
Principal’s Letter Mission Statement 
Tamiscal is the independent 
study/alternative high school 
that serves the students of 
the Tamalpais Union High 
School District. Our mission is 
to facilitate student learning 
in a setting that meets the 
needs of students who have 
health issues, significant off-
campus activities, necessary 
employment, family obliga-
tions or learning styles that 
make attendance at a com-
prehensive site impractical.  

T a m i s c a l  t i m e s  

Spring 2012 

N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  T a m i s c a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t y  ◊  Home of the Firebirds  

Dear Tamiscal Family, 
 

First and foremost, congratulations to the Class of 2012!  
 
Once again, the scenery and weather at the Marin Art and Garden Center in Ross was 

beautiful and by the sign of the joy on the faces of the students, families, friends, and staff 
members, the graduation ceremony was an astounding success. The student speakers and 
singers gave a small sample of the talent and well roundedness of their fellow classmates.  
As I said in my speech, the Tamiscal staff is already looking forward to seeing them back on 
campus next year to hear about the next stage in their promising lives. 

 

As many of you already know, we have some important staff members that are retiring 
at the end of this year.  I want to recognize and thank Mary Coyne and Lynn Burnes.  Mary 
has the astounding ability to connect with students at their level and provide a safe and 
comfortable relationship that allows students to reach their potential.  She already has 
plans to travel to Ireland this Fall with her family and to Mexico throughout the year.  I 
have secretly scheduled her in a few dates at Tamiscal as a substitute, so she can’t get too 
far away from us. 

 
Lynn has been the first face new students and parents have met when they have 

walked in the Tamiscal Main Office over the past decade.  Not only has she run the Main 
Office over the course of four different Principals, she has always kept the school running 
while making time to help out any student in need or going through a difficult time in their 
lives.  On behalf of the Tamiscal community, I wish them a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for their 
dedication and service to our students.  They will not be replaced. 
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Lastly, the Main Office is busy closing out this school year and finalizing plans for Au-
gust.  I will be sending all returning Tamiscal families an email at the end of June with some 
important details about the start of school in August.  While this information will be in-
cluded in our annual ‘Summer Mailing’ in August, we are using the Tamiscal website 
(tamiscal.org) more for important communications, such as Summer Reading Assignments, 
Summer Advanced Algebra/Precalculus Packets, and the ‘All School Assembly’ on August 
24th. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
Corbett Elsen, Principal 

Principal’s Letter, cont.  
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A common theme resonated among the students’ graduation speeches this year. Often 
in response to some variant of the question, “Where do you go to high school?” students 
answered in a multitude of creative ways to avoid confusion with the “other small high 
school just down the road from Redwood High”, and inevitably added that Tamiscal is an 
independent study high school. Yet the questioners undoubtedly retained their quizzical 
looks.  

 
According to the California Department of Education website, “the purpose of inde-

pendent study is to provide an alternative education program and setting for students. In-
dependent study programs are voluntary and use alternative instructional strategies that 
respond to individual student needs and learning styles.” 

 
Tamiscal graduates chose to attend an independent study high school for a variety of 

reasons—pursuit of accelerated studies or intensive extracurricular activity training, medi-
cal treatments, or work/family situations—yet each expressed how much they cherished 
the experience afforded by the opportunity. 

 
For more information about Independent Study, please click on the following links for 

the CDE and Tamiscal High: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/is/  
http://www.tamdistrict.org/tamiscal  

A Common Theme: What is an Independent Study High School?  

"Tamiscal is a 

wonderful little 

oasis in the mist of 

so many traditional 

high schools. … 

Within our unique 

community I am 

certain that 

everyone, students 

and faculty, can 

attest to some 

‘universal truths’ 

that we happily 

embrace. … 

Whatever the 

specific reason is, 

Tamiscal is a more 

authentic learning 

environment.”  

 
Excerpt from 
graduation speech, 
Ziva Schatz 
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Out with the Old . . . 

It is even more difficult to say, “in with the new” when “new” means thinking about 
the next school year before summer has barely begun. The following dates and facts will 
help you with your summer planning for returning and new Tamiscal students.  
 

