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& Early 70’s



All reality becomes illusory and     

observer-oriented when you  

study general relativity, or 

Buddhism, or get drafted.

-from The Forever War   

(classic SciFi novel) by Joe Halderman



"We would replace power rooted in 

possession, privilege, or circumstance, 

with power rooted in love, reflectiveness, 

reason, and creativity." 

-SDS, "Port Huron Statement“

Students for a Democratic Society

“New Left” Movement:

Student political activism inspired in part by the black civil rights movement



UC Berkeley Free Speech Movement (1964)
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LBJ’s Great Society/The War on Poverty

Great Society = laws and programs to end racial discrimination 

and eliminate poverty

Programs included:

Elementary & Secondary Education Act = federal money to 

states to improve the quality of education, grants to  low-

income districts, grants for text and library books,  

scholarships for low-income college students 

Medicare = health care for those over age 65

Medicaid = health care for the poor

Programs to provide low-income housing & to rebuild 

inner cities

Community-based anti-poverty programs like job 

training



Stopping the draft & Vietnam War became the 

focus of student activism



THE COUNTERCULTURE APPEARS



Rejection of materialism

Rejection of conformity and 

celebration of spontaneous creativity

Howl (1956), On the Road (1957)

The “Beat Generation” of the 1950s = 

forerunners of the hippies

Social critics expressed a growing sense of unease 
with American culture in the 1950s.

James Franco as Ginsburg—Holy (2 min.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktoIs0JDWBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktoIs0JDWBE


Ken Kesey & the Merry Pranksters 

Bus Trip 1964

Further



Escapin' through the lily fields 

I came across an empty space 

It trembled and exploded 

Left a bus stop in its place 

The bus came by and I got on 

That's when it all began 

There was cowboy Neal 

At the wheel 

Of a bus to never-ever land 

- Grateful Dead, lyrics from "That's It for 

the Other One"

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grateful_Dead


The Hippy Movement

 The term “hippy” comes 

from being hip. You were 

either hip or you were a 

“square” or a “pig.”



Way of Life

 Hippies looked for an alternative way 

to live life.

 They discarded possessions, often lived 

in parks or campsites in the woods to feel free

 Some joined communes or tribes 

 Nudity was another form of freedom

http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/g01.htm
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/g01.htm


Way of Life

 Most hippies valued nature, intimacy, peace, sharing &               

spirituality.

 Many rejected order, monogamy, social responsibility

http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/h02.htm
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/h02.htm


Counterculture Fashion

 Distanced themselves from 

mainstream culture by their dress.

 Colorful, flowing clothing, 

beads, headbands, bellbottoms & 

tie-dye were popular.

 Men grew hair and beards long

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Snoqualmie_Moondance_meditation_02.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Snoqualmie_Moondance_meditation_02.jpg


Haight Ashbury 
By 1965 

hippies 

had taken 

over the 

Haight Ashbury

district.

San Francisco = birthplace 

of the counterculture movement.



Hippy Music

 Most popular music was psychedelic rock 

Bands like Jefferson Airplane, Quicksilver Messenger 

Service, the Jimi Hendrix Experience and the Grateful Dead 

played free concerts at Golden Gate Park.

 Concerts and “be-ins” were places for hippies to protest, 

socialize, dance, or take drugs.



Human Be-Ins Golden Gate Park 1967

Poet Allen Ginsburg

Berkeley in the 60s: 52:30-58:00

http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/e03.htm
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/lisalaw/e03.htm
http://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B002GXEWR6/ref=aiv_dp_sign_suc?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0
http://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B002GXEWR6/ref=aiv_dp_sign_suc?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0


 In April 1969 at Woodstock over 250,000 hippies showed up to hear 

artists like Janis Joplin, The Who, Canned Heat, The Allman Brothers, 

and Country Joe and the Fish.

Woodstock Festival

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Woodstock_redmond_stage.JPG
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Woodstock_redmond_stage.JPG


Drug Culture

 Drugs like marijuana and LSD were a big part of the 

hippy/counterculture movement.

Hippies were in pursuit of altered states of consciousness

 Using drugs made hippies feel like the were rebelling from 

mainstream society.

 Timothy Leary (a Harvard 

professor) was an advocate 

of LSD.



Before we romanticize the 

hippies too much…………..

Drug addiction out of proportion with the 

population

Out of wedlock pregnancy rate very high

Sexually transmitted diseases off the charts



1968
A 

“tumultuous” 

year



Tet Offensive



Racial tensions explode in dozens of cities

MLK Assassination



1968 Election

Eugene McCarthy, Robert Kennedy & Hubert Humphrey 

all vie for Democratic Nomination after LBJ

pulls out unexpectedly



RFK Assassination



’68 Chicago Democratic Convention



Republican Nixon 

triumphs by taking advantage 

of  public “Backlash” against 

turmoil in 

1968 election.

Nixon’s Slogans:

“Peace With Honor” 

& 

I’ll listen to the

“Silent Majority”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

eM-764N2QM8&feature=related

Unpinned part 3

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM-764N2QM8&feature=related

