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Excerpt from “Young. Rich. Drunk.”
by Mac Douglass, Sam Mandell, and
Max Schieble:
“The scene is getting murkier by the second.
There are only four people left at the table. The
rest of the group is distributed throughout the
bottom floor of the home. Some have driven
home. Some have been driven home. Some
forgot to drive home and some never intended
to. A few feet to the left of the beer pong game
there’s a bedroom door and through it three
senior girls and one guy lie passed out on a
queen-sized bed. A boy and a girl lie intertwined and unconscious on a couch in the
living room and our protagonist, the senior
boy whose blurred vision is telling this story,
finally gives in and shuts his eyes tight to avoid
the dizzying effect of the spinning walls and
ceiling. In an hour beer pong will be done and
even our four holdouts at the table will have
crashed. Maybe the guests will help clean up in
the morning. Maybe lawyers will help clean up
in the morning.” –
“ ‘I miss the fun, but not the consequences.’ ”
–Daniel Callen, senior, quoted in story

Excerpt from “Defining the Problem:
Graduation Rates” by Thanh Lu and
Herb Wade:
“Last year, 295 students from Tamalpais High
School walked across Meade Theater to receive
their diplomas. Among them were seven
African-American students who had come to
Tam from Martin Luther King Middle School, all
that remained of the 14 who had entered Tam
as freshmen.”
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Tam News Writers Named Story of Year Finalists
by Jonah Steinhart, English Teacher and Tam News Adviser

T

he Tam News gained national attention in early September
when the student-run newsmagazine was one of only four
high school publications in the entire US to have two stories
named as finalists in the Story of the Year competition conducted
by the National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA). One of the
finalist stories, “Defining the Problem,” by Thanh Lu and Herb Wade,
investigated Tam’s African American graduation rates; while the
other, “Young. Rich. Drunk.” by Mac Douglass, Sam Mandell and Max
Schieble, explored the 74-percent teenage drinking rate in Marin.
Contest winners will be announced at the NSPA annual convention
in Washington, DC in November. As further validation of last year’s
accomplishments, The Tam News also received a gold medal in the
Columbia University Scholastic Press Association’s 2008-09 critique.
Beneath the awards lies an even more compelling story. The winning
articles, one written collaboratively by two students from Marin City,
the other by a trio from Mill Valley and Bolinas, all with GPAs as diverse
as their backgrounds and personalities, exemplify the outstanding
work generated by the heterogeneous, yet close-knit community that
makes up The Tam News. All five of the students who wrote the finalist articles now attend four-year universities. Three of those students
earned full scholarships. And in a humorous twist that he won’t mind sharing with readers, one of the
writers was put on academic probation before he even arrived at his four-year college; admission officials told him in no uncertain terms that he was granted admission because of his writing, and that
he would need to maintain a higher GPA in college than he did at Tam.
Continued on page 2

Dr. Denise Pope to Speak to Tam Students and Faculty
Last November Tamalpais High School joined Mill Valley Middle School in co-sponsoring the
parent education conference, “Stressed-out Students,” which was held at Tam High and featured
a figure of national stature in the field of stress and suicide prevention, Dr. Denise Pope from
Stanford University. Response to this event was overwhelmingly positive to such an extent that
parents have requested Dr. Pope’s return to Tam High in order to work with both students and
faculty around the issue of stress; specifically, how it can be effectively handled and diminished.
Our hope is to make Tam a safer and richer learning environment for all our students.
On November 10, 2009, Dr. Pope will meet and speak to all Tam students and faculty. There will
be a modified schedule and a minimum day on Tuesday, November 10, so that all students at
every grade level will have the opportunity to hear Dr. Pope’s presentation. Following student
dismissal and lunch, the entire Tam faculty will spend the afternoon hearing Dr. Pope speak and
will have an opportunity to ask questions.
Continued on page 2
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Principal’s Message

Tam News Writers

by Tom Drescher

Tam’s API Continues to Climb
Tam’s API (Academic Performance Index) rose 11 points this year to a score of
868! While we don’t want to place too much emphasis on this single indicator
of student performance, our steady rise in API the past three years suggests
we are overall moving in a positive direction. Our growth of 11 points is the
largest gain of the three comprehensive schools this year. Thank you to the teachers, students, and
parents for their hard work in this amazing accomplishment.
Budget Update
The Tam district had nearly one million dollar in cuts to our budget last year as a result of the financial
crisis in California. The most recent projections indicate the district will have to cut an additional
1.6 million dollars from our budget for the 2010-2011 school year. While the amount is significant,
Tam High and the Tam District are committed to maintaining the same high quality educational
programs our students deserve. Our goal is to deal with these cuts in a way that has minimal or no
impact to our instructional programs.
Back to School Night
Tam Administration was pleased with the high parent attendance at Back to School Night. We received
positive feedback on the change in format, whereby site and district administrators were able to
interact with parents during the social. One question raised by numerous parents that evening was
the timing of the compost delivery at 2 pm on Back to School night. Needless to say I was shocked
by the poor timing of the delivery, and I’m excited that modernization will be completed by the end
of December. Thank you to the Tam community as we deal with the final compost of modernization.
Modernization
Modernization is still on target for completion by the end of December 2009. Additional pathways
around campus were opened for Back to School Night, and landscaping in the front of the school will
be completed in the next couple of weeks. By the time this article is printed, the Miller parking lot will
be completed and reopened to allow focus to shift to the tennis courts. The last information I received
indicated water in the pool in early November with student swimming in PE classes in the spring
semester. Campus lighting will be delivered on November 9, with installation completed soon after.
While slow at times, modernization continues moving forward and the campus looks more beautiful
and complete with each passing day. Thanks again for your patience these past nine years.

