
 
 
 
 
Document A: Pioneer Laundry Workers Flyer (Excerpted) 
 

TO THE PUBLIC: 
 MEN FROM CHINA come here to do LAUNDRY WORK. The Chinese Empire 
contains 600,000,000 (six hundred millions) inhabitants. 
 The supply of these men is inexhaustible. 
 Every one doing this work takes BREAD from the mouths of OUR WOMEN. 
 So many have come of late, that to keep at work, they are obliged to cut prices. 
 And now, we appeal to the public, asking them will they be partners to a deal which is 
only one of their many onward marches in CRUSHING OUT THE INDUSTRIES OF OUR 
COUNTRY from our people by grasping them themselves. Will you oblige the AMERICAN 
LAUNDRIES to CUT THE WAGES OF THEIR PEOPLE by giving your patronage to the 
CHINAMEN? 
 We invite you to give a thorough investigation of the STEAM LAUNDRY BUSINESS 
of the country; in doing so you will find that not only does it GIVE EMPLOYMENT TO A 
VAST NUMBER OF WOMEN, but a great field of labor is opened to a great number of 
mechanics of all kinds whose wages are poured back into the trade of the country. 
 If this undesirable element "THE CHINESE EMIGRANTS" are not stopped coming 
here, we have no alternative but that we will have California and the Pacific Slope's 
experience, and the end will be that our industries will be absorbed UNLESS we live down 
to their animal life. 
 We say in conclusion that the CHINAMAN is a labor consumer of our country without 
the adequate returns of prosperity to our land as is given by the labor of our people to our 
glorious country. 
 Our motto should be:  
OUR COUNTRY, OUR PEOPLE, GOD, AND OUR NATIVE LAND.  

 
Pioneer Laundry Workers Assembly, Knights of Labor  

Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Source:  1878 flyer by the Pioneer Laundry Workers Assembly.  
 
 



Document B: New York Herald, November 4, 1873 (Excerpted) 

A financial crisis triggered a “panic” in 1873, and a six-year economic depression followed. 

EFFECT OF THE PANIC 
Trade and Transportation Unusually Dull. 

A GENERAL DECLINE IN PRICES. Groceries and Dry Goods Greatly Reduced. 
 

…THE EXPRESS COMPANIES 
The express companies are suffering very materially from the crisis. The Assistant Superintendent of 

the Adams Express, whom a reporter called upon yesterday to ascertain to what extent the panic had affected 
the company, stated that he had never known the business to be so dull. He had had experienced nothing like 
it since he had been connected with the company, and so far as he had been able to learn the officers who 
had served the longest in the various companies were of one mind on the subject of the dulness [sic] being 
greater than they had ever known it to be before in the business. He stated that they were not doing anything 
compared with the business they were doing just before the panic set in…. 

 
FREIGHTS SOUTH AND WEST. 

The Southern steamers and the railroads that generally do a large business in carrying freight to the 
West are experiencing the effects of the panic in a way that is proving quite unprofitable. C.H. Mallory & Co., of 
the Southern line of steamers plying between this port and New Orleans, the Cromwell steamship line and the 
Texas line all state that the freight business has fallen off at least forty to fifty per cent…. 
 

THE JOBBERS AND RETAILERS. 
 The same influences that operate and affect the importer invariably apply, though in a smaller degree, 
to the retail trade, and through the retail trade to the wholesale merchant. It is reasonable to suppose that in 
the present state of affairs—now that there is a prospect of family expenses being curtailed—that a great 
many little articles incidental to the luxuries of domestic life will not be in earnest demand. A visit among the 
jobbers and retailers failed to elicit an encouraging statement of the situation. One and all confess to a feeling 
of uneasiness, consequent upon the contraction of values and a decline in the characteristic excitement to 
purchase articles of luxury. Trade seems to be confined to the absolute necessities of life, and prices have 
been reduced to meet the requirements of the hour. As regards the aggregate loss entailed upon the country 
by this depression in trade and the demands made by jobbers, it is impossible to make any estimate. The 
opinions of an individual, however competent, could scarcely convey a correct impression of the present 
situation of affairs. That the loss to the country from the depression of retail trade will amount to many millions 
in the aggregate may be accepted as a foregone conclusion….  
 

