
 

 

Name _____________________________________________ 

 

Japanese Internment Documents 
Document #1:   

You and your family have been ordered to leave your house in 5 minutes.  Study the regulations in Document #1 for what you 

can and cannot bring.  In addition to the things you MUST bring, what five things would you take with you?  Why?  Remember, 

you can only bring what you can carry with your own two hands, including the items required of you in Document 1. 

 

 

Items you would take with you 

 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

Document #2:  Respond to Dwight Okita’s poem, “In Response to Executive Order 9066.” What lines in the poem strike you the 

most and why? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Document #3:  In three sentences or more, summarize the viewpoint expressed about Japanese internment in the letter to the 

editor written to the newspaper, The Fremont Argus, on December 20, 1982.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Document #4:  In three sentences or more, summarize the viewpoint expressed about Japanese internment in the letter to the 

editor written to the newspaper, The Fremont Argus, on January 2, 1983.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Document #5:   Identify 5 constitutional rights denied to Japanese Americans during internment.  Be very specific. 

 

1.  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. Do you think it is possible that something similar to the interning of Japanese Americans during World War II could happen in 

the United States today? Under what circumstances might it occur? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. In your opinion, was the internment of Japanese Americans justified or not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

3. In the 1980s, Japanese Americans  received official apologies from the U.S. government, and those who endured 

internment were awarded $20,000 each.  Comment on the appropriateness and the effectiveness of these actions by the 

government.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Document #1 
 

WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY 

WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 

 

Presidio of San Francisco, California 

April 1, 1942 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL PERSONS OF 

JAPANESE 
ANCESTRY 

 

Living in the Following Area: 

All of San Diego County, California: 

 

All Japanese persons, both alien and non-alien, will be evacuated from the above designated area by 12:00 o’clock noon 

Wednesday, April 8, 1942… 

 

The Following Instructions Must Be Observed: 

1.A responsible member of each family, preferably the head of the family, or the person in whose name most of the property is 

held, and each individual living alone, will report to the Civil Control Station . . . 

 

2. Evacuees must carry with them on departure for the Reception Center, the following property:  

a) Bedding and linens (no mattress) for each member of the family; 

b) Toilet articles for each member of the family; 

c) Extra clothing for each member of the family 

d) Sufficient knives, forks, spoons, plates, bowls and cups for each member of the family; 

e) Essential personal effects for each member of the family.  

 

The size and number of packages is limited to that which can be carried by the individual or family group.  

 

3. The United States Government through its agencies will provide for the storage at the sole risk of the owner . . . 

 

4. Each family, and individual living alone, will be furnished transportation to the Reception Center . . . 

 

Go to the Civil Control Station at 1919 India Street, San Diego, California, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Thursday, 

April 2, 1942, or between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 3, 1942, to receive further instructions. 

                                                                                               J.L. DeWITT      

                           Lieutenant General, U.S. Army Commanding  

 

 



 

 

Document #2 

 

 

In Response to 

Executive Order 9066: 

All Americans of Japanese Descent 

Must Report to Relocation Centers 

 

 

Dear Sirs: 

Of course I’ll come. I’ve packed my galoshes 

and three packets of tomato seeds. Denise calls them 

love apples. My father says where we’re going 

they won’t grow. 

 

I am a fourteen-year-old girl with bad spelling 

and a messy room. If it helps any, I will tell you 

I have always felt funny using chopsticks 

and my favorite food is hot dogs. 

My best friend is a white girl named Denise- 

We look at boys together. She sat in front of me 

All through grade school because our names: 

O’Connor, Ozawa. I know the back of Denise’s head very well. 

 

I tell her she’s going bald. She tells me I copy on tests. 

We’re best friends. 

 

I saw Denise today in Geography class. 

She was sitting on the other side of the room. 

“You’re trying to start a war,” she said, “giving secrets 

away to the Enemy, Why can’t you keep your big 

mouth shut?” 

 

I didn’t know what to say. 

I gave her a packet of tomato seeds 

and asked her to plant them for me, told her 

when the first tomato ripened 

she’d miss me. 

 

--Dwight Okita 

 



 

 

Document # 3 

December 20, 1982        

Only Japan attacked U.S. in World War II 

Editor: This is in response to Newton Kamakani’s  Dec. 13 letter in which he stated that “during World War II no German-

Americans or Italian-Americans were interned.” 

 He is right. Only Japanese-Americans. But then, no foreign government in history has committed such a mass slaughter 

and murder by surprise attack as Japan did on a peaceful Sunday morning, Dec. 7, 1941. 