Dr. Denise Pope to Speak to Tam Students and Faculty

Dr. Pope, a lecturer at the Stanford University School of Education for the
past nine years, specializes in student engagement, curriculum studies, qualitative research methods, and service learning. She founded and
directs the “Challenge Success Project,” a research and intervention effort
working with K-12 schools to counter the causes of academic stress. She lectures nationally on
parenting techniques and pedagogical strategies to increase student health, engagement with
learning and integrity. Her book, Doing School: How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed Out,
Materialistic, and Miseducated Students (Yale University Press, 2001), was named a Notable Book
in Education by the American School Board Journal in 2001. She is a three-time recipient of the
Stanford University School of Education Outstanding Teacher and Mentor Award. Prior to her
work at Stanford she taught English at both the high school and college levels. She is married
with three children.
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While the awards are a wonderful validation
of the students’ effort and talent, they symbolize something bigger: the quality education
that kids of disparate culture and character
receive when they have the opportunity to
come together and take the initiative to work
toward a common goal. Advanced Journalism, the class used to produce The Tam News,
is led by student editors, and the kids make
all decisions regarding the editing, layout
and financing of the publication. Like AIM,
drama and other successful Tam programs,
The Tam News is student-run in every sense of
the term. The journalism room in Upper Keyser is rarely quiet or conflict free, but students
emerge from the program with a deft ability
to work as a team and leverage the different
talents, interests and insights that each student brings to the classroom. The result often
is quality, non-profit journalism that focuses
on issues that matter to Tam students.
At a time when schools – and journalism
programs in particular – across the nation
face violent budget cuts, Tam continues to
thrive as a model of public education in its
finest form.
To view the award winning articles, visit
www.tamnews.org.

Continued from page 1

The Tam High PTSA meeting in November will be held that same evening and will
include observations and discussion by faculty and students regarding the presentations held earlier in the day. All Tam parents will be encouraged to attend.

Continued from page 1
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MVMS/Tam High Joint
Parent Ed Conference
Date: Saturday, November 14
Time: 8 am – 1 pm
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Kenneth R. Ginsburg
Location: Mill Valley Middle School
For the second year, Tam High PTSA and Mill
Valley Middle School will team up to sponsor a
parent education conference. Join us at MVMS
on Saturday, November 14, from 8 am to 1
pm. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Kenneth
R. Ginsburg. Dr. Ginsburg is a nationallyrenowned pediatrician, specializing in adolescent medicine at The Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia. He is a leading authority on
developing resilience in children and adolescents by creating strategies to build upon
their already present strengths, competencies
and resilience. He seeks to bring focus upon
the impact of stress on our children and to
redefine perceptions of “success.”
Dr. Ginsburg is the director of health services
at Covenant House of Philadelphia, and
Oakland, California, shelters for homeless
and disenfranchised youth. His books include
“A Parent’s Guide to Building Resilience
in Children and Teens,” “But I’m Almost 13;
An Action Plan for Raising a Responsible
Adolescent,” and “Less Stress, More Success”
(co-authored with Marilee Jones).
Watch your email for more details about
this amazing speaker and parent education
opportunity later this month.

Book Passage Luncheon

Show Your Appreciation at Staff Breakfast
Our first faculty and staff appreciation breakfast of the school year was held on Friday,
September 4. It was a fabulous event, and our guests were extremely appreciative
of the effort shown by our parents. A great big thank you to all of those dedicated
volunteers that participated in this event, with special thanks to my good friends
Victoria Rudolph and Bettina Mow, freshman parents who worked around my
crazy schedule, and helped decorate the room at 6:30 the night before.
Our next breakfast will take place on Friday, October 30. The theme is
Halloween, and traditionally the Tam faculty and staff get into the spirit of
the holiday with fabulous costumes. If there is any possibility of your
stopping by Room 326 in Upper Keyser for a visit, it is so worth it!
To participate with set-up or to provide an item for the breakfast, contact Helene Siegel-Fotos at
415-389-8598 (home) or 415-717-7189 (cell).

Thunder and Lightning and Rain – Oh My!
by Jill Templeton

This year’s Back to Tam day started off with a real bang! In the wee hours of Saturday, the Bay Area
was treated to one of the showiest lightning storms in recent memory. Despite the dramatic conditions, alumni, parents and a couple of students turned out for the eight annual work day. Tam grads
are made of some pretty tough stuff and really proved that they know what local volunteerism can
accomplish!
This is always a special event as alumni return to Tam from far and wide. The former women’s custodian (who retired from Tam in the early 1970s!), along with people who’d been in the Northern
Territories and Southern California for decades were thrilled to be back and share memories of days
gone by. Some of the alumni return year after year and really are ready to get dirty and work hard.
Many were amazed to see modernization continue to take shape and had stories about what they
did where on campus.
While the rain postponed painting plans, many areas of the campus were pruned, weeded and
planted. We hope you had a chance to see some of the recent efforts at Back to School Night.
Our next “Garden Parties” will be Saturday, October 10, and Saturday, November 7, from 9 am until
noon. As always, students can earn community service hours for helping out. Please rsvp to Jill
Templeton at jillt007@gmail.com or 388-8501 and pitch in.

Please join us for a Book Talk Luncheon at
Book Passage on Wednesday, December 2,
from 11:45 am to 2 pm. This is an inspiring
event for book lovers and avid readers. It is
presented at an opportune time of the year
to purchase holiday gifts. Elaine Petrocelli will lead a lively appraisal of recently
published books in her popular bookstore.
A lovely lunch is included in the $40 fee.
Proceeds to benefit Tam High Foundation.
Please contact Patti Bertenthal at 388-5863
or by email at howardbertenthal@aol.com.
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News from Parent-to-Parent Connection
Does your student have learning challenges that are causing difficulties in school? Do you have
questions about his or her IEP (Individualized Education Plan) or 504 Plan, or do you need to know
more about these plans and how to make them more effective? If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” you can find help at Parent-to-Parent Connection (P2P), a Tam district support group
for parents of high school students with learning challenges. Our monthly parent meetings, held in
the evening at the Kreps Conference Center on the Redwood High campus, feature dynamic speakers who offer information on a wide variety of topics, from maximizing the high school experience
to choosing a college. We open each meeting a half hour before the program to allow for informal
discussion and networking with other parents, and we have time for Q&A with our speakers.
Parent representatives from each district high school organize the P2P speaker series. We meet
monthly with Karen Mates, TUHSD Director of Special Education, to plan P2P programs as well
as voice your questions and concerns about how well the district is serving student needs. If you
would like to be on the e-mail list or have comments or questions, please contact p2p@tuhsd.
marin.k12.ca.us. To find out more about P2P and for resources in the community, visit our website
at www.tamdistrict.org/p2p.
Please join us for our October 15 P2P meeting. The topic is: What’s Next? Four Year Colleges For
Students With Learning Differences, featuring Jane McClure, educational consultant with McClure,
Baron and Mallory. You’ll get to meet us and other like-minded parents AND get off to a good start
for the 2009-10 academic year.

