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    Course of Study

    SHELTERED SUBJECTS, Levels 1 and 2


I. INTRODUCTION

 Sheltered Subjects are two-semester, ten-credit courses designed for the student whose native 
language is other than English and whose proficiency in English falls below fluent.  These are 
two components of the District's ELD program, which also includes English Language 
Development.  Sheltered instruction can be defined as a holistic process-focused instructional 
approach that makes academic instruction in English understandable to ELL students. It follows 
and is as rigorous as standard curriculum and fulfills graduation course requirements just as the 
standard courses do.
                                      
The primary goals of sheltered instruction are as follows:

1. To teach required content area material to ELL students

2. To build upon the students' prior knowledge and experiences
   
3. To show relevance of new material to the students' native culture and 
   daily life

4. To develop the students' critical thinking skills

5. To integrate language instruction into content area instruction.

Resource assistance in the form of supplementary materials and tutoring facilitate and reinforce 
the ELL students' academic instruction while they are in the program and after they have exited.

II. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Student learning outcomes are essentially the same as for the parallel standard curriculum 
course. Accommodations are made to infuse more language instruction into the content learning 
and to explicitly develop students’ academic skills as required by the discipline.


III. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Teaching content area material to ELL students requires a variety of techniques that allow every 
student to gain from comprehensible and meaningful instruction.  The teacher addresses the 
three learning modalities: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic to engage all the students in learning.  
Peer interaction and tutoring enable students to teach others what they know, thereby 
reinforcing their knowledge and self-confidence.
 
The teacher controls and simplifies vocabulary and sentences presented in the instruction and 
uses restatement, expansion and repetition to make ideas more comprehensible.  When teaching 
literature in particular, the teacher makes such elements as setting, plot, characterization and theme as comprehensible as possible by building on the students' prior knowledge and 
experiences. Comparisons and references to the culture and literature of the students' native 
countries are made whenever possible.  Pictures, maps, films, diagrams, concrete objects, 
pantomime and anecdotes help convey the meaning of new words and concepts.  The teacher 
presents unfamiliar vocabulary and appropriate historical and cultural information before 
assigning reading in the work.  Frequent opportunities to hear excerpts of the literature read or 
dramatized either by the teacher or on tape reinforce comprehension and correct pronunciation 
of the new vocabulary.  Students should also be given the chance to read aloud, uninterrupted 
by the correction of their pronunciation. 

Students can keep a vocabulary notebook for each content area, adding words and their 
definitions as they are introduced.  Hands-on activities including projects that require 
combining visuals with text effectively reinforce learning and give students opportunities to 
communicate in their new language.  Students demonstrate comprehension through gestures, 
role playing, simulations, group and individual projects and discussion.  The teacher regularly 
asks them to summarize or explain material that has been taught to check for understanding and 
uses questioning strategies that give the students sufficient time to respond. 

Field trips, presentations by speakers from the district and the community, class newspapers or 
newsletters, pen pal letters and creative writing assignments enrich and enliven the content.  

IV. STUDENT ASSESSMENT

    The teacher informs the students of course grading procedures at the beginning of each 
semester.  Criteria may include homework, class participation, short writing assignments, 
compositions, projects, reports, tests and a final examination at the end of the semester.

Teacher observation of the students' daily performance provides informal evaluation of their 
progress.  Structured written tests are given at appropriate intervals following units of 
instruction.

V. GENERAL INFORMATION

Prerequisites

In general, ELL students should have the same prerequisites for Sheltered Subjects as exist for 
the parallel standard curriculum course.  However, the ELL staff may alter the sequence of 
courses in order to make them available to students in a group setting.  Placement shall be on 
the recommendation of the ELL Coordinator in consultation with the counselor, student and 
parents..

Requirements Met

Credit earned in Sheltered Subjects may be used to meet district graduation requirements in the 
parallel academic subjects.  

Specific Sheltered Subjects curricula have been developed for some required courses and  may 
be used to supplement and modify the standard curriculum to allow for the students' level of 
skills and abilities, ranging from beginning to advanced. See Sheltered English, Levels 1 and 2, 
Sheltered World History, and others as they are developed.
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