
U.S. History/Mr. DeNardo   Final Exam: 75 multiple choice & 2 essay questions 

 

1970s & 1980s 
1. What book was instrumental in the emergence of a modern environmental movement, who wrote it, and what was it about? 

2. What are three important environmental laws passed during Nixon’s time in office? 

3. What two important nations did Nixon’s visit and why were these visits so significant? 

4. Why was the SALT I Treaty so significant--what exactly what did it do? 

5. What was the original crime involved in Watergate and what were two additional crimes committed in the aftermath? 

6. What role did Woodward and Bernstein and “Deep Throat” play in the Watergate Affair? 

7. Describe the Senate’s Watergate investigation committee hearings.  What important information was learned during the 

hearings from Nixon’s lawyer John Dean and from White House aide Alexander Butterfield? 

8. What controversies were there about the Watergate tapes? 

9. What was the “Saturday Night Massacre?” 

10. Who pardoned Nixon of his Watergate crimes, why did he do it, and what happened to him because of his action? 

11. What was the most lasting impact of Watergate? 

12. Why did the 1970s come to be known as the “Me Decade?” 

13. What was a primary reason Jimmy Carter was elected president in 1976? 

14. What was the crisis at Love Canal about? 

15. What is inflation and what happened to inflation during Carter’s term? 

16. What did President Carter talk about in his “malaise” speech and what impact did the speech have? 

17. What role did Carter play in reaching the agreement known as the Camp David Accords and what did Egypt and Israel agree 

to as part of that agreement? 

18. What events led to the Iran Hostage Crisis and what impact did the crisis have? 

19. What was the “New Right” and what issues did people in the New Right focus their attention on? 

20. What groups joined to make up the “conservative coalition” or conservative movement? 

21. What was the Moral Majority and what ideas and values did it promote? 

22. When he came into office Ronald Reagan made it clear that he had one major goal for the U.S. government—what was it? 

23. What were the three parts of Reagan’s economic plan that came to be known as “Reaganomics?” 

24. What government programs did Reagan cut that made Reaganomics so controversial? 

25. What impact did Reaganomics have on the national debt and why? 

26. What is deregulation and what are two controversial examples of Reagan’s deregulation? 

27. What was the Iran-Contra Scandal and in what two ways was it especially shocking? 

28. What did SDI stand for and what was controversial about this proposed program? 

29. What were Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost (“openness”) and perestroika (“restructuring”), and how 

did these lead to the end of the Cold War? 

30. What foreign policy challenges replaced the Cold War? 

31. Under which president did each of the following occur?: a) Patriot Act passed, b) failed attempt at health care reform, c) the 

rise of ISIS, d) start of the war in Afghanistan, e) the rise of the Internet, f) Persian Gulf War, g) Hurricane Katrina,  

h) passage of the Affordable Care Act, i) creation of the Department of Homeland Security, j) appointment of the first Latina 

(Sotomayor) to the Supreme Court 

 

The Vietnam War, the New Left & the Counterculture 
32. What country colonized Indochina/Vietnam during the period 1850-1940?  What country took over during World War II? 

33. What happened in Vietnam after World War II ended and what ultimately happened at Dien Bien Phu? 

34. What was done to the map of Indochina at the end of the First Vietnam War? How did that lead to the Second Vietnam War 

(that involved the U.S.)? 