Please put the following dates on your calendars or wherever you keep important in-
formation: 
Wednesday, August 22: No Tamiscal classes 

First school day for all TUHSD District schools 
Attend classes at Redwood, Drake, or Tam if you are concurrently enrolled 
Scheduled Intake meetings at Tamiscal for new students only 

Thursday, August 23: No Tamiscal classes  
2nd day of scheduled Intake meetings at Tamiscal for new students only 

Friday, August 24: Tamiscal All School Assembly & Picnic agenda (mandatory) 
8:00-10:00am: 3rd Day of scheduled Intake meetings at Tamiscal for new students 
only  
10:00am: Senior Class meeting with Susan Berkhout and Julie Gannon regarding 
Graduation/College planning 
11:00am: Tamiscal Kick-Off assembly for ALL TAMISCAL STUDENTS      
12:15pm-2:30ish: Tamiscal ALL SCHOOL Assembly & Picnic (lunch provided) 

Week of August 27: Intake meetings for returning students with Core teachers 
All Tamiscal small group classes (math, science, arts, and Spanish) fully in session 

 
**If any of the above activities conflict with a course that you are taking at Redwood, Drake or 
Tam, you are to come to the Tamiscal event and we will take care of warranted absence for you. 
For conflicts with College of Marin classes, please speak with Corbett Elsen or Susan Berkhout. 

. . . and In with the New: Getting Ready for 2012-13  

It’s that time of the school year when we say, “Out with the old and in with the new.” 
But it is just plain hard when it means saying goodbye to some of our most venerable 
teachers, staff, and graduating students. Tamiscal’s math teacher, Donna Alexander, retired 
at the end of Fall Semester, and Core teacher Mary Coyne and Senior Secretary Lynn 

Burnes will be retiring this spring. 
The Tamiscal High School Class of 
2012 also turned their tassels and 
tossed their caps to signify the 
end of their Tamiscal education. 
With time or diplomas in hand, 
both are off to explore new chap-
ters in their lives. The 2011-12 
school year has come to a close 
and the teachers and staff wish 
everyone a relaxing and fun-filled 
summer!  

Important Intake 
Information! 
 
Remember: 
 
It is extremely 

important that you 
arrive on time and 
bring a parent or legal 
guardian to your intake 
appointment. The 
schedule for 
appointments is very 
tight so your 
punctuality is essential. 

 
Students under the age 

of 18 will not be 
allowed to enroll at 
Tamiscal unless a 
parent or guardian 
signs master 
agreements and course 
agreements. 

 
Registration forms 

must be completed 
PRIOR to your 
appointment time. 
There will not be time 
during your 
appointment to 
complete paperwork. 

 
You may have a class 

earlier in the week 
before meeting with 
your supervising 
teacher. You will 
receive your schedule 
at the grade level 
meetings on Friday, 
August 24, 2012. 



Thank You! Sincere Appreciation for Jobs Done Well by Susan Berkhout 

Spring 2012  Page 4 Tamisca l  t imes 

By the Numbers: How Do Tamiscal Students Compare? 

Tamiscal is fortunate to have parents who are interested in our program and willing to 
help us out. As a small school, it is critical that we receive parent assistance so that we can 
continue to offer extras that the students enjoy.  
 
Senior Dinner 

Our seniors were recently treated to their Senior Dinner following the Mock Senate 
on May 30th. Parents surprised them with an Oscar Party in the Tamiscal garden. The red 
carpet was rolled out, the paparazzi were out in force (thank you—Michael Gough, Bonnie 
Warren, and Donna Wenig!), and each student received an Oscar (thank you—Karen 
Wexman). There was even a fortune teller to forecast their futures! 
 

Our senior dinner planning committee was Kim Schacter, Molly Shamir, Jennifer Sin-
clair, and Debbie Genzer, who came up with the theme, planned the food and got every-
thing organized. Set-up volunteers were Jane Rivera, Joanna Hutchinson, and Robert Aller-
ton. Kitchen prep, serving, and clean-up was ably handled by Mary Cosgrove, Kevin Wal-
dron, and Sarah Fields. Our personal pastry chef, Debbie Gerber, provided a beautiful se-
lection of cupcakes in many flavors that required tasting all of them! The food was delicious 
and the students really loved it. Each senior received a fleece blanket with Tamiscal High 
School 2012 embroidered on it as a memento of their time here. 
 
Graduation  

Tamiscal’s graduation is one of the nicest I have ever experienced, and each year we 
get validation of that from parents attending for the first time. It is small, intimate and in a 
lovely setting—all of which contributes to its charm. However, what makes it very special 
is the efforts on the part of parents of our underclassmen to provide sumptuous food for 
this celebration. 

 
Our volunteer chefs this year were Kim Smith, Lisa Berg, Jennifer Kern, 
Bonnie Warren, Karen Rios & her daughter, junior Julia Mace, Jen 
Klein, Joanna Hutchinson, Jennifer Green, and Diane Bradley. 
 
