
This past year, the Drake community lost an 
incredible woman – Barbara McCune.  Barbara was a 
much beloved college and career counselor for the 
past 19 years at Drake High School. 

Barbara was an integral member of the Drake 
Scholarship Foundation as a past president and head 
of the Scholarship Committee.  Each year, she was in 
charge of publicizing the scholarships to the students, 
encouraging the students to apply, and convening the 
school committee to select the recipients of the 
scholarships.  I had the good fortune of working with 
this wonderful woman over the last six years.  I will 
never forget her.  

As a counselor, Barbara assisted thousands of 
students on their college applications over the years. 
Barbara had a way of making each student feel 
welcome. She had an uncanny knack of identifying 
the right colleges for students where they could 
thrive. 

In memory of Barbara, the Drake Scholarship 
Foundation established a scholarship in her name.  
Drake seniors Lauren Pey and Lindsay Rogers, with 
the help of Lauren’s parents Jonathan and Susan 
Pey, were instrumental in helping raise the funds to 
establish the Barbara McCune Scholarship. They 
organized a fundraiser at the Sleepy Hollow 
Clubhouse that raised over $14,000 to help endow 
the scholarship. This was both an impressive and 
selfless endeavor by these young women. These 
funds were added to those contributed directly to DSF 

by community members, friends and admirers of 
Barbara.

 
The Senior Celebration for the Drake High School 
Class of 2011 was held on May 12, 2011 at the Drake 
Student Center. In addition to the Barbara McCune 
Scholarship, there were two other newly endowed 
scholarships awarded that evening - the Jeremy 
Collins Scholarship and the Nicholas Shea 
Scholarship.

At the Senior Celebration, I was privileged to 
announce the awardees of 20 scholarships of $2,000 
each to a group of very deserving students. Profiles 
of the scholarship winners are contained in this 
newsletter.  The Celebration was a very emotional 
ceremony as the families of Barbara McCune, Jeremy 
Collins and Nicholas Shea were in attendance to help 
award the three new scholarships.  I was blown away 
by the audience response to each announcement of a 
scholarship recipient.

Enclosed in this newsletter is an envelope for your tax 
deductible donation to the Drake Scholarship 
Foundation.  We hope that you will continue to donate 
to this truly worthy cause in honor of Barbara 
McCune, Jeremy Collins, Nicholas Shea and the 
other individuals who impacted Drake High School 
over the years.

  Rick Franceschini
  President 2011-12

Twenty Scholarships of $2,000 Awarded to Drake Seniors

The Drake Scholarship Foundation proudly announces the 2011 recipients of 20 $2,000 scholarships, given in 
honor or memory of people who significantly inspired the Drake community over the school’s 60-year history. 
Recipients are selected by a committee of school staff on the basis of academic achievement, service to the 
school and community, good citizenship and financial need.

From the President
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 2010 and 2011 DSF Memorial 
 and Honorary Gifts to DSF

  In memory of:

Allison, Harold 
Belgrade, Harry
Braun, Ernest
Brown, Carl J. “Red”
Carlisle, Chester G. “Chet”
Collins, Jeremy
Conner-Sax, Kiersten
Convis Family
Convis, Mike
Cook, Rulon
Cotter, Drue
Edick, Sr., William J.
Fitzhenry, Bob
Franceschini, Coach Bob 
Gallagher, Lon
Geiger, Eve
Hagen, Ellsworth
Harper, Elizabeth
Hoch, Janet
Howard, Harry

In Honor of:

 Desmond, Sean and Terence
 Hagen, Marcia
 Johnson, Bob
 Lavin, Cap
 McDowell, Sue
 Nielsen Erika 
 Parks, Frances T.
 Perry, Tom
 Rafalo, Joe
 Tofelski, Sheilogh & Robert  

 Rick Franceschini and

New Scholarships in Memory of 
Barbara McCune, Jeremy Collins and 
Nicholas Shea

Three scholarships are new for 2011. One is in 
memory of Barbara McCune (see pg. 5 ), and the 
other two are in memory of young men who were 
both writers with numerous other creative talents.

