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I am excited to welcome you to Integrated Science 3-4!  This year, we will focus on the following units of 
study: 
 
Fall Semester Spring Semester 
 Populations and Agriculture  Islands 
 Resources  Vertebrate Evolution 
 
 
Class Expectations: 

 Participate in all activities during class with a goal of learning, not completion. 
 Do all homework outside of class with a goal of learning, not completion. 
 Be a reflective student: know your learning goals and be able to identify what you understand and what 

you don’t understand.  
 Be proactive: if you don’t understand something, ask. I am available most days at lunch and on 

Thursdays during SMART period. I also check my email regularly. 
 
 
Course Policies: 

Grades:  Grades are based on points earned divided by points possible.  At any time in the semester, your 
grade average may be determined by dividing your point total by the possible point total. 
The semester average is a running total from start to finish, not an average of the three progress report 
grades. Because of this, the third progress report average is the same as the final average. The overall 
average is converted to a letter grade according to the following scale: 
 
100-98  A+  89-88 B+  79-78 C+  69-68 D+   
97-93 A  87-83 B  77-73 C  67-63 D 
92-90 A-  82-80 B-  72-70 C-  62-60 D-  59-00 F 
 
Grades are posted on eSchool throughout the semester. It is your responsibility to check your grade 
regularly, paying particular attention to missing assignments and the overall accuracy of the report. I will 
correct any mistakes in recorded grades as long as you keep the original graded work. Missing assignments 
count as “0s”. 
 
Assignments take a number of different forms, giving you a variety of methods to both learn and 
demonstrate your learning. The following percentages show how much each type of assignment will 
contribute to your final grade: 
 
Labs/classwork 50%    
Quizzes/tests  40%    
Final exam  10% 
 
 
 



Absences and Late Work:  It is very important to be in class. Even when you make up work, you do not get the 
full benefit of the work done in class.  
Before you return to school after an absence, you should check the online agenda posted on my website 
mdidomizio@tamdistrict.org and make up any missed assignments as soon as possible (you’ll have one 
extra day for each day of absence). It is your responsibility to keep track, make up and turn in any missed 
assignments. 
Late work will only be accepted within a week and when a pass is stapled to it. 
 
Tardies and unexcused absences: It is very important for you to be on time as I give out key information in the 
first few minutes of class. I follow District policy and lower grades for tardies and unexcused absences as 
follows: 

A student is tardy when not ready to immediately work or follow instructions when the bell begins to 

ring. For the first period of the day, a tardy becomes an unexcused absence 10 minutes after the bell 

rings. For all other periods, 5 minutes after the bell rings a tardy becomes an unexcused absence. 

Tardies and unexcused absences both count toward lowered grades: 3 tardies = 1 unexcused absence.  Up to 

4 unexcused absences = grade lowered by up to one letter grade. 

At any time a student or parent/guardian may check a student’s attendance record in the attendance office. 

Also, the attendance office maintains a procedure for correcting errors in attendance recording. 
 
Homework: Homework is assigned to support you in your learning. You are expected to turn it in on the due 
date at the beginning of class. 
 
Laboratory Policy:  There will be frequent laboratory exercises. Students often work in lab groups, but each 
student is responsible for turning in their own lab write-up. 
 
Food/Drink:  The classroom is a working lab.  Aside from bottled water, eating and drinking are not allowed. 
 
Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: All cell phones and electronic devices must be silenced and stowed away in 
the pockets by the door. If they are used during class, I will follow RHS policies and turn them in to the AP 
Office.  
 
Passes: You will receive three passes at the beginning of each semester. Please use one each time you need to 
turn in late work. 
 
Academic Honesty:  Be familiar with the RHS academic honesty policies.  Any written work turned in must 
be your own work.  It will be considered cheating not only if you copy someone else’s work, but also if you 
share your work with others.  Copying and pasting information from the internet is also considered 
cheating. In circumstances such as these, you will receive a 0 on the assignment. 
  
Binder:  A 3-ring binder (1.5 inch) is recommended for this class.  The binder needs to be stocked with lined 
paper. If you cannot afford these materials, please let me know and I’ll provide you with them. 
Keeping your coursework in chronological order will greatly improve your chances of success in this 
course. Your binder should be kept up-to-date at all times and brought to class each day.  
 

Remember: I am here to help. If you have any questions, ask! 
 
 

Ms Di Domizio 
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