In addition to preparing food, we have a big shopping trip to Costco, 
Smart & Final, and the Party Store for all the extras—this was handled 
with aplomb this year by Ron Berg and Kim Smith. Thank you both! 
 
Our college and career specialist, Julie Gannon, is in charge of the 
kitchen crew and getting everything plated and presentable. Her crew 
this year was outstanding. Thank you to the Riglers, Bob & Bobbe, Bon-
nie Warren, Bettina Parrott, Linda Denis, Mary Baker, and Michelle 
Boyer. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all of these parents, to all parents who contributed fi-
nancially to the event and a special thank you to those who took advantage of corporate 
matching to double their gifts. 
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“So I would like to 
close this speech 
with a quote from 
Dr. Seuss, ‘Don’t 
cry because its 
over, smile because 
it happened.’ ”  
 
Excerpt from gradua-
tion speech, Huzaifah 
Bharucha 

2011-12 Student Awards and Scholarships  

Golden State Merit Awards:  
Alana Hutchinson, Rebecca Roth, Maya Shamir, and Brooke Wenig 

The Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD), established in 1997, provides recogni-
tion to public school graduates who have demonstrated mastery of the high school curric-
ulum in designated areas. To qualify for the GSSMD, students must be receiving a high 
school diploma and must have earned a scale score of 370 or above on six qualifying Cali-
fornia Standards Tests, which are administered under California’s Standardized Testing and 
Reporting (STAR) Program.  

 

Alana Hutchinson Maya Shamir Brooke Wenig 

10,000 Degrees Scholarship:  
Mini’imah Cook 

The 10,000 Degrees Scholarship is awarded to a stu-
dent who is planning to enroll in an undergraduate 
program leading to an associate’s degree, bachelor’s 
degree, or teaching credential in the 2012-2013 aca-
demic year. 10,000 Degrees believes everyone should 
have a chance at college. We advocate for equal edu-
cational opportunity and support students in need to 
successfully access, pursue and complete higher educa-
tion. 

Lua Pires de Almeida Leadership Award:  
Sarah Shapiro 

The Lua Pires Almeida Leadership Award is a $1,000 
award given annually in memory of Lua Pires de Almeida 
of the 2002 Team class to that graduating senior from 
the Team Program who best exemplifies those qualities 
of acceptance, inclusion, leadership, and communal re-
sponsibility that Lua so abundantly possessed during her 
lifetime. Chuck Ford presented the award to this year’s 
recipient, Sarah Shapiro. 

left to right: 
Chuck Ford and Sarah 
Shapiro 

Rebecca Roth 
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 American Government in Action 

The Carlisle Building bustled with activity on May 30th when 
Tamiscal seniors experienced the messy practice of law making. 
As part of the American Government course, students participat-
ed in the Mock Senate. During the semester-long course, they 
learned parliamentary procedures, conducted research on a num-
ber of bills related to the cybersecurity, energy reduction, and 
veterans’ rights. Upon completion of the background materials, 
the seniors donned suits, ties, and hats to play the role of a sit-
ting US Senator. After bills were introduced and debated, votes 
were cast and laws were made.  

“Laws are like sausages," goes the famous 
quote often attributed to the Prussian 
Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, "it is better 
not to see them being made." 

Huzaifah Bharucha as Sen. 
Al Franken (D-MN) in the 
midst of a filibuster. 

Senate leadership—Mary Ruane, Alana Hutchinson as Sen. Harry 
Reid (D-NV), Susan Berkhout as VP Joe Biden, Audrey Bayless as 
Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), and Ellen Strempek. 

Tyler Schacter as Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) 
and Jackson Waldron as Sen. John McCain 
(R-AZ) in a rare moment of bipartisanship. 

Anna Mahrer as Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-SC), 
Jackson Waldron as Sen John McCain (R-AZ), 
and Melanie Macri as Sen. Jon Kyle (R-AZ) 
listen intently to presentation of a bill. 

Republican side of the aisle: 
Theodore Gough as Sen. 
Mario Rubio (R-FL), Ziva 
Schatz as Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-AK), and 
Eugene Rivera as Sen. Rand 
Paul (R-KY). 

Democratic side of the 
aisle: Johnna McCarthy as 
Sen. Joe Lieberman ( D-
CT), Maya Shamir as Sen. 
Barbara Boxer (D-CA), 
Rebecca Roth as Sen. Diane 
Feinstein (D-CA), and Sam 
Wexman as Sen. Max Bau-
cus (D-MT). 