Jeremy Collins, Class of 2010,  expressed his joy 
and wonder for life through his written words, art, 
and film.  He had that focused discipline to spend 
hours composing  poetry,  writing stories, producing  
satirical drawings,  and creating comedy shorts.  As 
a young artist who was just finding his voice, 
Jeremy loved his time at Drake, and this scholarship 
and his body of work honor the memory of his 
young life. His parents are Kevin and Anneli Collins 
of San Anselmo.

Nicholas (Nick) Shea, a 2003 Drake graduate and 
a passionate student of literature and music 
composition.  He was a natural athlete who excelled 
on the baseball diamond, twice earning varsity 
letters.  Nick earned a BS from San Diego State in 
2007, and after graduation he returned home where 
he continued to write poetry & authored a book & 
several musical scores.  His family and friends will 
always admire his gentle nature, wit, sarcasm, and 
cherished soul.   His parents are Kevin and Laura 
Shea of San Anselmo.

   

Jones, Bart & Tim
McCune, Barbara
Milani, Vincent
Millar, Don
Miller, Danny
Nicolai, Elizabeth S.
Norwood, Bob
Oman, Ruth
Parashis, Sandy
Perry, Jane Newton
Pierce, Jim
Portnoy, Josh
Shea, Nicholas
Simonds, Charles
Slaby, Peter
Sorgen, Gary
Vacha, Daniel
Williams, Archie

   

Kevin and Anneli Collins with Jackie Cunningham and 
Rick Franceschini

 Kevin and Kelsey Shea (father & sister of Nick)
with Ben Dines and Rick Franceschini
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It is the mission of the Foundation to assist worthy 
graduates to continue their education by 
providing financial assistance and also to 
recognize outstanding achievement in high school.

Griffin LeGrande - Harold Allison 
        Scholarship
Being involved in the Team Program his 
junior year allowed Griffin’s love for outdoor 
leadership to flourish. He has also 
volunteered hundreds of hours at a local 
soup kitchen and wants to dedicate his life to 
activities that benefit society. Griffin also 
participated on the wrestling, football, 
mountain biking, and baseball teams. He 
was honored with a Counselor’s Award for 
Personal Achievement. He will attend the 
University of British Columbia.
 
Sofia Hamilton - Drake Faculty Scholarship
The co-valedictorian of the class, Sofia has 
been awarded the Outstanding Achievement 
Award for almost every subject possible 
including honors geometry, advanced 
algebra, and chemistry,  and AP language & 
composition, and pre-calculus. Not only was 
she honored with Exceptional Academic 
Achievement, Class of 2011, she also 
competed in the world championship for 
mountain biking and was awarded the 
National Interscholastic Cycling Association 
Outstanding Scholar Athlete. She will study 
at UC Berkeley.

Taylor Crouch - Fairfax Police Officers 
  Association Scholarship
Taylor’s accomplishments include being an 
ASB Officer, a member of the sailing team, 
multiple Outstanding Achievement Awards, 
delegate in Washington DC for a hands-on 
government education program, American 
Legion Boys’ State delegate, Marin County 
“Youth Volunteer of the Year” winner for 2009 
and Heart of Marin Award in 11th grade for 
his volunteerism with social justice 
programs. He will attend Austin College, 
majoring in international relations and 
religion.

Sadie Cort - Frances Parks Scholarship
Sadie has participated in PALS, basketball, 
tennis, soccer, track & field, dance troop, 
safer sex educator, participant or 
chairperson of several clubs and committees 
at Drake, many that bring awareness on 
issues such as teen drinking, disabilities, 
mental health, and acceptance. She’s also 
been a peer counselor and a member of 
Honor Crew. She will spend a GAP year in 
Fiji.

Continued on p. 4
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Brian Bates - Carl “Red” Brown Scholarship
As a member of SEA-DISC, Brian obtained an 
internship at a radio station in Point Reyes where 
he co-hosts an environment and community talk 
show twice a month. He hopes to become a 
journalist. He’s played soccer all four years, 
participated in track and lacrosse, and has been an 
NCS Scholar Athlete for the past four years. Brian 
also accomplished Exceptional Academic 
Achievement, Class of 2011. He will attend Western 
Washington University.