P2P 2009-10 Meeting Schedule
Second or third Thursday of the Month (except April 7) from 6:30-9 pm in Kreps Conference
Center, Redwood High School. Program at 7 pm; Informal parent meeting time 6:30-7 pm.
October 15
What’s Next? Four-Year Colleges for LD Kids with Jane McClure.
November 12
You Do Have a Choice. Which High School Best Suits Your Student’s Needs? P2P parent representatives.
January 14
Four-Year College isn’t the Only Way: Real Life Options that Work for Kids with Learning Challenges
Including Two-Year College Programs. Robert Flynn from College of Marin (check P2P website for
additional speakers).
February 11
Challenges of Adolescence: Identifying and Preventing High-Risk Behaviors in Teens. Dr. Devora Depper;
Cory DeMars, San Andreas counselor; Michele Nicolay, project coordinator, Tam District binge
drinking prevention program.
March 11
Kids in Crisis: Strategies, Options & Resources. Molly Baron and Bob Casanova (McClure, Mallory and
Baron); Stephanie Stein (Matrix); Ricardo Murgia (Coyote Coast); Marcus Small (The Center for
Restorative Justice).
April 7
Transitions: Preparing for College, Work & Life. Tam District transition team.
May 13
Social Upheaval: The Ups and Downs of Teen Relationships. Dr. Diane Engelman.
Welcome back to school!
We hope to see you at one of our meetings.
Janet Miller and Sarah Kass, Coordinators, Parent to Parent Connection (p2p)
Betsy Hillman, Holly Seerley and Mary Serventi, Tam High School Representatives
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REMINDER:
Tam High Foundation,
Making The Difference
by Julie Kertzman

October Is Parent Campaign Month
Thank you to the many families who have
already donated to the Tam High Foundation
with the first-day packet donation envelope or
through our new website. Our annual campaign is off to a strong start and we hope to
increase our family and business participation
this year. Those families who have yet to donate
will receive a friendly call this month from a
dedicated volunteer who can answer any questions you may have about the Foundation. The
need for additional funding has never been
greater as we see the district, state and federal
budgets under extreme pressure.
At Back to School Night parents saw evidence
of the Tam High Foundation in every classroom and throughout the campus. Along with
new laptop computers in the library, the new
journalism lab and new peripheral and camera
equipment for the AIM program, parents
learned about guest artists in the classroom
for English, Music and CTE. Soon you’ll see the
completion of “Centennial Square,” the beautiful
outdoor space at the foot of the Keyser buildings where students will be able to relax and
enjoy the magnificent views of Mt. Tam and
Richardson Bay (and the new pool!) We have
launched a project to design and upgrade the
Student Center interiors this year and you’ll hear
more about that as the plans develop.
The Foundation supports community building
through Link Crew programs and the Tam Family Newsletter, additional support for students
through the Career Center and Academic
Workshops and many more teacher initiatives.
Your donation to the Tam High Foundation truly
makes a difference for every student.
It’s easy to donate! Visit the website, tamhighfoundation.org, and make a secure online donation or mail in the donation envelope. You may
also complete your donation with a volunteer
over the phone.
Thank you for your support!

STUDENT LIFE

Student Artwork
Additional artwork is on line for viewing at the Tam High website under Teachers,
Lynne Finlay Klein.

REEL NEWS
News from the Academy of
Integrated Humanities and
New Media
Barry Writes The Songs That Make The AIM
Kids Sing
September in AIM means it’s time for The Mandy
Project where students learn the foundations
of digital storytelling and video production.
Working in mixed junior-senior groups of four
to five, students produce a five-minute film that
tells a story, weaving together music (one lucky
group gets Barry Manilow’s classic Mandy) and
various requirements such as dancing with an
anonymous mom or arm-wrestling a stranger.
Seniors impart the wisdom of their past year
in AIM to juniors who are eager to learn how
to make movie magic. In preparation for this
challenge, DIMS teacher Mike Goldstein spends
a solid month guiding students on how to use
professional video cameras and Final Cut Pro
through short, in-class mini projects where
seniors act as mentors to the juniors.
Aside from the Mandy project, students are
hard at work learning the fundamentals of
rhetoric and capitalism. Mr. Tarpinian has been
teaching about the history of the written word

Top left: Art Exploration, Mandala
Sarah Moses (bird)

and providing an in-depth study of rhetoric,

Bottom left: Art Exploration, Mandala
Shannon Fuller (tree/cat)

teaching the laws of supply and demand by

Top right: AP Studio Art, Abstraction, Acrylic
Adrienne Foley

Philosophers, Naked Economics, Freakonomics

Middle right: Draw/Paint, Self Portrait, Watercolor
Emily Low Schwenk

foundation students are ready to explore more

Bottom right: Draw/Paint, Self Portrait
Mixed Medium on stretched canvas
Riley Sykes

while Ms. Scharf has been has focused on
having students read excerpts from The Worldly
and The Wisdom of Crowds. With this curricular
complex and intriguing themes.
Two AIM films, Art? and I’m Not My Tights will
be shown on Saturday, October 17, at 11 am at
the Rafael Theater as part of the Mill Valley Film
Festival. The two documentaries were chosen
from over 75 international submissions. Come
celebrate some excellent student work with us!
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College and Career Center Services
by Susan Gertman, College and Career Specialist
Sgertman@tuhsd.marin.k12.ca.us
380-3582

KEEP INFORMED
The best way to keep informed about College and Career Center events is to make sure each of
your students registers with PrepHQ, the district’s student organizer. It is easy to do. Go to tamhigh.
org, click on Academics, then Prep HQ and follow the link. Once there, “Click Here to Register.” Make
sure your email address is current. Juniors and seniors receive regular emails first semester and
sophomores are added second semester.

