
Academic Workshop Course Syllabus 

Whitney Long, Resource Specialist 

Room: 235 

Email: wlong@tamdistrict.org 

Phone: (415) 945-3654 

Website: http://redwood.org/long 

Office Hours: 1st/5th Period 

Academic Workshop (AW) 

The Resource Specialist Program, at Redwood called Academic Workshop, provides academic support for students 
with special education needs. This program focuses on increasing student achievement in general education 
classes through support provided in the AW classroom and by collaborating with classroom teachers to support 
the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). Below is a brief list of what takes place in my Academic Workshop: 

In AW, Students Will: 

 Learn self-advocacy, time management, and goal-setting tips and strategies 

 Work on binder organization and assignment tracking techniques 

 Focus on and work towards achieving IEP goals 

 Acquire skills for post-high school transition 

 Receive academic support for general education classes 

Grading Policy 
Q: How do I earn an A in AW? 
A: Earning an A in AW is actually quite simple. EVERY day I expect you to: 

1. Come to class with a thought-out plan of what to work on. Do you need to study for a test? Finish an 
assignment? Chip away at a long-term project? Whatever you decide is the highest priority and the most 
effective way to use the class time, please come prepared with the materials, questions in mind, and 
positive attitude necessary to accomplish this goal. 

2. Work Hard. I want to see that you are using this time wisely and most of all, doing your best.  If you are 
already doing well in classes, push yourself to do better. Ask questions, use the available resources, limit 
non-educational conversation with others, and strive to be efficient. Regarding grade logistics, students 
can earn 5 points a week; standard percentages apply when determining grade (e.g. 90-100%= A). 

Behavioral Expectations  

1. Be respectful of others 
2. Be respectful of others (it’s that important) 
3. Kindly follow directions 
4. Use computers for educational purposes only 
5. Refrain from using cell phones in class (Yes, that means they are not allowed)* 

*Violation of cell phone policy results in:  
1st offense = warning/put away, 2nd offense = teacher desk for class period, 3rd offense = phone taken to office 

 

A Final Note: 

In AW, we understand the pressure to complete assignments for your regular classes. However, we expect that 
you will complete the majority of your homework assignments AT HOME. 

Lastly, I believe that as long as you do your best, things will turn out great. With that said, do your best to make the 
most of AW, make the most of SMART period, and make the most of your time here at Redwood! 

Welcome to Academic Workshop, we look forward to supporting you to succeed at Redwood High School! 
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