Rachel Willis - Steve & Randy Schaffer 
  Scholarship
Rachel has been a cheerleader and a member of 
the Survey of Engineering Academy. She’s received 
numerous honors and awards, including 
Counselor’s Award for Personal Achievement, AP 
Scholar Award, Honor Crew, CSF,  and Outstanding 
Achievement in Geometry, English, and World 
History. Her outside activities include acting, 
kayaking, fishing, photography, and working with 
automobiles. She will attend Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo.

Alexandra (Lexy )Deetken - Merrill “Mike” and 
Elsie Convis Scholarship
Lexy has participated in cross-country and tennis 
while at Drake, taking 12th place in the MCAL Cross 
Country Championship. In addition to long distance 
running, she enjoys weight training, drawing & 
painting, child care, and volunteering at the local 
Milo pet shelter. With her love of animals, Lexy 
plans to become a veterinarian. She was honored 
with a Counselor’s Award for Personal 
Achievement, and will continue her studies at 
College of Marin.

Lindsay Rogers - Coach Bob Franceschini 
       Scholarship
A strong leader, Lindsay has served as ASB 
President, co-founder of Marin High School Council 
(a group of high school students who meet 
bimonthly to plan community events and discuss 
pertinent issues), and participated in Drake 
Leadership Council. She’s also a gifted athlete and 
will run cross country for Tufts University. Lindsay 
writes for the Jolly Roger and is a CSF Life 
member. She was honored with an Exceptional 
Academic Achievement award, Class of 2011.
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Stefan (Steve) Torelli - Gary Sorgen Scholarship
Steve has been a member of Drake’s varsity track & 
field team and the varsity cross country team, 
receiving the MVP, Most Inspirational Runner, and 
has been a NCS Scholar Athlete since freshman 
year. Steve has been significantly impacted by a 
rare condition that ultimately led to two surgeries on 
his legs. He turned a difficult situation into a learning 
experience and plans to become a surgeon and use 
his experience to help others. He will study at 
Eckerd College in Florida.

Andrew Vargas-Delman - Ellsworth Hagen 
       Scholarship
The Salutatorian, Class of 2011, Andrew’s honors 
and awards include being an AP Scholar with 
distinction and a Richard Judd Music Scholarship 
winner. He also takes photographs and is the copy 
editor for the Jolly Roger. He has contributed to his 
classes in ways that don’t always have a “title” to go 
along with his efforts. For example, he’s started an 
online thread in his AP Composition class where 
classmates could collaborate to get vocabulary 
words as a community. He will attend Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Ellis Garey - Joshua Portnoy Scholarship
Ellis is the co-president of the White Mountain club 
(they meet once a week to discuss ways to use their 
mini-greenhouse to make discoveries), and has 
been involved with Link Crew, PALs, and yearbook. 
Her outside activities include volunteering at Marin 
General Hospital in their SMILE program (Students 
Making Illness a Little Easier), and participating in 
the Oxbridge Academic Program. She was honored 
with Exceptional Academic Achievement, Class of 
2011 and will study at New York University.

Jesse Lee - Archie Williams Scholarship
Jesse’s passion is running and he has received 
numerous awards and medals in cross country and 
track & field. He hopes to major in accounting or 
sports marketing and also hopes to coach.  Jesse 
also helps his community restore the local area and 
will attend College of the Redwoods.

Shivani (Eve) Penberthy - Joseph Biasotti 
         Scholarship
Eve’s interests include  dance; volunteering for Safe 
Routes to Schools; interning for the Green Arts 
Festival; hiking and backpacking; reading, drawing 
& painting; and cultural anthropology. She plans to 
deepen her knowledge of Native American history 
and culture. She won Outstanding Achievement in 
ROCK, Social Studies and Drawing & Painting and 
was honored with Exceptional Academic 
Achievement, Class of 2011. She will be studying
in India through Antioch University Seattle’s 
LeapNow Program.

Alison (Ali) Mulgrew - “Chet” Carlisle Scholarship
Being a part of Leadership at Drake has meant the 
most to Ali. She’s currently the Senior Class Co-
President, Executive Officer and Commission
leader. She loves sports and has played lacrosse 
and basketball. She has also been part of
Honor Crew and CSF every semester. Ali loves kids 
and plans to become a teacher. She has been 
honored with Exceptional Academic Achievement, 
Class of 2011, and will attend Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo.