Marin County School to
Career Partnership
by Nancy Westreich, School to Career Liaison
College and Career Center
Redwood High School (415) 945-3604
Tamalpais High School (415) 380-3558
nwestreich@tamdistrict.org
Marin County
School to Career
Partnership

SAT & ACT
You can download the current SAT and ACT testing calendars and register for either test by going online. For the SAT, go to collegeboard.com and for the ACT go to actstudent.org. Students are strongly
encouraged to register online. Register early for a convenient test site. Tam is not a testing site.
Students applying to the University of California must complete all testing by the December test
date. Certain impacted California State University campuses, including San Diego and Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo, require students to complete testing by November. For more information on UC and
CSU admissions requirements go to: csumentor.edu and universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions.
CHSPE
The California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE) will be given in San Rafael on October 17.
Students who pass the CHSPE will receive a high school equivalency certificate and may leave high
school with parental permission. Pre-registration is required. For more information, go to chspe.net.
The CHSPE is different from the California Exit Exam required for graduation from Tam.
COLLEGE REPS AT TAM
Representatives of colleges from across the US come to Tam each fall to meet with students. These are
wonderful opportunities for students to learn about different colleges and the application process. The
list expands daily and is announced in the bulletin. It is also available in the Career Center and PrepHQ.
So far, 38 colleges and universities from across the country are scheduled to visit Tam in October.
COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCEDURES
Applications for admission to the University of California and California State University are available
online October 1. Seniors may get help with their applications during most tutorial periods through
November in the College and Career Center and special online application workshops.
Students can access the CSU application online at csumentor.edu and the UC application at universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions. Application fee waivers are available online. The filing period for
CSU campuses is October 1 to November 30. UC accepts applications November 1 to November 30.
The Common Application, used by more than 350 colleges, is available online at commonapp.org.
UPCOMING EVENTS
College Essay Writing Workshop: Ellen White, a private college counselor and essay consultant, will
give advice on how to write a personal essay for UC and private colleges on Wednesday, October
14, during tutorial.
Online UC and CSU Application Workshops: CSU Workshop, Wednesday, October 14, and UC
Workshop, Wednesday, October 21, both 2:45-4 pm, in the Hoetger Hall computer lab. Combined
workshops on October 28 and November 4, 9:45-10:45 am, Hoetger Hall computer lab.
College Planning for Juniors: Juniors and their parents are invited to preview what is ahead for students planning to attend two-year or four-year colleges on Thursday, November 5, at 6:30 pm in the
Student Center. The counseling staff will review the timeline for standardized testing, college visits,
filing applications and submitting financial aid forms.
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For students who are
interested in healthcare, Marin General and Kaiser Hospitals
are sponsoring Youth Health Forums on
October 7 and October 30. Students will
hear presentations by physicians, nurses
and other healthcare professionals about
their careers. Applications were due on
September 24, but there are a few spots still
available. Applications are in the College and
Career Office. There will be another field trip
to visit the hospitals in March.
Other School to Career Services
As the School to Career Liaison for Tamalpais
High School, I am available in the College
and Career Center on Wednesdays and
Thursdays. I assist students with internship
placement and preparation, finding job
shadows and informational interviewing opportunities. I also help students with resume
writing, interviewing skills, and provide
opportunities for students to participate
in career-related field trips and activities
throughout the year.

STUDENT LIFE

CTE Fall Productions from Modern to Mystic in October
October promises to be a busy month for Conservatory Theatre Ensemble advanced drama students,
onstage as well as off. Two main-stage productions will premiere within the same month to kick off
the 2009-10 season with provocative, contemporary plays, as well as ancient lore. Three For Thought:
An Evening of Short Modern Plays plays October 6- 9 and 11 and is followed by Crow and Weasel
playing October 26-30. These plays portend a very exciting season for the student theater company
this year.
Three for Thought: An Evening of Short Modern Plays
Three for Thought: An Evening of Short Modern Plays is a collection of three one-act plays by contemporary playwrights. Two are by famous playwrights Edward Albee and Eugene Ionesco. The
third is from newer playwright Nick Dear. All three plays share elements of altered time and space
and characters who feel the impact of this skewed universe to sometimes hilarious, sometimes
poignant, effect in moments that examine modern life.
Up first in the evening is Ionesco’s The Bald Soprano, directed by guest artist Joe Lucas. The play
premiered in Paris in 1957 to overt controversy and outrage. Ionesco, an early playwright of the
Theatre of the Absurd genre, created the play partly in reaction to the post
World War II times and partly in revolt to the conventional theater. Plays of this
school emphasize the absurdity and meaninglessness of human existence by
using disjointed, repetitious, and pointless dialogue, along with purposeless and
confusing situations and/or plots that lack realistic or logical development.

Four Tam students
Selected as National
Merit Semifinalists
Adam Berman, Emil Barkovich, William
McDonald and Sarah Schwartz were
among 16,000 students nationwide named
last month as semifinalists in the 2010
National Merit Scholarship program. The
semi-finalists and commended students are
selected based on their scores on the PSATNMSQT they took last October as juniors.
Finalists for this year’s scholarship program
will be announced between April and July.
The program offers more than $36 million
spread among some 8,200 scholarships.

This genre began in the 1950s in France with playwrights such as Samuel
Beckett, Jean Genet and eventually Eugene Ionesco. It was wildly popular
through the 1960s, eventually influencing British playwright Harold Pinter and
American playwrights Arthur Kopit and Edward Albee.
With The Bald Soprano, French playwright Ionesco developed the idea by
exploring the absurdity of language and communication while attempting to
learn English from a primer. He was impressed by the contents of the dialogues
he was learning, often very sober and strange. Like many works in the Theatre of
the Absurd genre, the underlying theme of The Bald Soprano is not immediately
apparent, but emerges through the course of the play. The cast of The Bald Soprano includes
Marcus Salazar, Mark Hill, Gaby Mercer-Slomoff, Carrie Brandon, Danielle Bowen and Peter
Malmquist, and is stage-managed by Nicole Wentworth.

(L-R) Emil Barkovich, William McDonald, Adam Berman, and
Sarah Schwartz.