35. What did the war in Vietnam have to do with the domino theory? 

36. What incident happened at the Gulf of Tonkin and what did the Tonkin Gulf Resolution passed by Congress do? 

37. What conditions did Americans have to fight under and what advantages did the Vietcong/North Vietnamese have? 

38. What was General Westmoreland’s main strategy to win the war, and why did his strategy fail so badly? 

39. When historians say Vietnam was the first “living room war,” what do they mean and how did that affect the war? 

40. What role did the Ho Chi Minh Trail play in the war? 

41. In what way was the war a guerilla war, and what role did tunnels and booby traps play in the war? 

42. What are napalm and Agent Orange and why was their use so controversial? 

43. Why was it so difficult for American GIs to tell who was friend and who was foe? 

44. What happened at My Lai in 1967 and why did it happen? 

45. Why was the Vietnam War known as a “poor person’s war?” 

46. What happened during the Tet Offensive and why was it a turning point of the war? 

47. What impact did the Tet Offensive have on Pres. Johnson’s re-election campaign? 

48. Why exactly did Nixon order the invasion of Cambodia and what effect did it have? 

49. What happened at Kent State University? 

50. What exactly did the Pentagon papers show and what effect did they have? 



51. How many Americans were killed (officially) in Vietnam?  Americans wounded?  How many Vietnamese were killed? 

52. What was the 26th Amendment and why was it passed toward the end of the Vietnam War? 

53. What are three reasons why the U.S. lost the Vietnam War? 

54. What exactly was the “New Left?” 

55. Who and what was SDS and according to their Port Huron mission statement, what kind of society were they seeking to 

create? 

56. What was the Berkeley Free Speech Movement about and what was the most famous event of that movement? 

57. What were the members of the counterculture a.k.a. hippies looking for and how did they try to get it? 

58. What values did hippies hold?  How did their clothing and music set them apart? 

 

 

World War II 
59. What are two reasons for the strong isolationist attitudes in the United States during the 1930s? 

60. What exactly were the Neutrality Acts?  What effect did they have?  

61. How did England and France try to appease Hitler at Munich in 1938?  Did appeasement work? 

62. At the end of 1940 what was the only western European country that remained to confront Hitler and how did the U.S. 

support that country while remaining technically neutral? 

63. Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor?  What had U.S.-Japanese relations been like in the years leading up to the war? 

64. Who were the three main Axis Powers and the leaders of each? 

65. Who were the five main Allied Powers and the leaders of each? 

66. What were three new military technologies that had a huge impact on how World War II was fought? 

67. Briefly describe the Battle of Stalingrad and why it was the turning point battle of the European war. 

68. Briefly describe the D-Day landing at Normandy and why it was significant. 

69. Briefly describe the Battle of the Bulge and why it was significant. 

70. Briefly describe the Battle of Midway and why it was the turning point battle in the Pacific war. 

71. What was the U.S. main strategy for fighting the war against Japan? 

72. Briefly describe the Battle of Iwo Jima and why it was significant. 

73. Briefly describe the firebombing of Tokyo and why it was significant. 

74. Which three leaders met at Yalta in February 1945?  What were the four key things they agreed to at that conference? 

75. In what order did the following events happen: D-Day, dropping of the A-bombs, Pearl Harbor, Stalingrad, Midway 

76. What actions could each of the following people/groups have taken to decrease the number of those killed during the 

Holocaust:  a) FDR, b) the media, c) U.S. military, d) U.S. State Department 

77. What were three ways that W.W.II affected American consumers? 

78. What were three important ways that women were affected by WWII?  

79. What were three important ways that Latinos were affected by WWII? 

80. How did the power of the U.S. government grow during World War II?  In other words, what are three new powers that the 

government exercised as part of conducting the war? 

81. What were three important ways that African Americans were affected by WWII? 

82. What were two reasons given to justify interning Japanese Americans during W.W.II?   

83. What specific civil rights of Japanese Americans were violated when they were put into internment camps (think of the Bill 

of Rights)? 

84. What was the Manhattan Project and what two Japanese cities were most greatly affected by it? 

85. What were three arguments given to justify dropping the atomic bomb on Japan?  

86. What were three other options Truman had besides dropping the bomb on Japanese cities? 

 

1950s Domestic Society & the Cold War 
87. What exactly was the Baby Boom and how did it affect American society after World War II? 

88. What is meant by “suburbanization” & how did William Levitt contribute to the growth of the suburbs after World War II? 

89. What president passed the Interstate Highway Act, what did the law do, and what were its important effects? 

90. What were the gender roles promoted in literature and the media during the 1950s? 

91. What was “White Flight” and what caused it? 

92. What do “social conformity” and “consumerism” mean and what were three developments of the 1950s that led to social 

conformity?  How? 

93. How did cars change American society during the 1950s? 

94. What was the GI Bill and what important effects did it have? 

95. Who gave the order to desegregate the military, and when and why did he do it? 

96. Which two countries fought the Cold War, what were the reasons for the Cold War, and from approximately what year to 

what year did the Cold War last? 