David Cowman - Daniel Joseph Vacha Scholarship
David has been a captain for the Varsity Lacrosse 
team and a participant in the Snow, Active Minds 
and the Garden clubs. He has received numerous 
North Coast Section Scholar Athlete awards for 
lacrosse, cross country, and soccer. He also 
participated in a Mexico mission for three years, 
volunteered with Special Olympics, and assisted a 
developmentally disabled person in the Marin 
Human Race. He has been honored with 
Exceptional Academic Achievement, Class of 2011 
and will attend UC Santa Cruz.

Anna Garfink - Drake Alumni & Community 
  Scholarship
Anna has participated on the mountain biking team 
and is also the co-founder/co-president of Drake’s 
Green Routes Club, an editor for the Jolly Roger, 
and a member of the Drake Gay-Straight Alliance. 
Anna was nominated for the CVNL’s annual Youth 
Volunteer award and also performs Irish step dance. 
She has multiple outstanding achievement awards 
and was honored with Exceptional Academic 
Achievement, Class of 2011. She is going to UCLA.

Laura Hunerberg - Sue McDowell Scholarship
Laura’s school activities include Leadership, varsity 
softball,  Mobius and taking AP classes. She’s 
received many honors and awards as both a scholar 

Continued on p. 6

Sue McDowell with Laura Hunerberg and 
Rick Franceschini
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Barbara McCune

Remarks delivered by Roberta Dossick at the 
remembrance and celebration of Barbara McCune on 
December 11, 2010. Roberta was the School to Career 
Liaison and served on the DSF board for eight years. She 
is moving to Portland, and we will miss her.

Sometimes in life you get lucky.  I think we can all 
agree that we got lucky – Barb touched all of our 
lives.  I feel like I hit the jackpot – I had the 
privilege of working with her and had the privilege 
of having her as a friend.  

Barb taught me so many things.  She had so many 
gifts.  When you walked into her office, she was 
yours.  It was like she had nothing else to do in 
this world but talk to you, help you sort things 
out, make things right.  It didn’t matter if you 
were a student, a staff person, a parent, a college 
rep, a tutor; everyone felt her warmth.  I would 
marvel at her calmness.  It was like when she 
woke up that morning, all she wanted to do was be 
with you.  She took away your fear, tapped into 
the good, opened up all of the possibilities.  
Always a line of students outside of her office, 
she never stopped. She taught me to pay 
attention to the details.  Everything she did was 
so beautiful.  Whether it was a Fall Fest 
fundraiser or a career day breakfast.  It was 
picture perfect.  I would just want the event to 
be over with - and she – with that twinkle in her 
eye and that perfect hair –would calm me down 
and reassure me that it will be great – and then 
help me to make it just so.   

The thing about Barb is she made everything fun.  
I remember she had to make wreath center 
pieces for a dinner at school.  There we were, in 
the conference room, knee deep in pine branches, 
which by the way – Barb knew the guy who sold 
the branches at Bon Air – knew him by name – she 
knew everyone in a 100 mile radius by name - Barb 
teaching me – an un-crafty, very uncreative 
Jewish girl from Philly – how to make a Xmas 
wreath.  Believe me, hers looked a lot different 
from mine – but that was okay.  She made 

everything okay with that twinkle in her eye and 
that perfect hair.

Barb and I were golfing buddies.  She called 
McInnis our country club.  We would sometimes be 
paired up with another golfer – a total stranger.  
By the 3rdhole, she was his friend.  By the 5th hole, 
his child was doing a hospital internship, and by 
the 7th hole they were applying to University of 
Oregon.  Barb’s golf swing was – just like her – 
smooth and steady.  She was a natural.  She 
always hit the ball straight – right down the 
fairway – just where she was aiming.  Then, me, on 
the other hand, I was often in the swampland.  
And Barb, she would come with me searching for 
my ball.  Making me laugh.  Making it fun.  Now 
anyone who has ever played golf – being in the 
swamp – it’s hard to make that fun.