COTTON. 
 Wright & Co. gave a significant statement in regard to the effect of the panic in the cotton market. On 

the 20th of September low middling uplands was quoted at 18 ¼ c., yesterday at 14 
1

8
 c.; middling uplands was 

quoted at 18 ¾ c. before the panic and yesterday at 14 
1

8
 c., so that the decline has been about 4 ¼ c. The 

decline has been continuous, and applies to all the other branches. . .   
 

GROCERIES. 
 Acker, Merrill & Condit and other large grocery stores were next visited. The grocery trade has 
suffered severely in consequence of the panic, and the reduction of prices appiles to almost every article in 
family use. The following are the principal reductions:--Sugar, 1 cent a pound; raw, 2c.; teas, from 5c. to 10c. a 
pound according to the quality; rice, 1c. per pound; sardines, $1 a dozen; oatmeal, from $1 90 to $1 80—a 
very heavy reduction; French pickles, 20c. a jar; French peas, $5 a hundred cans; French mushrooms, about 
the same (that is, 5c. a can); Liebig’s extracts of meat, about 25 per cent; imported cigars, 10 per cent, &c., 
&c.  
 The only articles that are exempt from this general stampede are coffee, which is sold at the same 
prices as before the panic, owing to its great scarcity; champagne, which have also withstood this general 
reduction, and flour. 
 The trade has been very dull ever since the panic. One large house had a running cash trade of 7,000 
a day before the panic, and now it has dwindled down to about $1,600 to $1,700 a day. 
 
 
Source: New York Herald, Tuesday, November 4, 1873. 
 

 



Document C: Congressional Testimony of California Attorney General (Excerpted) 
 

REPORT: 
 
The joint special committee of the Senate and House of Representatives appointed to 
investigate the character, extent, and effect of Chinese immigration. . . . 
 
The Joint Committee of the two Houses of Congress on Chinese Immigration met on 
Saturday, October 21, 1876, in their rooms at the Palace Hotel, San Francisco, California.  
 
There were present the committee, composed as follows:  Senator Morton (chairman), 
Senators Sargent and Cooper, and Representatives Piper and Meade; also Andrew J. 
Bryant, mayor of the city of San Francisco . . . Frank M. Pixley [former Attorney General of 
California]. . . 
 
 

Mr. PIXLEY:   The tenth question is, "How does their employment affect white labor?" 
and here comes the question, "How does their employment affect our white labor?" We 
answer, and this is the burden of our arraignment of this Chinese immigration; it is not our 
sympathy for the wealthy classes, it is our sympathy for the labor classes, upon which, 
whatever may be our feelings, depends really the whole superstructure of our Government. 
The true American hero is the man who takes his dinner out in his tin plate, works all day, 
six days in the week, and brings his wages home for his wife to expend in the maintenance 
and education of the family, in their clothing and in their protection. Chinese labor drives this 
class of people from the field. It drives them to starvation. It is a competition that they cannot 
undertake. The white race, owing to centuries of physical treatment, is incompetent to enter 
upon the race. The man who labors in our streets and city, and in our country, has been, as 
have his fathers for generations before him, fed on meat and bread. He demands meat and 
bread to maintain his physical strength and his existence. Meat and bread command more 
money than labor will pay for at Chinese rates in any place in America, and especially in 
California. The Chinaman from generations has been in the habit of living upon rice, tea, 
dried fish, and desiccated vegetables. The kind of food which will support the Chinaman can 
in San Francisco be purchased for ten cents a day, and the kind of food which is required to 
support an American or European laborer cannot be bought for several times that amount. 
The American laborer has other matters that he may not set aside. He has a wife. The 
Chinaman is an adult male who has no wife, no family, no child. Our white laborers are, as a 
rule, married, and fathers and heads of families, and according to our mode of civilization 
the poorest laborer with the poorest wife must occupy a room by himself for his bed and 
must have at least another room to cook and eat in. If he has a boy and a girl growing to 
ages of puberty, the boy must have a room for himself and the girl must have a room for 
herself, and both must be separate from the parents' bed. It is the ingrained decency of our 
civilization. It is as impossible to change it as it is to change us from the worship of the 
Christian God to the heathen tablet. Chinamen in a double room like this would throw a 
partition through the center, and build bunks on the side and lie down upon the floor. They 
would cook their tea and dried rice in a brazier not bigger than a spittoon. One hundred of 
them would live in this room, while the poorest Christian family of five in the State would 
think themselves crammed in double the space…. They buy but little property and pay but a 
limited amount of taxes. They so live that they pay but little rents. The result of 4,000 years 
of experiment of a shrewd, intelligent, subtle, economical race is brought to bear upon the 
practical fact how they can come to California to make money and go home, and the 
practical result is to drive our kind of labor absolutely to starvation; and the public man who 