97. After W.W.II was over, what happened to the countries of Eastern Europe?   

98. Who coined the term “iron curtain” and what exactly did it mean? 

99. What is meant by “containment” strategy and how was it influenced by the domino theory? 

100. What did the Allies do with the territory of Germany after World War II? 



101. What does the term “Red Scare” refer to? 

102. What are three events that happened within the five years after WW2 ended that led many people to fear that a worldwide 

spread of communism was coming? 

103. How was Joseph McCarthy related to the Red Scare of the 1950s?  What is meant by “McCarthyism?” 

104. What was the Marshall Plan, who did it help, and what was the goal of the plan? 

105. What was the original purpose of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and what countries were members? What 

was the purpose of the Warsaw Pact and what countries were members? 

106. What happened during the Berlin Airlift and why was it significant? 

107. What actions did the U.S. government take in Guatemala during the Cold War?  Why? 

108. What actions did the U.S. government take in Iran during the Cold War?  Why? 

109. What was Sputnik, whose project was it, and how did the U.S. respond to it? 

110. When and why exactly was the Berlin Wall built and what was its significance? 

111. In what decade did the U.S. get involved in a war in Korea? How did it start?  At what point did China get involved?   

112. How did the Korean War end and what is the situation in Korea today? 

113. Who was the communist leader of Cuba from 1959 to 2008?  What exactly happened at the Bay of Pigs?  What was the 

biggest cause of its failure? 

114. What was the Cuban Missile Crisis and how did the U.S. respond to it? 

 

 

Civil Rights Movement 
115. What is the difference between de facto segregation and de jure segregation? 

116. What were three ways that the freedoms of the emancipated slaves were limited by white southerners once Reconstruction 

was over? 

117. What was the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Plessy v. Ferguson case? 

118. What affect did each of the following have on the movement to gain rights for African Americans:  a) World War II,  

b) Jackie Robinson, c) Emmett Till? 

119. What did the Supreme Court decide in the Brown vs. Board of Education case?  What was the Court’s reasoning? 

120. What exactly was the Montgomery Bus Boycott, how long did it last, and what did it accomplish?  How were Rosa Parks 

and Martin Luther King related to the boycott? 

121. What happened at Central High School in the year 1957-58, and how did President Eisenhower react to the situation in Little 

Rock and why? 

122. How did the lunch counter sit-ins start?   What resistance did the protesters face? 

123. What controversial and effective strategy did civil rights activists including Martin Luther King, Jr. decide to use during the 

Birmingham campaign?  Why did they do this? 

124. Who was Bull Connor and what controversial actions did he take to stop the protesters in Birmingham? 

125. In response to the campaign in Birmingham, what kind of bill did John F. Kennedy introduce in Congress?  When it finally 

passed, what specifically did the bill do? 

126. What were two reasons why Selma was a good place to carry out a voting rights campaign? 

127. What exactly happened on Bloody Sunday and what was the impact? 

128.  What specifically did the Voting Rights Act do? 

129. What happened in the Watts section of Los Angeles in 1965, and why did this happen despite the passage of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965? 

130. What main ideas did Malcolm X preach and what role did he play in the Civil Rights Movement? 

131. What roles have Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem played in the Women’s Rights Movement? 

132. What role has each of the following played in the Women’s Rights Movement: a) Title IX, b) ERA, c) Roe v. Wade? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

U.S. History Essay Final 

 

On the day of the final, you will be asked to choose two of the questions below and to 

answer them in short essays of 1 ½  pages each. 

 

 

1.  Explain how at least two of the factors below increased Cold War tensions and caused 

many Americans to be more fearful in the 1950s and 60s. 

Events in Europe 

The Domestic “Red Scare” 

Events in Asia 

Technological Developments 

 

 

2.  Discuss the major accomplishments in the struggle for African American civil rights 

during the 1950’s and 60’s. 

 

 

3.  In what profound ways did the Vietnam War change American society? 

 

 

 

4.  Why were the 1970’s a period of “malaise” for many in the U.S.?  Analyze how 

domestic political/social events and foreign policy events contributed to or reflected the 

“malaise” of the period. 

 

 

 

5.  Why were the 1980’s a period of growing “conservatism” in the U.S.?  Analyze how 

domestic political/social events and foreign policy events contributed to or reflected the 

growing ‘conservatism’ of the period: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