 Germany under Hitler and Italy under Mussolini were enemies of the United States, but they did not kill, wound, and 

burn Americans when Hitler’s Germany declared war against England on Nov. 17, 1939. Japan declared war against the United 

States on Dec. 8, 1941, but not before it managed to murder 3,000 and wound 5,000 U.S. servicemen the day before. And this 

does not take into consideration the enormous property damage losses by the U.S. on Pearl Harbor.  

 Tell me which foreign nation did such a thing in the history of wars against the United States. Who first committed a 

surprise attack on America, killing, wounding, and burning and then declaring war the next day?  

It is plain common sense and completely natural that the American sentiment was aroused in hatred, anger, fear, and 

frustration against their Japanese-American neighbors. That Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, so devastating, so successful, so 

well-planned, organized and executed, added more fuel to the underlying discriminatory attitude of the Americans toward 

minority groups. 

If there had been a bloody riot by hot-headed Americans against Japanese residents and their property in retaliation for 

that Pearl Harbor attack, the Japanese-American community as a whole would have voiced its anger and protest toward the U.S. 

government for not safeguarding and protecting Japanese-American properties. Right? 

 So, therefore, Mr. Olson’s statement “that the Japanese-Americans were interned for the security of our nation” is 

correct. 

 And I would add, “to safeguard them from hostility and retaliation.” But now, Japanese-Americans want restitution in 

cash ($25, 000 each) for being interned. How about that? 

 I was a prisoner of war. 

   Jim Dronkers, Mission San Jose 

 

 

 

Document #4 

January 2, 1983         

Japanese-Americans not Guilty 

Editor: At the risk of belaboring a subject that already has been belabored enough, I would like to respond to the letters of 

Messrs. Sund and Dronkers which appeared in the Dec. 20 edition.  

 I find the logic of both letters incredible, saying in effect, that at the time of Pearl Harbor if one was of Japanese 

ancestry, although an American citizen, somehow that person shared in the responsibility for an action taken by the Imperial 

Government of Japan. This is analogous to saying if you were of German ancestry, you should share responsibility for the 

actions of the Third Reich, including the Holocaust. Considering the polyglot nature of our population, such ridiculous 

comparisons could almost be endless.  

 Allegations to the contrary, there is not one documented instance of any Japanese-American cooperating with, or 

contributing to, Japanese Imperial Government forces attacks against U.S. forces installations. Compare this fact with existence 

of German-American Bunds [pro-Nazi, pro-Hitler organizations of ethnic Germans in the U.S.] prior to and during the early part 

of, World War II. No such organizations existed among the Japanese. And why is mention seldom made of the all-Japanese U.S. 

infantry unit (a brigade, I believe) that fought with bravery and distinction in Europe during the war? 

 Dronkers attempts to add authority to his own views by mentioning his prisoner status. What he unintentionally does, in 

my opinion, is refute the thesis of his entire letter. As he states he was a Japanese Prisoner of War, he was not a Japanese-

American Prisoner of War. 

 The overwhelming majority of our citizenry recognize Japanese-Americans for what they are: fellow U.S. citizens. 

Some of the older generations of this citizen category were shamefully treated in an episode of our history and most of the rest of 

us are trying to cope with that.  

      Leo M. Praett, USAF, Retired, Pleasanton 

  



 

 

Document #5   
 

Amendments to the Constitution of the United States 

 

 

Amendment Four 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but  

upon probable cause, describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

The government cannot search a person’s home or personal belongings without a warrant describing what is 

to be searched and seized. 

 

 

Amendment Five 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 

indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 

service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put 

in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 

use, without just compensation.  

No one can be held against their will without being charged with a crime, nor can anyone have their life, 

liberty or property taken without due process (proper court action), and no one’s private property can be 

taken without a fair compensation. 

 

 

Amendment Six 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury 

of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed; which district shall have been 

previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted 

with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have 

the assistance of Counsel for his defense. 

Anyone accused of a crime has the right to a public trial to be decided by a jury, to be informed of the crime 

which he is accused of committing, the right to face the witnesses against him, to present his own witnesses, 

and to be represented by a lawyer. 

 

 

Amendment Fourteen 
Section 1: All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law 

which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; or shall any State deprive any 

person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 

the equal protection of the laws. 

Anyone who is born in the United States is considered a citizen of the United States and granted all the rights 

of any citizen, regardless of their race, creed (religion), or color and no citizen can be deprived of their life, 

liberty of property without due process. 

 

 
 

 

 