She gave so much of herself and the thing was – 
she loved doing it.  It was who she was.  She lived 
her life to the fullest – taking advantage of every 
moment.  She adored her family and got so much 
joy from her grandchildren.  I guess that’s what 
we can all hope for in our lives.  She was a precious 
gift to all of us.  That twinkle in her eye and that 
perfect hair. 
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and an athlete. Laura was also the first Youth 
Commissioner to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission of San Anselmo, and has been actively 
involved as a counselor for Girl and Boy Scouts.  Her 
love for kids inspires her to become a teacher. She 
was honored with Exceptional Academic 
Achievement Class of 2011. She will attend Cabrillo 
College.

Ben Dines - Nicholas Shea Scholarship
Ben has played volleyball at Drake and been part of 
Leadership. He’s won Outstanding Achievement 
awards for several subjects He’s also part of Honor 
Crew and CSF and is actively involved in 
community service through bowling with Cedars of 
Marin. He helped at St. Rita’s homeless services and 
participated in the Mexico mission last summer. He 
was honored with Exceptional Academic 
Achievement, Class of 2011 and will attend Santa 
Clara University.

Cassandra (Cassie) Howard - Barbara McCune 
    Scholarship
Athletics have been a huge part of Cassie’s life. She 
has played a sport every season while at Drake, from 
volleyball to basketball to softball to cross-country. 
She has also been part of Leadership and a member 
of Honor Crew and CSF and won an Outstanding 
Achievement in English.  Like several family 
members before her, Cassie was part of the 
Homecoming Court her senior year.  She will attend 
Sonoma State.
Jacqueline (Jackie) Cunningham - Jeremy Collins 
           Scholarship
Jackie has been a mentor for Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, and has also been an Amigos trainer and 
volunteer. She has run for Drake’s cross country and 
track teams, played lacrosse, and acted in drama 
productions. Jackie has been part of Galileo and was 
awarded Outstanding Achievement in 
Communications Academy. She was honored with 
Exceptional Academic Achievement, Class of 2011 
and will attend University of Georgia. 

What Are They Doing Now?
Updating Scholarship Awardees of Past 
Years

Michelle Boulet Hilton, 1990, {Correction from July 
2010 DSF News}---Personal Insurance Product 
Manager, Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co. in Novato. 
Earned CPCU designation. (Not a costume & 
wardrobe artist & actress as incorrectly reported in 
last year’s DSF News.)

Joe Spring, 2002, Wilderness Firefighter and EMT in 
Bellingham, WA.  Graduated  from U. of Wisconsin, 
with a B.A. in history.

Sarah Gorewitz-Burk, 2002, Manager, corporate & 
donor relations at Net Impact (non profit global 
network of leaders who seek to change the world 
through business).

Megan Reinders, 2006, Clinical research coordinator 
in Otolaryngology Dept., The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia. Graduated U. of Penn. 2010.

Lily Hendlin, 2005, Teacher, San Geronimo Pre- 
School. Graduated  U.C. Santa Cruz.

Douglas Tischer, 2005, Ph.D. candidate at UCSF in 
program that combines areas of biochemistry, cell 
biology, genetics and developmental biology. 
Graduated from Worchester Polytechnic Institute in 
2009 in Chemistry.

Karli Cowman, 2006, Teacher-In-Residence, Slide 
Ranch, West Marin, CA.  Graduated U.C. Santa 
Cruz.

Sean Kenmore, 2000, Financial Advisor/Portfolio 
Manager, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney in Berkeley. 
Graduated 2005, Cal State Long Beach.

Danielle Schoffman, 2004, attending Stanford U. 
Medical School; Undergraduate Stanford U.;  
marathon runner.

Tessa Hulls, 2002, Seattle artist & illustrator; currently 
riding bike across the U.S. from San Diego to Florida.

Jessica Delfanti, 2006, Production assistant at Ohai, 
Inc., a games production company. Graduated U.C. 
Santa Barbara & Universta di Bologna, Italy.

Morgan Cantrell, 2004, Marketing program 
manager, Bright Talk (online media company).
   
David Fierro, 1993, Actor, independent performing 
arts professional, currently in New York City area, 
previously San Francisco Bay Area. M.F.A. candidate 
(2011) at Columbia University, School of Acting.

