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ECONOMICS - Spring 2020 
 

Welcome to the wonderful world of economics. Everything precious in life has a cost.  - Russ Roberts 

 

Textbooks describe economics as the study of the allocation of scarce resources. That definition may be the 'what,' but 

it certainly is not the 'why.'   --  Ben Bernanke 

 
Course Objectives 

“The science of decision making,” “the study of how the world really works,” “the branch of knowledge concerned with 

the production, consumption and transfer of limited resources” – all of these are descriptions of economics. Economics is 

a graduation requirement for all California high school students, and as you may have guessed, is the focus of this course. 

This class will encourage you to apply economic theory to decision making in your life and to current events.  Below are 

the units of study for the semester:  

 

 UNIT 1:  Foundations of Economics – What are the fundamental theories of economics and how do these 

ideas apply to the real world? 

 UNIT 2:  Microeconomics – How do the laws of supply and demand influence smaller scale economic decision 

making by people & businesses and what are the real world implications of these decisions? 

 UNIT 3: Macroeconomics – How can government influence the bigger scale national economy and what are 

the implications in the real world of economic actions by the government? 

 UNIT 4:  International Economics – How do globalization and international trade influence the world 

economy and what implications in the real world and for me? 

 

Learning Activities 

In order to keep the class engaging, a variety of learning activities will be used.  These will include direct instruction, 

individual assignments, partner & group activities, readings, videos, open ended projects and more.  However, you will 

find that no matter what is on the agenda on a given day in class, your learning will be directly proportional to your effort, 

attitude and attendance.  So, to be successful, come to class every day with a curious attitude and a willingness to work. 

 

Grading 

Grades are categorized and weighted as indicated below – so, not all points are equal.   All grades will be kept in eSchool, 

updated regularly and posted on Home Access. If there is a discrepancy or a question, please come and see me. 

 

A- to A: 89.5-100%   B- to B+: 79.5-89.49%   C- to C+: 69.5-79.49%    D- to D+: 59.5-69.49%   F: 59.49% & below 

 

Assignments (30%):  Assignments will be done mostly in class and can be revised to earn up to 100% if initially 

submitted on time.  Late assignments are accepted by the end of a unit, but cannot be revised. 

 

Assessments (40%):  Short open note vocabulary/reading quizzes will be given during a unit and a comprehensive closed 

notes test will be given at the end of each unit.  Revisions of assessments can earn up to half the points lost.  For example, 

a 60% could be raised to an 80% or a 90% could be raised to a 95%.  There will be a cumulative final exam in June. 

 

Projects (30%):  Individual or group projects that give students the opportunity to demonstrate creative applications of 

economic concepts to the real world will be offered each unit.  Projects will blend independent research with a verbal, 

visual or written product. 
 

Classroom Norms & Supplies 

A respectful, friendly, curious and tolerant culture is the expectation.  Behaviors that detract from these expectations will 

result in appropriate consequences.  Basically:  Be Here, Be Ready, Be Open, Be Kind and Be Yourself.  You should 

come to class with a binder, loose leaf binder paper and a writing implement.  A textbook will be issued upon request and 

can be used for reference. 

Help 

I am more than happy to meet with you outside of class to help with an assignment or prepare for an assessment.  I can 

make myself available during Tutorial, at lunch or before/after school.  Just ask! 
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