Second in the evening is a fascinating short play called Lunch in Venice by English playwright Nick
Dear and directed by drama teacher Ben Cleaveland. The story involves several young art students
who are studying painters in Venice and meet with an event that changes the course of their lives.
Over the span of the play these young people discover several surprises and revelations about
themselves and their transcendence of time and place. Though entertaining, the story also includes
many metaphysical overtones designed to provoke audiences to think about the role of art in
our lives. The cast of Lunch in Venice includes Rachael Chavez, Katya Baker-Levine, Elijah Goldberg,
Vanessa Caldarelli, Nick Simkalo and Frankie Stornaiuolo. Stage-manager duties are handled by
Mike Brinkman. Cameo appearances as the Commedia Del Arte actors include second year drama
students Conor Crockett, Tom Carvey, Lily Rosenswieg, Emily Pathman, Mason Fernandez and
Ivy Ryan.
The evening comes full circle as it returns to Theatre of the Absurd with Albee’s controversial play,
The American Dream, directed by drama instructor Susan Brashear. This play premiered in 1961 in
New York City as one of Albee’s first efforts following the success of The Zoo Story and was widely
hailed as the first play by an American playwright to fit within the designation of Absurdist Theater.
The play is a biting satire of American family life and empty values in reaction to the complacency
Continued on page 8
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CTE Fall Productions from Modern to Mystic in October — Continued from page 7
of the 1950s. Albee’s
American family lives
in an altered universe
with the familiar uses of
warped time and identities often featured in absurdist theater with hilarious but disturbing results.
The American Dream cast
is Sarah Schwartz, Jordan
Liff, Mary DeCuir, Margot
Cardamone and Brett
Russell. Stage manager duties are fulfilled by
Jesse Kious.

The cast of Lunch in Venice.

All three plays share the same designers and production staff who interpret the common themes
and complement or contrast them through the visual and audio aspects of the final production.
Three for Thought designers are Charlie Eddy, lighting, Victoria Palmer and Kate Suppes, costumes,
Emmet Raymond, sound, Anschel Burke, props, and Lara Zegart, set design.
Three For Thought is an evening intended for high school audiences and older that strives to get them
to think and to engage in discourse about these plays’ subjects and their unconventional styles.
Crow and Weasel
Later in the month, CTE’s second show is Crow and Weasel, adapted by Jim Leonard, Jr., from the
children’s book by Barry Lopez, and directed by guest artist Robert Ernst. The story follows two
young “animal people” who go on a vision quest to the Northern Lights. The characters are based
on tales from the Plains Indian tribe and include many elements of that culture are included within
the play. For example, the Plains Indians had no formal religion but instead practiced Animism,
which held that all living things have a sprit. This idea forms the core of Crow and Weasel.
Important within this religion were the group ceremonies to Wakan Tanka (the Great Spirit), such
as the Sun Dance. This ceremony lasted four days and involved some self-sacrifice and self-inflicted
pain. Another vital part of the Plains Indians’ culture was the vision quest, a rite of passage for all
boys in order to evolve into young men. Crow and Weasel will involve parts of traditional culture
such as movement and mask work led by Mr. Ernst, who is no stranger to these methods. For those
who enjoyed last year’s Mother Lode play, Nothing, with Bob at the helm, Crow and Weasel promises
to offer great opportunities for his innovative directing style. Guest artist Kathryn Zdan (who is also
a CTE alumna) will supply the movement and choreography.
Caroline De Lone, Peter Wallace, Oliver Erteman, Kelsey Engstrom, Micheal Weintraub, Katie Lee,
Martine Ehrlich, Allison Curtis, Taylor Will, and Max Kligman form the ensemble cast. The designers
for Crow and Weasel are Suzy Plessas, set, Sarah Higgins, costumes, Greg Rathje, sound, and Caleb
Dorfman, props.
Appropriate for third graders and up.
Ticket Info: Performances of both Three for Thought and Crow and Weasel take place in the Daniel
Caldwell Theatre on Tam’s campus and begin at 7 pm. There are no advance ticket sales. CTE’s box
office opens at 6 pm and the doors open at 6:30 for the audience to claim their seats on a firstcome, first-served basis. Tickets for students and seniors are $5 and adults are $12.
October is off with a bang at CTE! Stay tuned for more news as the season unfolds. Check out the
website: ctetam.org for updates and more information about the company.
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Link Crew Rocks
by John Ginsburg, Link Crew Advisor
Link Crew serves as the main support
network for our incoming freshmen and
transfer students. Our goal is to ensure that
every new student feels connected to the
school and his or her class, knows about all
of the available resources, and gets off to a
good start at Tam. New student orientation,
the Link Leader program, and the Advisory
program all help ensure that this goal is met
for as many students as possible.
New student orientation is a fun, energetic
and positive day that takes place the week
before school starts. As students arrive in
Gus Gym, they are greeted by our 50 Link
Leaders. The Link Leaders are juniors and seniors who have been selected because they
are positive, supportive role models. They
participate in a three-day orientation of their
own, learning how to work with the new
students in small groups and make sure that
everyone starts out feeling confident and
successful. During new student orientation,
we conduct ice-breaking activities to get
all of the students feeling comfortable with
each other. Then a pair of Link Leaders takes
a group of 10 new students and leads them
on a tour of Tam, highlighting important areas such as the Student Center, Counseling
Department and administrative offices. After
all of the groups return from their tour, we
gather everyone together on the fields for a
barbecue and new student registration.
On the first day of school, the Link Leaders
are dressed in their distinctive t-shirts so that
new students can identify them as people
who they can approach with a question.
Given how stressful the first day can be
for most students, it’s very helpful to see a
friendly and helpful face. We also create the
Freshmen Advisory groups by combining
two of the small groups from orientation.
During tutorial period, a supervised study
hall that meets twice a week for one hour,
the Link Leaders continue to offer support
to the younger students. They lead activities that help new students be successful,
such as time management strategies and
sound decision- making skills. As the year
continues, the Link Leaders and the Advisory
teacher work together to check in with
students, give extra assistance to students
who are struggling, and make sure that their
experience at Tam is a positive one.