seeks to find any other solution for it or any mode to technically evade it as a result does it 
in defiance of the facts and in defiance of philosophy…. 

We of California must give this coast up to Asia or we must reserve it for ourselves 
and our race. If our State of California is to become the skirmish-line upon which the white 
and yellow races are to contend for mastery, it should be determined now, in the early 
history of the State; if the battle between Paganism and Christianity — between heathenism 
and civilization — is to be fought out here and now, we ask the Congress of the United 
States to advise us of the fact.  

.  
Mr. PIXLEY. Ours is a belief in the existence of a Divine Providence that holds in its 

hands the destinies of nations. The Divine Wisdom has said that He would divide the 
country and the world as the heritage of five [sic] great families; that to the blacks He would 
give Africa; to the whites He would give Europe; to the red man He would give America, and 
Asia He would give to the yellow races. He inspires us with the determination not only to 
have preserved our own inheritance but to have stolen from the red man America; and it is 
settled now that the Saxon, American or European group of families, the white race, is to 
have the inheritance of Europe and of America and that the yellow races of China are to be 
confined to what God Almighty originally gave them; and as they are not a favorite people 
they are not to be permitted to steal from us what we robbed the American savage of. We 
are as incredulous of Christian Chinese as we are of virtuous Chinese women or Chinese 
families. We believe that no such evidence can be produced; and here I may say that we 
have the negative of this issue at all events. If Mr. Brooks and the Chinese six companies 
shall deem it important for the purposes of this investigation to show that a large number of 
them have been converted from the error of their ways, and that they have been snatched 
from, the perils of paganism to the safety of our religious faith, it falls upon them to prove it, 
not us. But we believe that Mr. Brooks, and Mr. Bee and his clients, the six Chinese 
companies, and the clergymen who occupy the half-way relation between the Chinese and 
us, can produce evidence of the conversion of no single adult male Chinaman in California; 
and by evidence we mean such acts, to use a professional term, "works," as indicate a 
Christian life. In other words, I believe (and this I do not hold my associate responsible for) 
that the Chinese have no souls to save, and if they have, they are not worth the saving. . . . 

 We admit that Chinese labor has contributed to the more speedy development of our 
material resources. We acknowledge the advantage it has been to certain industries, and 
that many individuals have become richer than they would except for the presence of the 
Chinese. We admit their convenience to us as domestic servants. We do not represent the 
Chinese as wanting in many of the essentials of good citizens. The burden of our 
accusation against them is that they come in conflict with our labor interests; that they ran 
never assimilate with us; that they are a perpetual, unchanging, and unchangeable alien 
element that can never become homogeneous; that their civilization is demoralizing and 
degrading to our people; that they degrade and dishonor labor; that they can never become 
citizens, and that an alien, degraded labor class, without desire of citizenship, without 
education, and without interest in the country it inhabits, is an element both demoralizing 
and dangerous to the community within which it exists…. 
 
 
Source: Frank Pixley, former Attorney General of California, in testimony to the Joint 
Committee of the two Houses of Congress on Chinese Immigration, October 21, 1876. 
 