Dinner with the Seniors  

Spring 2012  Page 7 
News le t ter  for  the  Tami sca l  H i gh  Schoo l  Commun i t y  ◊  Home o f  the  F i reb i rd s  

 

After all of the legislative horsetrading 
wound down to a close in the Carlisle 
Building on May 30th, the seniors shifted 
their attention to matters more civil, and 
they sat down to celebrate their accom-
plishments in style. Rivaling any State Din-
ner in Washington, DC, the Oscar-themed 
event transformed the Courtyard into a 
Hollywood-styled, glittering dining hall—
complete with red carpet, gilded plates, 
crystal goblets, beribboned napkins, and 
movie posters, not to mention a statue of 
Oscar for each of the graduates.  

Photo above left to right: 
Ziva Schatz, Johnna McCar-
thy, and Katherine Biber. 

Photo below, left to right: Tyler Schacter, 
Jackson Waldron (behind), Hannah Sinclair 
(forward), Raymond Howard, Rebecca 
Roth, Alana Hutchinson (forward), Kathe-
rine Biber (behind), Anna Mahrer 
(forward), and Johnna McCarthy. 

Photo left: table set for the 
glitterati of Tamiscal. 
 
Photo middle, left to right: 
Science and math teacher 
Jon Lew and Principal Cor-
bett Elsen. 
 
Photo right, left to right: 
Katherine Biber and Kaitlin 
Allerton. 

Photo left, left to right: 
Jackson Waldron, Huzaifah 
Bharucha, Tyler Schacter, 
Theodore Gough, Sam 
Wexman, and Henry Ste-
phens. 
 
Photo right, left to right: 
Devin Chance, Counselor 
Susan Berkhout, and 
Audrey Bayless. 
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Congratulations! Tamiscal High School’s Class of 2012   

Photo right, left to right: 
Ziva Schatz and Brooke 
Wenig. 
 
Photo far right, left to right: 
Huzaifah Bharucha, Tyler 
Schacter, Henry Stephens, 
Theodore Gough, and Sam 
Wexman.  

Photo right, left to right: 
Rebecca Roth, Maya Sha-
mir, and Tyler Schacter. 
 

Photo right, left to right: 
Alana Hutchinson, Lauren 
Infante, Anna Mahrer, Re-
becca Roth. 

 
Photo far right: Eugene 
Rivera. 
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 Class of 2012, cont.  

Photo far left: Counselor 
Susan Berkhout, Hannah 
Sinclair, Katherine Biber, 
Anna Mahrer, Genevieve 
Maguire, Kaitlin Allerton, 
Maya Shamir, Lauren Infan-
te, Brooke Wenig, and Ziva 
Schatz. 
 
Photo left, left to right: 
Melanie Macri and Johnna 
McCarthy singing during 
the ceremony. 
 

Photo far left: Teacher 
Mary Ruane with a gradu-
ate’s family. 
 
Photo middle: Teacher Jon 
Lew with a graduate’s fami-
ly member 

Photo below: Tamiscal 
Class of 2012. 

Photo far left, left to right: 
Principal Corbett Elsen, 
TUHSD Superintendent 
Laurie Kimbrel, TUHSD 
Board Trustee Bob Walter. 
 
Photo middle left, Teacher 
Karen McCredie and Col-
lege and Career Counselor 
Julie Gannon. 
 
Photo left, left to right: 
Devin Chance, Katherine 
Biber, Henry Stephens, and 
Alana Hutchinson. 
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Congratulations! Tamiscal High School’s Class of 2012   

Top Row left to right: 

Kaitlin Allerton 
Audrey Bayless 
Huzaifah Bharucha 
 

Second Row left to right: 
Katherine Biber  

Bottom Row left to right: 
Devin Chance  
Theodore Gough  

Photo right: Tamiscal staff 
before the graduation cere-
mony, left to right: Jennifer 
Noland, Ellen Strempek 
(behind), Renee Glenn 
(behind), Iris Meyers, Mary 
Coyne, Rosemary Eagan, 
and Raymond Howard. 

Photo far right: In full grad-
uation regalia, left to right: 
Rebecca Roth, Johnna 
McCarthy, Audrey Bayless, 
and Melanie Macri. 

Photo far right: Hannah 
Sinclair gets last minute 
adjustments from Counse-
lor Susan Berkhout. 
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 Class of 2012, cont.  

