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The Home Page
by Jayne Greenberg
PTSA Vice President–
Communications

Tam’s Link Crew Supports News Students
with High School Transition

May PTSA Meeting
The next PTSA meeting will be Monday, May 11,
at 7 pm in the library. Our guest speaker will be
Susan Gertman from the College Career Center
who will share with us this year’s college
application and acceptance experiences at Tam.

!

AIM Annual Film Festival - Second Night
Added!
Been shut out of the AIM Film Festival year after
year? The Festival is now two nights, June 5 and
June 6, and it’s being held on campus at the
Caldwell. See page 11

Congratulations to the Tam High Jazz
Band Students - 3rd Prize in the “Next Generation Monterey Jazz Festival”
Three Tam High students, Chris Jefferies, Arthur
Richardson, and Levi Gillis participated in “Next
Generation” as members of the Berkeley Jazz
School’s Advanced Studio Band. Catch their
performance on June 15 at Yoshi’s in Oakland.
See page 8 for their story.

Defining the Problem, Part II
Tam News, the student newspaper, has published
a very interesting series about the low graduation
rate of African-American students at Tam due to
a range of problems. Part II of this series looks
at what is being done to address these problems.
A must read for everyone. Part II is reprinted on
page 14.

Tam receives the California
Distinguished School Award
In case you missed it, Tam renewed its designation as a California Distinguished School. This
honor is limited to schools that meet stringent
criteria and pass a validation visit. The committee focused on the ninth grade collaboration
program for at-risk students, and the CTE drama
program.

Spring Sports – Go Red-Tailed Hawks!
Get updates and photos of Tam’s exciting spring
sports girls’ JV soccer and lacrosse, boys’ tennis,
freshman baseball, volleyball, golf, and boys’ and
girls’ swimming - on page 18.

Nikki Pelletier’s Freshman Advisory students and Link Crew leaders take a break from an activity
that emphasizes planning ahead and long-term goal setting.

Link Crew is a high school transition program that welcomes both freshmen and
new students. Studies have shown that if students have a positive experience the first year of
high school, their chances for success are exponentially higher, and we work to help students
find success, inside and outside of the classroom, during their time at Tam.
Built on the belief that students can help other students succeed, Link Crew trains
members of the junior and senior classes to be Link Leaders and to support new students.
In addition to facilitating Freshman Orientation, Link Leaders provide academic and social
support during the new Freshman Advisory program, a weekly study hall period where Link
Leaders facilitate conversations around strategies for success in high school. Through the
Freshman Advisory program, freshmen have weekly access to an adult advisor and
upperclassmen who can connect them with additional resources when needed.
“Link Crew provides a safe and welcoming environment to new incoming freshmen, through
the orientation day,” said freshman Coco Kennedy. “Not only are students given advice for
success but are able to meet new friends and classmates through fun activities.”

continued on page 5

Do You Yahoo?

If you have a Yahoo email address, emails from Tam High may not be getting to you.
Please go into your junk email folder, look for emails from Tam High and make tamhigh@
iscweb.com a “safe” address.

Are You on the Tam High Email List?

If not, you are missing out on important information from the school such as Booster
updates, Hawk of the Week, announcements, online newsletters and reminders about
meetings and events. Please send a request to tamhigh@iscweb.com with your email and
your student’s grade.

TAM ADMINISTRATION

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE

Principal’s Message
by Tom Drescher

Week of JUNE 8-11, 2009

California Distinguished School
I am pleased to announce that Tam is a 2009 California
Distinguished High School! A small group of Tam staff will meet
with State Superintendent of Schools Jack O’Connell in May in
celebration of our achievement. Thank you to all students,
teachers, parents, and community members for your commitment
in making Tam a Distinguished School.
Modernization
Modernization crews worked diligently over spring break to complete projects around campus. Biking signage and striping were
added in front of the school, and the Keyser stairwell covering was
also installed. Significant progress has been made on the pool,
new weight room, and field house. Tam administration hopes to
receive an updated timeline for the pool and tennis courts in the
next few weeks, and will update the community when we receive
that information. The goal is to have all aspects of modernization
completed for the beginning of the 09-10 school year.
09-10 Budget Update
The Tamalpais Union High School District has been working to
make cuts to our 09-10 budget in the wake of the recession in
California, and across the country. As a district, we have made
spending cuts totaling nearly $1 million to balance our budget
for next year. At Tam, this translates into a 10% reduction for all
programs, allowing us to make small adjustments throughout the
school instead of eliminating existing programs. Tam High and
the Tam District are committed to maintaining and improving the
quality academic programs our community expects and students
deserve.