STUDENT LIFE

Leadership News
by Lauren Milosky, ASB Secretary

This past month was filled to the brim with fun events. On September 4 we
had our first rally of the year, the Back to School Rally. Sophomores, juniors
and seniors celebrated the start of another year and the freshman class was
officially welcomed to Tam with lip synchs and games galore! Kudos to
junior Olivia Trombadore and senior Haley Bronstein for putting on a hugely
successful blood drive on September 14. The staff versus students soccer
game on September 18 was also a huge success.
Are you ready to Rock the Boat? Homecoming is right around the corner and
the theme is Rock the Boat. For their first homecoming, the class of 2013 will
be “Off the Boat,” meaning they will come dressed as castaways and islanders.
The sophomore class will be “On the Boat” and will decorate and dress up as
sailors and cruisers. The junior class’s theme is “Around the Boat” (pirates!) and
the senior class of 2010 is “Under the Boat.” Each class will decorate one of
Tam’s halls and a float for the Homecoming Parade according to their theme.
Hall decorations will take place the Sunday before homecoming week and
float decorations are the day of homecoming before the football game. If
your student would like to get involved in either of these school spirited
activities, have them contact their class’s president (seniors: Tess Rockers;
juniors: Kristin Cerda-Womack; sophomores: Kerry Norris;
freshmen: Liz Milosky).

Blood drive organizer junior Olivia Trombadore..

Important Homecoming Dates & Times
October 2
Homecoming Rally (tutorial)
October 4

Homecoming Hall Decorations (1-4 pm)

October 5-9

Homecoming Spirit Week (dress up days TBA)

October 10

Homecoming Parade (starts at noon from Old Mill Park)
Varsity Football Game (2 pm at Bruce Grant Field)
Homecoming Dance (8-11 pm in Ruby Scott Gym)

Contact Tam’s Activities Director, Chelsea Springer, with any questions or
concerns at cspringer@tamdistrict.org.
Blood drive organizer senior Haley Bronstein.

The staff versus student soccer game.

Members of the junior class cheer at the Back to School Rally (L-R) Frankie Stornaiuolo, Robet Scott,
Peter Malmquist, Max Sieck and Brian Scott.
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Selections From The Portfolio Of
Junior Lisa Jenkins
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SPORTS

TAM TEAMS OFF TO STRONG START THIS FALL
by the Tam High Athletic Boosters Club

Fall competitive sports are in full swing at Tam. Here are updates from the coaches on the performance to date of Tam’s girls’ and boys’ teams. For a more detailed report on each team’s results, go
to the Tam Athletics website at tamhighathletics.org and click on the team name from the listing
on the right-hand side of the page.
Girls’ Cross Country
Over the past decade, Coach Sylvia Goodman has quietly built one of Marin’s most successful cross
country programs. And Goodman thinks she has enough talent again this year to keep the Hawks
girls’ team near the top of the MCAL competition. Monica Milstein, who made it to the State meet
last year, is the only senior on the varsity team. She’s surrounded by a wealth of younger talent. At the Stinson
Beach Relays in early September, where the Tam girls
finished fourth, freshman Birgitte Winkler was the fastest
Tam runner, followed by Quinlan Cacic and Megan Monroe, both sophomores who are new to the team this year.
At the Ed Sias Invitational, the Tam girls finished seventh
in the small school division, despite missing several top
runners at the large invitational meet. Junior Katie Lee was
Tam’s top runner, with a time of 13:45.8, followed by fellow
junior Nicole Woodworth.

Girls cross country team with Coach Sylvia Goodman in
Stinson Beach.

Boys’ Cross Country
On the boys’ side, Tam lost five seniors from the team
who made it to state finals last year. But the Hawks still
have their star runner: junior Dan Milechman, one of the
fastest boys in the county. Milechman has picked up right where he left off last year, when he made
it to the Foot Locker Regionals. At Stinson Beach, Milechman took a huge lead in the first leg and
recorded the second-fastest time, pacing Tam to a fourth-place finish. At the Ed Sias meet, Milechman ran the third-fastest time on the two-mile course, finishing in 10:09.1. Milechman is right on
the heels of one of the most talented runners to ever race in Marin, Novato’s Erik Olson, who set a
course record at Ed Sias.
“Dan really wants to go after Erik,” Goodman said. “He’s not afraid. He’s a great competitor.”
At Ed Sias, junior Ned Byrnes was Tam’s second fastest runner of the day, followed by fellow juniors
David Fuchs and Sean Lang-Brown. Goodman isn’t sure what to expect in MCAL competition from
the boys.
“It’s going to be up for grabs,” she said. “By the end of the season, we’ll be right there.”
Varsity Football
The Tam varsity football team is off to a great start, winning its first game versus Kennedy High, 360. Good offense and heads-up defense and special teams combined for the win. Kyle Jackson ran a
blocked punt in for Tam’s first TD, and a punting error by the Kennedy team in the second quarter
resulted in a Tam safety. A long punt return by Gabe Bram led to a third quarter scoring drive where
Alex Ritchie threw a 23-yard touchdown pass to Jackson Palmer, and Graeme Black kicked the
extra point. Later Ritchie threw another 21-yard TD pass to Bram. In the fourth quarter Sean Betzner
scored on a 45-yard interception return, and Black did the same thing on the next drive, also converting both extra point tries.
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11
For a team to win there must be a lot of good performances by a lot of players. Bobby Burton was the leading rusher
of the game with 66 yards in 15 carries. Ritchie threw for
99 yards, and Bram and Palmer led all receivers with 27
total yards each. Tam’s starters and back-ups played solid
defense allowing Kennedy’s offense only 103 total yards,
70 yards rushing and 33 yards passing. Our various scout
players did a nice job helping to prepare the starters this
week. It’s great to see all of the football players contribute
in a true team victory.

JV Football
The junior varsity football team took control of the Kennedy High game from the opening kick-off, winning
26-0. Quarterback Jake Dorfman threw four touchdown
passes on his way to a Hawk of the Week selection. Jason
Yanowitz had two touchdown catches and had a great
day of blocking from his tight end position. Mac Huffman had a touchdown pass and ran the ball
extremely well. He was a standout on defense as well. The scoring was rounded out by running
back Casey Hogan. According to JV Head Coach Eddie Savino, “We controlled the line of scrimmage
which enabled us to move the ball effectively. The offensive line gave Jake plenty of time to throw
the ball and opened big holes at the line of scrimmage for our backs – Hogan and Huffman -- to
run through.”