Top Row left to right: 
Genevieve Maguire  
Anna Mahrer  
Johnna McCarthy  
 

Photo near left, left to 
right: Teacher Karen 
McCredie (center) with her 
graduating students: Tyler 
Schacter, Maya Shamir, 
Kaitlin Allerton, and Devin 
Chance. 
 

Photo above: Johnna 
McCarthy singing at the 
graduation ceremony. 

Second Row: 
Alana Hutchinson  
 
Photo near left: Friends and 
family. 

Bottom Row left to right: 
Lauren Infante 
Melanie Macri 
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 Class of 2012, cont.  

Top Row left to right: 
Ziva Schatz 
Maya Shamir  

Photo far right, left to right: 
Graduates Theodore 
Gough, Ziva Schatz, Sam 
Wexman, and Anna Mah-
rer. 
 
Photo near right: Genevieve 
Maguire receiving her diplo-
ma from Principal Corbett 
Elsen. 
 
Photo middle: Melanie 
Macri singing an Etta James 
song. 
 
Photo below far right: 
Kaitlin Allerton with Princi-
pal Corbett Elsen. 

Top Row left to right: 
Eugene Rivera 
Rebecca Roth  
Tyler Schacter  
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 Class of 2012, cont.  

Top Row, left to right : 
Hannah Sinclair 
Henry Stephens  
 
Photo middle: Seniors 
Devin Chance and Audrey 
Bayless sharing a celebrato-
ry moment. 
 
Second Row, left to right: 
Jackson Waldron 
Brooke Wenig 
 
Photo below: Devin 
Chance receiving his diplo-
ma from Principal Corbett 
Elsen. 

Photo far left: Audrey Bay-
less with friends/family. 
 
Photo middle: Genevieve 
Maguire with friends /
family. 
 
Photo near left: Melanie 
Macri. 

Photo far left: The final toss 
of the cap after the turning 
of the tassels. 

 

Bottom Row: 

Sam Wexman  
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More Pictorial Memories from 2011-12 
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The City of Larkspur has once again scheduled to reconstruct the Doherty Drive road-
bed and surface, raise the street above flood levels, and provide better compliance with 
ADA requirements and safer means of travel for bicyclists and pedestrians. The City 
planned to do this work in the summer months so there would not be disruptions to traf-
fic circulation when school is in session. However, construction is prohibited during the 
nesting season of the endangered California Clapper Rail found in the vicinity. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service now requires postponement of the construction until after their nor-
mal nesting season, which ends in early August.  

 
From mid-August until mid-October, Doherty 

Drive will be closed to through traffic. During 
construction, traveling east on Doherty from 
Magnolia Avenue to Tamiscal will not be possible. 

 
Both parking lots at Redwood will remain open, 
but traveling east on Doherty from Magnolia Ave-
nue past Tamiscal to Redwood will not be possi-
ble. The preferred route will be to approach from 
Lucky Drive. 

 
Over the summer, please have a discussion with your children on how your family 

might consider using an alternative route or method of getting to and from school. Before 
school begins, suggestions and more information will be disseminated by the Tamalpais Un-
ion High School District and by the City. 

Dougherty Drive Closed in September!  

Tamiscal HS 

DOHERTY DRIVE CLOSED 

“After today, we'll 
all go our separate 
ways, and journey 
on to find our 
place in the world. 
We will not, howev-
er, forget the spe-
cial times and ex-
periences that I 
know we've all had 
at Tamiscal. Tamsi-
cal has been our 
home and we have 
all grown into the 
fine young men 
and women we are 
today.  
 
Excerpt from gradua-
tion speech, Lauren 
Infante 
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Mandatory Senior 
Meeting 
 
August 19th at 
10:00 am 

College and Career News by Julie Gannon 

Seniors are anxious and excited to move on to the next step in their lives. Juniors are 
finishing this year with the excitement of having a choice in their future. While we have 
met with junior students both privately and in small groups to address the college applica-
tion process, gap year/work and junior college options, we recognize that some juniors 
may still have questions. Please remember that if our door is open, students should not 
hesitate to stop in and talk. Many students will participate in summer internships. Students 
that did not chose an internship this summer, but are interested in one for the fall, should 
contact Greg Davison at gdavison@tamdistrict.org. 

 
Every graduate of the Class of 2012 has indicated they will continue their education by 

enrolling in college in the Fall of 2012.  
 