   Continued on p. 7

Chris & Lawrence McCune with Cassie Howard & Rick 
Franceschini, Lauren Pey, Lindsay Rogers, Susan & 
Jonathan Pey
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Investment  Report

With the continued support of the community and 
assistance from our dedicated pro bono investment 
advisor, Ron Goldstein, a vice president with 
Hutchinson Capital Management, the Drake 
Scholarship Foundation board has been able to 
continue with its mission of awarding scholarships to 
graduating seniors from Drake High School to help 
them achieve their dreams of a higher education.

Even in these difficult financial times the board 
remains committed to overseeing the Drake 
Scholarship Foundation portfolio with the goal of 
continued growth enabling it to aid students at Drake 
in the future.

Congratulations to our 2011 recipients and a sincere 
thank you to all community supporters who through 
their donations help the Drake Scholarship 
Foundation continue its efforts.
 
Cheryll Keast
2010-11 Investment Committee Chair

DSF President 2008-12: 
Rick Franceschini
News Editor: Marcia Hagen
Photographer: Roberta Dossick
Header Graphics: Michael Schwab
Technical Advisor: Ed Hagen
Editorial Advisor: Judi Burns

Scott Gorlin, 2001, Ph.D. Candidate at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Systems
& Computational Neuroscience. Graduated Boston 
U. Biology. Speaks and writes Mandarin Chinese.

Kira Kaltschmidt Crossman, 1995, Lighting designer, 
director of design operations, Illuminating Concepts, 
(Architecture industry). Graduated Michigan State U.  
Also runs a pie bakery (more than 20 kinds) with her 
mother in Michigan.

Brook Keeney Beck, 2000, Ph.D. Candidate in 
Physiology, U.C. Riverside, graduated U.C. Berkeley, 
Integrated Biology, 2004. Worked with T. Garland on 
a multi-year research grant from National Science 
Foundation on research that suggests that the 
capacity for exercise can be inherited.

Katherine Kielich, 1997, Nutrition consultant, Marin 
Head Start and Health education instructor, Kaiser 
Permanente. Graduated U.C.San Diego, 2001. 
Weight management certification S.F.S.U.

Jeff Remer, 2003, computer software developer, 
Flite, Inc., San Francisco. Graduated U.C. Berkeley. 
Cognitive Science, 2009, City College of S.F. 
Computer Science 2007.

Kai Hecker, 2001, Entertainment professional, 
currently residing in Berlin, Germany. Graduated in 
Theatre Technology, DePaul U. Chicago IL, 2006.  
Attended Cal. Institute of Arts and worked as 
draftsman in several companies.

Josie Kuever, 2000, Classically trained soprano, B.A. 
in Vocal Performance at Boston Conservatory  of 
Music ,M.A. arts administration, U of Oregon.

Adrian Brunner-Brown, 1999, Medical student—
Toura College of Osteopathic Medicine, New York; 
previous clinical research manager at Columbia U. 
and staff research associate at UCSF.

Gabriel Ocker, 2006, First year Ph.D. grad student at 
the Center for Neuroscience, University of 
Pittsburgh. Graduated 2010 from Oberlin College.

Rose Johns, 2003, Constituent representative at the 
U.S. Senate for Senator Dianne Feinstein; previously 
staff assistant to the Senator. Graduated UCSD. 

 Corine Aubin, 2003,-Free lance web designer & 
video editor in Marin County CA. Graduated SFSU in 
Cinema, 2007.

Allison Kuhn, 2002, Senior Account Executive, 
Racepoint Group, a public relations agency, San 
Francisco. Graduated University of Oregon, 2006.

DSF Board Members
2011-12
Judi Burns

Tom Fernwood
Rick Franceschini
Cherilyn Gilboy
Marcia Hagen
Cheryll Keast
Mario Lamorte
Mark Nelson

Lisa Neumaier
Kathie Renick

Michael Schwab
Laura Shea

Susan Simmonds
Steve Thompson

Jay Weill

Ex-Officio Members:
Ron Goldstein, Investment Advisor

Don Drake, Principal, Drake High School
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