Varsity football team at practice.

With a total team effort, Tam’s defense did not allow Kennedy to get any offensive threat going all
afternoon. Linebacker Kevin Le anchored the defensive charge. Varsity Head Coach Kevin Goyer
commended the JV team on their win, saying, “The varsity players and coaches are proud of the
way the JV team set the tone on Saturday by dominating the Kennedy JV. It was a lot fun watching
them play.“
Freshman Football
The freshman team started the season with a hard-fought 8-7 loss to the JV team from the California School for the Deaf. Tam’s freshman coaches felt their team played very well against an offense
for which they had not prepared. After making adjustments on both offense and defense, the
freshmen came back and won their next game 14-0 versus Northgate High’s freshman team. Noteworthy performances against Northgate on offense included touchdowns by Hayne Stephens on a
pass from QB Al Gant Van Vliet, and by full back John Finkelstein on a 12-yard run. Jonathan Wachtel
kicked both extra points. Nick Urban made a great heads-up interception that he took to the end
zone, but unfortunately the play was nullified by a penalty.
The football coaching staff is pleased with players’ high level of physical conditioning, which has
kept injuries to a minimum. A special thank you to all of the parents, faculty and community members who are volunteering their time and energy to make the football program successful in so
many ways. It is greatly appreciated by all. GO HAWKS!!
Girls’ Golf
In tri-match format, the girls’ golf team is 1-2 for the season and won its most recent match against
Novato in what is hoped to be the beginning of a winning trend. Special recognition goes to Brook
Wenig for her score of 47 and to Trisha Chang who breezed in with a 51. Special thanks to Perrin Albert, who was pressed into service at the last minute and put in a gutsy 75 to lock up the win over
Novato. Head Coach John Haight reports that “The entire team showed improvement from our first
match and I am very proud of all of them.”
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Boys’ JV Soccer
The Tam JV Boys soccer team is 4-1-1 overall and has two wins and a tie so far in regular season
play. The team tied Novato 1-1, beat San Marin 3-0 and shut out Terra Linda 2-0 with a solid display
of teamwork and effort. Last season Terra Linda and San Rafael’s JV teams were far and away the top
teams in Marin, so the Tam JV team win over TL was all the sweeter. It looks like our great start to
the season is the real deal.
In the win over TL, freshman keeper Elliot Dorenbaum came up with two huge 1v1 saves in the first
half. Tam junior and team co-captain Pablo Cortez constantly had to dispossess attackers, subsequently making smart passes out of the back to launch the Tam attack. Freshman Mohammed “Mo”
Manneh made a critical goal line clearance after Dorenbaum was beaten by a TL shot on goal.

Spenser Labay scores the first of his 2 goals by beating the San
Marin keeper to the ball and stealing it basically off his feet. Tam
beat San Marin 3 - 0, September 9.

At halftime with the score still 0-0, the team was told that the game was theirs for the taking. If they
kept their energy and intensity up, they would get their just rewards. And so it was. Leading scorer
Justin Lee was sent in behind the defense by a beautifully weighted pass from Seth Gillis midway
through the second half. Lee pulled the ball from right to left and neatly sidefooted it home into
the bottom corner of the net past the onrushing keeper. Tam’s sustained effort produced another
goal with five minutes left in the game when Toby Ratcliffe found sophomore winger Theo Gough
at the far post who tucked the ball in for Tam’s second goal.
A great team effort. Way to go Hawks!
Boys’ Varsity Water Polo
We are well into the season after competing in the Sierra College Tournament in Rocklin. We’re now
heading into the heart of the MCAL season. In MCAL, we lost our first two games of league play, to
Marin Catholic (6-9) and Drake (7-15). Those two teams have finished 1-2 in each of the past eight
years, so the schedule gets slightly easier from here. Overall, our record now stands at 5-6 overall.
We had tough wins over Napa, Cardinal Newman, Oak Ridge, Beyer, and Christian Brothers.
Junior Max Sieck leads the varsity team. Max plays a pivotal role in our offense this season; through
11 games he has scored 32 goals (out of the team total of 76). Sophomore Brennan Latimer is second in scoring with 18 goals thus far. Senior Riley Shine has added seven goals, and sophomore Joe
Weber has added three. Goalie Sasha Leidman has been stellar in the cage.

Imran Nana juggles the ball in the midfield against San Marin.

Emil Barkovitch controls the ball in
front of the Tam bench, Tam
Invitational Tournament, August 27

Ely Washauer stretches to get a toe on the ball,
but the keeper gets a hand on it to prevent a
goal, Tam Invitational.
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Continued from page 13
Boys’ JV Water Polo
The boys’ junior varsity water polo team has a 1-2 record,
beating Heritage and losing to MCAL rivals MC and Drake.
The JV’s have been led by sophomore Dylan Glave with six
goals. Andrew Frost’s three goals are second on the team.
The freshmen are beginning to have an impact, with strong
performances by Austin Wimberley, Alex Zegart and Ingmar
Bastian.

Girls varsity water polo: Mattie Winkler in action.