Tamiscal students planning on attend-

ing a four-year school submitted an aver-
age of six applications. Most applied to at 
least one of the California public school 
systems (CSU or UC). To apply to the 
CSU system, students must meet certain 
course requirements and have a minimum 
GPA of 2.0 in the required coursework 
during grades 10-11. To apply to the UC 
system, students must also meet certain 
course requirements and have a minimum 
of GPA of 3.0 in required coursework 
during grades 10-11. Both systems require 
either the ACT/SAT. Freshmen grades do 
not count when factoring the CSU/UC 
GPA eligibility. The more competitive the 
college, the higher the average GPA is for 
accepted students. 

 
Several Tamiscal students have opted for the community college system. California 

offers admission to any of its community colleges to high school graduates or students at 
least eighteen years old. The current tuition rate is $46/unit for the California Community 
College system. Students must also complete a Math/English placement test administered 
at the college he/she will be attending. 
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 College and Career News, cont. by Julie Gannon 

Community college is an excellent way to receive career training in two years or less 
or to prepare for a transfer into a four-year college. When transferring from a community 
college to a UC/CSU, no high school work is evaluated and no SAT/ACT scores are need-
ed but students normally must complete a series of 60 transferable units. This transfer op-
tions allows certain students, who otherwise would not have been eligible, to attend a four
-year public college in California. The acceptance rate into the UC/CSU systems from a 
student coming from California community college is more than double the rate of student 
coming from another four-year school. The UC/CSU systems strive to award students 
who attend and perform at a community college. 

 
Most colleges require students to accept/decline admission offers by May 1st, and a few 

of our students struggled with this decision and used every last day to decide. In the end, 
our student’s results are quite impressive: 

 
 Students were offered admissions at varying types of institutions 
from all over including: University of Oregon, University of Puget 
Sound, University of San Francisco, Goucher College, Lewis & 
Clark, Chapman, University of Oklahoma, Cornell College, Univer-
sity of San Diego, and University of Washington. 
 
 Offers by California public schools included: UC Santa Cruz, 
UC Davis, UC Merced, UC Santa Barbara, San Francisco State, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo, Sonoma State, UC Berkeley, UCLA, San Die-
go State and UC San Diego. 
 

 Tamiscal students have chosen to attend a variety of colleges from all over the country 
including: San Francisco State, Willamette University, Cuesta Community College, Ev-
ergreen College, Loyola Marymount University, Santa Monica College, Front Range 
Community College, Savannah College of Art & Design, South Lake Tahoe Community 
College, Belmont University, College of Marin, University of Montana, City College of 
SF, Sonoma State University, UCLA, UC Davis and UC Berkeley. 

 
Whichever choices our future graduates make, we wish them much success.  

Site Council Highlights 

We would like to express our appreciation to all Site Council members for their par-
ticipation in meetings and thoughtful deliberations about funding for the needs of our 
school and students. Their commitment to Tamiscal High is laudable. 

 
If you are interested in being a parent or student representative for the 2012-13 

school year, please volunteer when nominations are accepted in the fall. Being a Site Coun-
cil member allows you to be part of the funding decisions made about the school and 
school activities. 
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All incoming Tamiscal students will be asked to read an assigned text before their first 
appointment during the week of August 29th. The link to the Summer Assignments 
webpage is http://www.tamdistrict.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3715. To access grade-level stu-
dent assignments, please click on the appropriate link on the side menu. Each reading as-
signment includes questions to ponder, essays to write and supplemental materials to re-
view, Each student should review their assignment carefully and follow the directions, and 
then do all work carefully and thoroughly on a word processor or neatly in ink. 

 
Freshman: The freshman summer reading assignment is Devil's Teeth by Susan Casey, pub-
lished in 2005. A non-fiction book, it was written by a journalist who became fascinated by 
the Farallon Islands, located just 27 miles due west of the Golden Gate Bridge. The Devil's 
Teeth is a vivid dispatch from an otherworldly outpost, a story of crossing the boundary 
between society and an untamed place where humans are neither wanted nor needed, and 
has been described as "a marvelous book—part meditation, part adventure, part natural 
history—that takes the reader on a wild ride into a strange and seductive world." .  

 
“Humans seem hard-wired to fear sharks, and yet we're also drawn to them. I 
think that fascination must come from a very old place within us. After all, sharks 
have been on the planet longer than trees! They've been adapting successfully for 
400 million years, fine-tuning their survival skills, while by geological standards, 
we were born yesterday. It makes sense that in our own development as a spe-
cies, we would respond to the presence of master predators. The fact that they 
thrive in an alien realm (water) and can suddenly burst out of their element and 
into ours, makes them seem dark and secret. Anything that isn't understood is 
feared. Almost universally, the sight of a shark—it doesn't even have to be a 
great white—triggers a sense of awe or, if you're in the water, panic.” From an 
interview with Susan Casey, 2005, Henry Holt and Company. 
 

