
Chapter 22 -- Wrestling with Modernity (1918-1929)

Margaret Sanger St. Louis & Chicago Race Riots Red Scare & Palmer Raids

Sacco & Vanzetti Case Harding & Return to “Normalcy” Teapot Dome Scandal

18th Amendment & the Volstead Act Scopes “Monkey” Trial National Origins Act

“New” KKK “New Negro” & Harlem Renaissance Marcus Garvey & UNIA

1920s Literary “Lost Generation” Radio in 1920’s 1920’s Consumerism, Ads & Credit

Cars & the 1920’s Flappers & Movies in the 1920’s Causes of Great Depression 

(focus on this in next chapter)

Multiple Choice Assessment on Chapters 21 & 22 on Thursday 2/27 

The Roaring 20's: Crash Course US History #32 (First 5 minutes)

This slideshow focuses on Economic & Political Trends in RED

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfOR1XCMf7A&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=35


Political & Economic Trends of the 1920’s

During the 1920s, the “pendulum of history” swings

away from the “Progressive Era” and back towards 

the political & economic trends of the “Gilded Age”

Look at slides…ask questions when given the opportunity

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_Yp4MpRXqOe4/TK4eEkAcq-I/AAAAAAAAAOI/yiOuye5pk1Q/s1600/pendulum-swinging.jpg


Why the Conservative

Political Mood of the 

1920’s?

Majority of Americans are

“disillusioned” with idea of American 

exceptionalism abroad and 

progressivism at home after WWI

Domestically, 1920s sees a general

return of laissez-faire attitudes of late 

19th Century Gilded Age and 

glorification of individualism over 

government action

Nativist & Isolationist beliefs mainly 

influence foreign policy decisions

Rural & urban Democrats split over 

immigration & prohibition.  This 

allows Republican domination 

during the 1920s at national level



Presidents of the 20’s
“Old Guard” Republicans Dominate

Harding           Coolidge              Hoover



Warren G. Harding (1921-1923)
Largely a “do-nothing” figurehead

who promises a Return to Normalcy 

meaning a return to many Gilded Age ideals 

Rampant cronyism and increased power of 

political machines returns

Ex: Ohio Gang & Teapot Dome Scandal

“America's present need is not 

heroics but healing; not nostrums 

but normalcy; not revolution but 

restoration.”

“I have no trouble with my 

enemies. I can take care of my 

enemies in a fight. But my 

friends, my goddamned friends, 

they're the ones who keep me 

walking the floor at nights!”

“I don't know what to do or where 

to turn in this taxation matter. 

Somewhere there must be a book 

that tells all about it, where I 

could go to straighten it out in my 

mind. But I don't know where the 

book is, and maybe I couldn't read 

it if I found it.”

Harding Quotes:



Calvin Coolidge

1923-1929

Famously tight-

lipped, anti-union, 

pro-corporation 

former governor of 

Massachusetts

turned VP succeeds 

after death of 

Harding & is 

elected in 1924

“The Business of

America is 

Business”

“The man who builds a factory 

builds a temple, that the man who 

works there worships there, and to 

them is due, not scorn and blame, 

but reverence and praise.”
“Don't expect to build up the weak 

by pulling down the strong.”

Coolidge Quotes:



Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)
Stoic “Great Engineer” who supports a philosophy of  Rugged Individualism with 

a compelling personal story of hard work & volunteerism

Biggest Mistake…Bad Timing

“Economic depression 

cannot be cured by 

legislative action or 

executive pronouncement. 

Economic wounds must be 

healed by the action of the 

cells of the economic body 

- the producers and 

consumers themselves.”

“This is not a showman's 

job. I will not step out of 

character”.

Hoover Quotes:

More on Hoover & 

Great Depression later



1920’s Economic Trends
“Masterminded” by business tycoon 

Andrew Mellon who was Sect. Of 

Treasury for Harding, Coolidge & 

Hoover (1921-1929)

Main Policies:

Cut Corporate, Income & 

Inheritance Taxes 

Reduce/Loosely Enforce Regulations 

on Business

Aggressive Collection of  WWI Debt 

from Europe & Higher Tariffs on 

Foreign Imports

These type of economic policies 

still favored  by many conservatives today



A 3rd Industrial Revolution after WWI is 

sparked by rise in demand for Consumer 

Durables (ex: Domestically manufactured 

Cars & Home Appliances)

Why? 

- Cheap domestic raw materials 

- Increased efficiency of production (technology)

- Greater consumer demand after shortages during WWI 

- Reduced Foreign Competition (Europe devastated) 

- Pro Business Gov’t Policies

Ex: Henry Ford
By 1930 80% of the worlds cars 

are made and driven in the USA



20’s Corporate Trends

More business mergers in 

many industries

Ownership 

increasingly breaks from

management

Welfare Capitalism (to avoid 

gov’t involvement)

leads to union decline and 

white collar sector growth

Wages go up, weekends off, 

pensions and health 

insurance available to some

Easy credit & professionally 

crafted advertising

Chain stores, increase 

standardization

Boom in Consumerism



New technologies

& economic boom

encourage a

faster pace of change 

that sometimes clashes with 

traditional values 

Not all Americans like the

changes of 1920’s

Rapid changes lead to social 

tension between old & new

HOMEWORK

Explores Social Impacts…