Girls’ Varsity Water Polo
The Tam varsity girls had their two most challenging games
to start the season, meeting both MC and Drake. The girls
came up short in both outings, but Coach Brandon Williams
is confident that these teams will meet again at the end of
the season, and Tam will bring a different game. The girls’
varsity finished the Acalanes tournament in the top eight. To
date, Erin Schlueter is leading the team in goals and steals, with goals added by Sami Harvey, Phebe
Miller, Ali Coopersmith, Kristen Sato, Emma Ellison, and Jenna Wallace. Mattie Winkler is on track for
another record-breaking season in goal. In a non-league game against East Bay powerhouse Las
Lomas, she notched a team record 18 saves!
The Tam girls are training hard with morning and afternoon practices looking toward a strong
MCAL and NCS showing by the end of the season. The varsity schedule is full this season, playing
20 plus games, most of which are out of the area, to gain NCS experience. The team hopes to end
the season with a game or two in their new home pool and invites everyone to come to a game.
Girls’ JV Water Polo
The Tam JV girls have been actively recruiting to introduce more players to the game, and build a
solid program for the future. The roster now boasts a number of new names. Scoring has been led
by a solid core of freshman players: Jeanne Shepard, Marisa McDonald, Bayline Vreeland, Gabriel
and Pauline Hauzy. Other new faces include Emerald Nau, Nalani Sanchristo, Christie Lee, Anna Lipman, and Sarah Ellison. Returning to lead the team with their experience are Zoe and Cyd Nero and
Niki Goode. Coach Katie Schlueter is confident that this team will continue to grow throughout the
season and provide Tam with solid players for years to come.
Both teams are preparing to go to the Western States Tournament in early October. This tournament is highly competitive and will provide invaluable experience to all the players.
About Tam Boosters
There is ample evidence that athletics programs benefit student athletes and the rest of the school
community. Yet school budgets do not begin to cover program costs at the high school level. Tam
High Athletic Boosters exists to help fill the gap, supporting interscholastic sports in the belief that
a strong, successful athletic program fosters school spirit, pride and an atmosphere of excellence in
the student body.
We need you! The money raised by Boosters funds team transportation, equipment and uniforms, academic tutoring for athletes, weight room supervision, the Tam Hall of Fame, and senior
athletes scholarships. We support all sports at Tam. Check us out at tamhighathletics.org/index.
cfm?action=main.boosters.
We meet the first Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Hawks Nest. To get involved, call us at
380-3586 or email us at tam.boosters@gmail.com.
Go Hawks!
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FINAL NOTES

Parent Ed Event: Kids and Digital Media
Tam Parents are invited to attend an evening hosted by Mill Valley Middle School about
educating kids in our 24/7 digital media world.
WHEN: Tuesday, October 20, 7:30-9 pm

Marin City Tutoring
Program Seeking
Volunteers
Bridge the Gap College Prep is celebrating

WHERE: MVMS Multimedia Room

fifteen years of service with record-high

WHO: Audrey Shapiro, Commonsense Media

demand from students. Volunteers are

WHAT: This parent education presentation provides an overview of today’s media landscape
and how it has changed over the past several decades, as well as the impact — both positive
and negative — that digital media can have on children. Audrey Shapiro will discuss 21st century skills, virtual worlds, social networking sites, cyberbullying, and the ethical implications of
kids’ digital media use and creation. She will also offer suggestions on how schools can create
partnerships with parents to address media and technology issues.
QUESTIONS? Daphne de Marneffe, dmarneffe@comcast.net or 381-0278
Watch your email and this newsletter for information about a future parent ed event
here at Tam regarding internet responsibility.

urgently needed to move children from
the waiting list to tutoring sessions.
Located in Marin City, Bridge the Gap
helps at-risk youth with homework, reading skills and math, serving children in
grades K-12. Volunteers are paired with
students in one-on-one tutoring relationships under the guidance of credentialed
teachers. Volunteers provide homework
help in reading, math and science. Volunteers do not need to have prior tutoring

Brought to You in Living Color

experience. Tutoring sessions are held

If you read your Tam Family only as the paper copy that comes in the mail, you’re missing out. You
can see the Tam Family in vibrant full color on the web. Go to tamhigh.org, click on “Community”
and select the “Tam Family” newsletter.
And if you decide you like the color version better, why not opt out of receiving a paper version
each month? You’ll help us save money and paper. (And you can always print out anything you
need from home.) We always send an email notice as soon as the Tam Family is online (often a
week or more before it gets to you by mail), so you won’t miss a thing.
To opt out of receiving a paper copy, email tamhigh@iscp.com.

Monday and Tuesday evenings from 6:307:30 during the school year.
To volunteer please e-mail: volunteers@
btgtutoring.org.
High school students are eligible to volunteer provided that a parent comes to the
first few sessions and agrees to fill in if the
student is busy.

Are you getting emails from Tam High? If not, you are missing out on important announcements,
information about meetings, Hawk of the Week, and much more. If you are not on the email list,
please contact Tam High at tamhigh@iscp.com with your student’s grade and email address.

Contact School Board Member via Email
All of the Tamalpais Unified High School District board members are available on email. Here
are their addresses:
Bob Walter

bwalter@tamdistrict.org

John Wright

jwright@tamdistrict.org

Susan Schmidt
Ruth Dell
Cindy McCauley

sschmidt@tamdistrict.org
rdell@tamdistrict.org
cmccauley@tamdistrict.org
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15

9 AM - NOON – CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION
WORK DAY

HOMECOMING

10

10

11 AM – AIM STUDENT FILMS AT MILL VALLEY
FILM FESTIVAL

NO SCHOOL – STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY

7 PM – CTE PRESENTS CROW AND WEASEL

17

19

26-30

CAHSEE RETAKES FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

END OF REPORT PERIOD 2
ROOM 85

STUDENT CENTER

ROOM 326
Upper Keyser Hall

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
Redwood High School

CALDWELL THEATRE

RAFAEL THEATER
1118 Fourth St., San Rafael

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
Redwood High School

CLASSROOM 2020
Lower Keyser Hall

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
Redwood High School

For details and updates, check the calendar on the Tam High website: tamhigh.org

6-7

6

NOVEMBER 2009
5
6:30 PM – COLLEGE PLANNING FOR JUNIORS
& PARENTS

7:30 AM – FACULTY & STAFF HALLOWEEN
BREAKFAST

PSAT TESTING FOR SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

17

30

6:30 PM – PARENT TO PARENT MEETING

15

7 PM – TUHSD BOARD MEETING

7 PM – PTSA MEETING

14

27

7 PM – TUHSD BOARD MEETING

RUBY SCOTT GYM

8-11 PM – HOMECOMING DANCE

13

BRUCE GRANT FIELD

2 PM – VARSITY FOOTBALL GAME

BEGINS @ OLD MILL PARK

S

GUS GYM

tam
T

MEET AT FRONT CIRCLE

P

NOON – PARADE

7 PM – BOOSTERS MEETING

7

CALDWELL THEATRE

MEAD THEATRE

Location

HAWK’S NEST
(Teacher lounge next to student center)

12:35 DISMISSAL – MINIMUM DAY

7 PM – CTE PRESENTS: THREE FOR THOUGHT

9:45 AM – HOMECOMING RALLY

Time/Event

7

6-9, 11
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