Sophomores: In preparation for the English 3 course, sophomore’s summer reading as-
signment is the book, The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini. The Kite Runner tells the story of 
Amir, a young boy from Kabul, who befriends Hassan, the son of his father's Hazara serv-
ant. The story is set against a backdrop of tumultuous events, from the fall of Afghanistan's 
monarchy through the Soviet invasion, the mass exodus of refugees to Pakistan and the 
United States, and the rise of the Taliban regime.  
 

“I became what I am today at the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the 
winter of 1975. I remember the precise moment, crouching behind a crumbling 
mud wall, peeking into the alley near the frozen creek. That was a long time ago, 
but it’s wrong what they say about the past, I’ve learned, about how you can bury 
it. Because the past claws its way out. Looking back now, I realize I have been 
peeking into that deserted alley for the last twenty-six years.” From The Kite 
Runner by Khalid Hosseini. 

 

Adv. Alg. And 
Precalculus 
Students 
 
You Have Not 
Been Forgotten! 
 
All Advanced Algebra 
and Precalculus students 
are required to 
complete a Summer 
Packet. The website link 
is http://
www.tamdistrict.org/
Page/3714   

Summer Assignments  



Juniors: American Literature and United States History will be integrated in the junior 
year; the summer reading selection was chosen with this in mind. The Autobiography of Miss 
Jane Pittman by Ernest Gaines is a historical novel created around a fictional interview with 
an elderly African American woman who has lived 100+ years of history. Miss Jane Pittman 
is one of the most unforgettable heroines in American fiction, a woman whose life has 
come to symbolize the struggle for freedom, dignity, and justice.  

 
“ ‘We caused one death already this evening. Jimmy was right. We all killed him. We 
tried to make him follow a set of rules our people gived us long ago.’ ’’ Jules Raynard to 
Jane Pittman suggesting that the race regulations of their society and everyone's 
adherence to these rules resulted in Tee Bob's death in The Autobiography of Miss 
Jane Pittman.  

 
AP American Literature: Over the summer, you will be reading 
two novels; one from the 19th century: Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
and the other from the 1920’s, either The Sun Also Rises by Ernest 
Hemingway or The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Charlotte Bron-
te's novel, Jane Eyre (1847), is the famous tale of an orphan, who must 
overcome seemingly overwhelming odds to survive. This Gothic novel 
ventures into the nature of love, religion, an awakening, an exploration 
of the place and treatment of women and children, and much more--all 
in the form of a vivid adventure as Jane Eyre finds her way.  
 

"Prejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the heart whose 
soil has never been loosened or fertilised by education: they grow there, firm as 
weeds among stones." From Jane Eyre. 
 
“I can’t stand it to think my life is going so fast and I’m not really living it.” From 
The Sun Also Rises. 
 
“ ‘Whenever you feel like criticizing any one,’ he told me, ‘just remember the ad-
vantages that you've had…’ In consequence I'm inclined to reserve all judgments.” 
From The Great Gatsby. 
 

Economics: Students taking Economics are assigned to read Freakonomics: A Rogue Econo-
mist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, written by Steven D. Levitt, an economist, and 
Stephen J. Dubner, a New York Times columnist. As a Publisher’s Weekly review says, 
“Forget your image of an economist as a crusty professor worried about fluctuating inter-
est rates: Levitt focuses his attention on more intimate real-world issues, like whether 
reading to your baby will make her a better student. The book serves as a broad outline 
for an expanded look at Levitt's search for the hidden incentives behind all sorts of behav-
ior. Dubner and Levitt deconstruct everything from the organizational structure of drug-
dealing gangs to baby-naming patterns. Underlying all these research subjects is a belief that 
complex phenomena can be understood if we find the right perspective. Levitt has a knack 
for making that principle relevant to our daily lives.”  
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Mission Statement of the Tamalpais Union High School District 
The District is dedicated to the development of creative, passionate, and self-motivated learners. Upon gradua-
tion, students will be prepared for engaged citizenship and able to contribute individually and collaboratively in 
order to address the challenges of a dynamic and diverse world. To these ends, all students will demonstrate 
mastery of core competencies and will be offered meaningful learning experiences to enable them to access 
and critically analyze information, pose substantive questions, and communicate effectively.  

