
           U.S. History  --  Mr.  DeNardo 
 

Manifest Destiny & Imperialism Primary Source Dialectical 
DIRECTIONS:  During this unit we will mainly examine U.S. foreign policy between about 1890 and 1920.  This was a period 

of growing U.S. “imperialism” overseas.  However, prior to this “imperialist” phase, the U.S. was involved in a period of 

“manifest destiny”-inspired expansion across North America.  Below are selected quotes from both periods.  Your assignment 

is to read/annotate each of the documents, respond on the right with your comments, reactions, and questions, and rank the 

documents 1-9 based on which ones you find the most interesting and/or that stood out to you the most.  Finally, in the space 

provided answer the summary question at the end. 
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President Andrew Jackson in a speech to Congress regarding his 

proposed Indian Removal Act - 1833: 

“... I suggest for your consideration the [idea] of setting apart an 

ample district west of the Mississippi and [outside] the limits of 

any state or territory now formed to be guaranteed to the Indian 

tribes as long as they choose to occupy it.  Each tribe shall have 

distinct control over a designated portion of the land.  There, they 

may be secure in governments of their own choice, subject to no 

other control by the United States than may be necessary to 

preserve peace...” 

 

 

 

Statement of the Cherokee Tribe after forced removal to Indian 

Territory west of the Mississippi River (“Trail of Tears”) - 1836: 

“... We [The Cherokees] were happy and prosperous under strict 

observance of treaty regulations with the United States 

government, and we were making rapid advances in civilization, 

morals and education.  Little did we anticipate that when taught 

to think and feel like American citizens, we would be attacked by 

our guardians and forced to become strangers and wanderers in 

the wilds of the far west away from the homes of our fathers ... 

Upwards of fifteen thousand of our people have been forced by 

the instruments of the President of the United States into an 

operation that is an aberration in the civilized world causing the 

deaths of thousands...” 

 

 

 

 

President James K. Polk in a letter to a Congress – 1845: 

“The question of our expansion into Mexican territory is a very 

interesting one ...  I must say that annexation promises to enlarge 

the circle of democracy, and is essential to the prosperity of the 

United States, particularly in lessening the probabilities of future 

collision with foreign powers and giving them the further 

blessings of peace.” 

 

 

 

Editorial, Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper after the outbreak of 

the Mexican –American War -- 1846: 

“We Americans love to indulge in thoughts of the future extent of 

the size and power of this nation because with this increase 

comes the increase of human happiness and liberty  ... What has 

miserable and inefficient Mexico with her superstitions and 

tyranny done to promote the peopling of the New World with a 

noble race?  Be it our mission to achieve!  Be it ours to roll down 

all the upstart obstacles to freedom that come our way!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Daniel Dickenson, Senator from New York during the Mexican-

American War -- 1848: 

“Cities and towns have sprung up upon the shores of the Pacific . 

We have yet to fulfill our manifest destiny there.  New territory is 

spread out for us to subdue and fertilize; new races are presented 

for us to civilize, educate and absorb; new triumphs in the cause 

of freedom.  North America presents to the eye one great 

geographical system . . . it is soon to become the commercial 

center of the world.” 
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 Editorial, Mexican Newspaper, 1856: 

“The reluctance of the Americans to take responsibility for taking 

over our northern territory clearly was based mainly on racism 

and greed.  Mexicans, with our different language and traditions 

were looked upon as inferior and incapable of self government by 

the United States ...  Therefore, [United States] politicians 

justified their land grab of one third of the Mexican nation.” 

 

 Historian John Fiske on U.S. presence in Latin America & Asia - 1897: 

“. . . the work which the English speaking race began when it 

colonized North America as part of its manifest destiny is now 

bound  to go on until every land on the earth’s surface that is not 

already the seat of an old civilization shall become English in its 

language, in its religion, in its political habits and traditions, and 

to a predominant extent in the blood of its people. The day is at 

hand when a majority of the human race will trace its pedigree to 

the English forefathers, as the majority of the white people of the 

United States trace their pedigree today . . .” 

 

 U.S. Navy Captain Alfred T. Mahan, 1898: 

“Having therefore no foreign establishments [bases], either 

colonial or military, the ships of war of the United States, will be 

like land birds, unable to fly far from their own shores. To 

provide resting places for them, where they can refuel and repair 

should be one of the first duties of government to increase the 

power of our nation at sea…  Control of overseas regions is 

insured primarily by a strong navy; secondarily, by strategic 

positions, suitably chosen and spaced one from the other, upon 

which bases for the navy may rest, and from which it can exert its 

strength. At present positions in the Caribbean and Pacific are 

occupied by foreign [European] powers.  The United States 

should obtain overseas bases by any means because of the 

necessity to our nation’s strength” 

 

 U.S. Senator Albert J. Beveridge (S.D.) -- 1899: 

“American factories are making more than the American people 

can use; American soil is producing more than we can consume. 

Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must 

and shall be ours . . . We will establish trading posts throughout 

the world as distributing points for American products. We will 

cover the ocean with our merchant and naval ships. Great 

colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with 

us will grow around our posts of trade. Our political and social 

institutions will follow our flag on the wings of commerce.” 

 

 

Based on what has been discussed in class and the quotes above,  compare the “manifest destiny” philosophy of the 

mid-1800’s (first 6 quotes) with the “imperialist” philosophy of the late 1800’s (last 3 quotes).   

What do you see as the main similarities and differences between the two philosophies? 

 

 