 
  



Document D: Wong Ar Chong’s Letter 
 
Wong Ar Chong was a Chinese American tea merchant in Boston.  He wrote this letter to William Lloyd 

Garrison, a prominent abolitionist and social reformer. 

 

Fri Feb 28th 1879 

In your Declaration of Independence it is asserted that all men are born free and equal, and it is 

understood by the civilized world that the United States of America is a free country, but I fear there is a 

backward step being taken by the government. 

The able Senator from Maine, in aping that selfish stump speaker, Dennis [sic] Kearney, says the 

Chinese must go, and gives his reasons. Many things he says I agree to, a great many more I do not. I think he 

takes a wrong way to rectify the difficulty. I claim for my countrymen the right to come to this country as long 

as other foreigners do. If they make themselves a nuisance, establish proper health laws and enforce them, and 

if they don’t like them let them go back home again, but they must conform to American ideas of law and 

order if they wish to stay. That is my idea, but you cannot bring it about by such a law as is now awaiting the 

President’s signature…. 

The Honorable Senator calls us heathens, but I should judge from the tone of his letter that he was 

somewhat lacking in Christian charity. Let him look at the records of fire in Chicago and yellow fever in New 

Orleans, and he will find Chinamen giving as much, according to their means, as any other people. 

Such heathens cannot be so bad after all. Also he gives all Chinamen the name of Coolies. If Senator 

Blaine has education, why don’t [sic] he use it to find out what the word Coolie means. A Coolie is a laboring 

man, a man who works by the day at anything he can get to do, that is what Chinamen mean by Coolies…. 

He says that China people are not healthy, do not keep their places of habitation as clean as other 

people, that they smell badly, &c., &c. I could mention several other nationalities, each having its own 

particular smell. Also that no decent China women come here, that they are mostly prostitutes, but do not the 

women of other nations furnish a goodly number of prostitutes. My idea is that if the Chinese are allowed to 

come to this country and enjoy the same privileges as the people from any other foreign land, they will educate 

themselves and conform to your laws and manners, and become as good citizens as any other race. The 

Chinese people are willing to work, they mind their own business, and do not get drunk, and why is it they 

have not as much right to come here, and in as large numbers as any other foreign people. 

If you do not allow it you go against the principles of George Washington, the father of his country, 

and contrary to the principles of your government. 

You go against the principles of George Washington, you go against the American flag, and you act in 

conflict with Christian charity and principle. 

You do not allow Chinamen to become citizens in California, where they pay $200,000 in taxes, do 

not allow them to vote. I ask you, where is your golden rule, your Christian charity, and the fruits of your 

Bible teachings, when you talk about doing unto others as you would have them do to you. I guess Senator 

Blaine, by his argument, wants to tell people what to do, but don’t [sic] want people to do as he does. 

His information must be very limited when he says the trade between this country and China only 

amounts to a few hundred dollars yearly, when it is known to reach several millions every year. I fear he does 

not know what he is talking about. 

I don’t know who are opposed to the Chinese, whether they are Americans or foreigners, but I think 

they are as much foreigners as the Chinese themselves. I think so because I have traveled in America, North, 

South, East, and West, and have never found native Americans as much opposed to Chinese as foreigners are. 

The Chinese must not be blamed because other men have no work. It is not their fault. If merchants 

carried on business according to their means, with their own capital, and paid 100¢ on the dollar instead of 

failing and going through bankruptcy, then laboring men would have plenty of steady work. The failure of one 

firm involves others connected with it, which also fail and throw many men out of employment. 

As it stands now, it is 5000 Caucassians [sic] to 1 Mongolian, yet you charge the Chinamen when 

robbing you of work. I ask God to forbid that Senator Blaine should fear the odds of 1 to 5000. If the letter he 

wrote to Mr. Garrison contains his sentiments, I think he is no better than the great California blower, Dennis 

[sic] Kearney, and like him, cares little for the country, but likes to hear his own noise…. 

 

Yours respectfully, 

Wong Ar Chong 

 

 