(Adopted by the Board 25-August-2009) 

Month M T W Th F Sa Su    

OCTOBER 3 4 5* 6 7 8 9 Wed 10/05/2011 Minimum Day―no afternoon students 

2011 10 11 12 13 14 15 16    

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Mon 10/17/2011 Staff Development Day― no students 

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30    

 31                   

NOVEMBER   1 2 3 4 5 6 Fri 11/04/2011 End of Grading Period 2 

2011 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Fri 11/11/2011 Veterans Day Holiday 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20    

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Wed-Fri 11/23-25/2011 Thanksgiving Recess 

 28 29 30             

DECEMBER       1 2 3 4       

2011 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Mon-Fri 12/05-09/2011 Final Exams & Book return @ Tamiscal 

 12 13 14* 15* 16* 17 18 Fri 12/16/2011 End of 1st Semester 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Mon-Mon 12/19/2011- Winter Recess 

 26 27 28 29 30 31     1/2/2012   

JANUARY             1    

2012 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Tue 01/03/2012 Teacher Work Day―no students 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Wed 01/04/2012 last day of 2nd Semester 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Fri 01/06/2012 All School Assembly 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Fri 01/13/2012 Staff Development Day―no students 

 30 31           Mon 01/16/2012 Martin Luther King Day Holiday 

FEBRUARY     1* 2 3 4 5 Wed 02/01/2012 Minimum Day―no afternoon students 

2012 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Fri 02/10/2012 End of Grading Period 4 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Mon 02/20/2012 Presidents Day 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Tue-Thu 02/21-23/2012 Recess Days 

 27 28 29         Fri 02/24/2012 Lincoln's Day  

MARCH       1 2 3 4       

2012 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Tue-Wed 03/13-14/2012 CAHSEE 

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Thu 03/15/2012 Open House 6 pm 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Mon 03/19/2012 Staff Development Day― no students 

 26 27 28 29 30 31   Fri 03/30/2012 End of Grading Period 5 

APRIL 2 3 4 5 6 7 8       

2012 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Mon-Fri 04/09-13/2012 Spring Recess 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Mon-Fri 04/16-20/2012 Star Testing 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29    

 30                   

MAY   1 2 3 4 5 6    

2012 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Mon 05/28/2012 Memorial Day Holiday 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Tue-Fri 05/29/2012- Finals Week & book return @ Tamiscal 

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27  06/01/2012  

 28 29 30 31       Wed 05/30/2012 Mock Senate 2-5 & /Sr. Dinner 5pm 

JUNE         1 2 3 Mon 06/04/2012 Grad. Practice 1 pm 

2012 4 5 6* 7* 8* 9 10 Tue 06/05/2012 Graduation 5 pm Marin Art & Garden 

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Fri 06/08/2012 End of 2nd Semester―LAST DAY 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24   OF SCHOOL 

  25 26 27 28 29 30   Mon 06/11/2012 Teacher Work Day 

Tamiscal High School 
305 Doherty Drive 
Larkspur, CA 94939 
Phone: (415) 945-3750 
Fax (415) 945-3752 
www.tamiscal.org 
 
STAFF CONTACTS 
phone: dial 945-extension 
 
Principal 
Corbett Elsen 3750 
 
Teachers 
Jennifer Noland 3758 

Math classes only 
Susan Berkhout 3757 

Master Teacher 
Mary Coyne 3750 

Master Teacher 
Ellen Strempek 3755 

Master Teacher  
Raymond Howard 

Paraeducator 
Don Kreider  

Volunteer tutor  
Jon Lew 3768 

Science & math 
Iris Meyers 3750 

Spanish 
Mary Ruane 3764 

Master Teacher & computer  
classes 

Karen McCredie 3759 
Master Teacher 

  
TEAM Program 
Chuck Ford 3799 

Teacher 
Nikole Denton 3753 

Teacher 
  
Support Staff 
Lynn Burnes 3794 

School Secretary 
Renee Glenn 3761 

Clerk IV 
Julie Gannon 3779 

College/Career Counselor 
Susan Berkhout 3757 

Counselor 
Tiarre Welsh 3762 

BACR Therapist 
 

TUHSD Board 
Members 
Monica Bonny  
Cindy McCauley  
Susan Schmidt 
Bob Walter  
John Wright  
Lauren Mahoney, Redwood 
Lauren Infante, Tamiscal 
Jon Demegillo, Tamalpais 
Tommy Comings, Drake 
Gianna Taravella, San Andreas  
 

TUHSD 
Superintendent 
Dr. Laurie Kimbrel  


