapes, slide shows and videos.  School and community resources are used to 
supplement and enrich the classroom instruction.  Guest speakers from the Peer Resource and 
Leadership classes at the school and from College of Marin are especially recommended.

C.	Technology

Students will access Internet locations such as Dave’s ESL Café and others related to the development 
of English grammar, vocabulary and idioms.  They will learn to use the library’s on-line cataloguing 
system to locate books and periodicals needed for research.   They will also use Microsoft Word for 
word processing tasks.


V. ASSESSMENT


A.	 	Student Assessment

The teacher informs the students of the course grading criteria and course expectations in writing at the 
beginning of the course.  The students also receive rubrics throughout the semester that clearly explain 
the expectations for oral presentations, writing assignments and group work.  The students are assessed 
through a variety of indicators including homework, short writing assignments, class participation, oral 
presentations, cooperative group work and quizzes.  The teacher gives tests following  units of study and 
a final examination at the end of the semester.

Examples of assessment tools and test questions might ask a student to:


1.	 
	give an oral presentation that follows the expectations on the rubric;
2.	 
	complete a cloze exercise with target words;
3.	 
	write complete sentences with target words;
4.	 
	write a friendly letter using a certain verb tense correctly;
5.	 
	select the correct part of speech of words to complete sentences;
6.	 
	identify and correct the errors in word usage in a paragraph;
7.	 
	identify the meaning of common idioms and figurative expressions;
8.	 
	answer questions about data in a graph.  


B.	Course Assessment

 At the yearly ELD Program evaluation, the ELD team evaluates the course outcomes.  One measure of 
the effectiveness of the curriculum and instruction is the progress the students have made on the oral, 
reading and writing sections of the CELDT, on which they are expected to advance at least one level per 
year.  The team also examines the students’ grades and performance on standardized tests and the District’s Learning Outcomes.  ELD is also assessed through formal and informal surveys of the 
students.




VI. GENERAL INFORMATION


A.	 	Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course.  The students’ results on the CELDT determine the level of 
the course they will take. 

B.	 	Requirements Met

This two-semester, ten-credit course may be repeated for credit at the recommendation of the ELD 
coordinator and the counselor.  Credit earned in the course may be applied toward the District’s 
graduation requirement in English.

Ten credits earned in ELD may be used in partial fulfillment of the UC “b” requirement.
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