Monday, June 8
1st period
Break
2nd period
3rd period
4th period

8-10 am Final Exam			
10-10:15 am			
10:25-11 am			
11:10-11:45 am*
11:55 am - 12:30 pm		

Lunch
5th period
6th period
7th period

12:30-1:05 pm		
1:15-1:50 pm
2-2:35 pm		
2:45-3:20 pm

Tuesday, June 9
2nd period
Break
3rd period

8-10 am Final Exam
10-10:15 am
10:25 am - 12:25 pm* Final Exam

Wednesday, June 10
4th period
Break
5th period

8-10 am Final Exam
10-10:15 am
10:25 am - 12:25 pm* Final Exam

Thursday, June 11

The Tam Family
PTSA President
Leslie Wachtel – 388-7766, leslieann@ix.netcom.com
PTSA Executive Vice President
Maggie Floum – 383-6713, maggieod1@aol.com
PTSA Vice President - Communication
Jayne Greenberg—383-9492, jaynegreenberg@hotmail.com
Principal
Thomas Drescher
380-3510, tdrescher@tamdistrict.org
Editorial Staff
Editor: Mary Washburn
Layout: Linda Wegmann and Hilary Andersen
Proofreader: Kathleen Goldberg
Distribution: Joanne Yorio
Published 8 times a year
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6th period
Break
7th period

8-10 am Final Exam
10-10:15 am
10:25 am - 12:25 pm* Final Exam

Friday, June 12
Teacher Work Day
No school for students.
*Bulletin read.
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TUHSD Budget Study Session Report
The TUHSD Board of Trustees held a special budget study session at its first March meeting in
order to examine the newly re-calculated multi-year projections and to discuss ways to decrease
expenditures in order to balance the budget. The unrestricted general fund budget projections
as of the end of February 2009 were as follows:
		

2008-09 		

2009-10 		

2010-11

Total Revenues

$50,814,150

$52,234,120

$53,664,125

Total
Expenditures

51,102,694

53,080,598

55,296,758

Net Increase
(Decrease) in
Fund Balance

($288,544)

($846,478)

($1,632,633)

We also developed a set of goals to guide our work through the budget process.
The goals were to:
• Create a balanced budget where revenues equal expenditures
• Attempt to maintain current permanent staff
• Trim expenses in a manner that has the least possible impact on classroom instruction
In order to create the most collaborative process possible in a short amount of time, we held a
series of site staff meetings in order to share the projections, the goals and to solicit ideas and
input.  After the site staff meetings, Lori Parrish and Laurie Kimbrel met with administrators
and building principals in order to develop a list of possible reductions in expenditures.
The final administrative recommendation for reductions in expenditures was developed by the
cabinet administrative team.  Cabinet began with a list of all possible reductions and the discussion and decisions were guided by the goals listed above. Once the administrative recommendation was complete, it was shared with principals and union leadership. Finally, the recommendation was presented to the board and discussed at the budget workshop. The total amount of
reduction for 2009-2010 included in the recommendation is $983,300.
March 24 Board Meeting – Board Approves Second Interim Budget Report

Every school district in the state of California is required to file a second interim budget report
in March. This report must show a balanced budget for the current year and for the next school
year. The board voted to approve the second interim budget which included the expenditure
reductions recommended by the administration during the board budget study session.
These reductions allowed us to show a balanced budget for 2009-2010. v

Honors/Advanced
Placement for 2009-2010
Denial letters for most courses have been sent
to students who did not meet the criteria for
enrollment in honors or AP classes. Students
may go to the teacher in charge to request an
informal appeal. Students may also request
a formal appeal by sending a letter and supporting documentation to the principal if the
informal appeal is not granted.
After the appeals are reviewed, all students
requesting advanced course enrollment will
receive one letter in May listing the AP/
honors classes they are eligible to take. The
letter will instruct students to indicate their
choices, and return the contract. To enroll in
more than two AP/honors courses, students
will need their counselor’s signature in addition to a parent signature.
Questions regarding the AP/honors
enrollment process may be directed to
the principal’s administrative assistant,
Mary O’Leary at moleary@tamdistrict.org. v

Community Forums
The superintendent and board of trustees of the Tamalpais Union High School
District invite you to participate in the
strategic planning process at one of three
community forums. Meetings are scheduled at the three comprehensive schools,
but are not site-specific. We hope to see
you there!
Monday, May 4
3-4:30 pm – Tamalpais High School
Student Center
6:30-8 pm – Drake High School Student Center
Tuesday, May 5
8-9:30 am – Redwood High School,
Kreps Conference Center

t h e tam f ami l y
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Access to the Graduation
Ceremony in Mead Theatre
Do you have a senior who will be graduating this year? The Tam tradition is to start
the ceremony promptly at 6 pm in Mead
Theater, the amphitheatre at the back of the
campus. Everyone needs a ticket to attend,
and tickets will be given out only to seniors
at the breakfast on June 12. Each senior
receives six tickets.
Please be aware that the entrance to all seating, except for guests in wheelchairs and their
attendants, is from the top of Mead Theater.
Allow enough time to park and walk into
Mead Theater from the area behind the
ceramics building, or have a driver drop off
guests at the top of Mead on the Homestead
Avenue entrance.
Guests in wheelchairs: ONLY those in a
wheelchair or their attendants may enter
from the bottom of Mead. There is space at
the edge of the stage for eight guests with
wheelchairs, and one attendant may sit directly behind each person in a wheelchair.
A reservation is required for a wheelchair
space.
For guests who have difficulty walking: There
is a section at the top of Mead Theater that
is reserved for those with limited mobility.
These guests may be dropped off at the top
of Mead Theater via the Homestead Avenue
entrance just past Benefield Hall. Please note
that there are a few steps from the road to
this section.
To reserve a space in either the wheelchair or
limited mobility section, please call the Assistant Principals’ Office at 380-3512 before
June 12. v

Senior Awards Night
Senior Awards Night will be held on Tuesday,
June 2, at 6:30 pm in Ruby Scott Gym.
Seniors receiving awards at this event will
be sent an invitation. Not all awards are
presented at the Senior Awards Night – some
will be given out at the Senior Breakfast on
June 11. All seniors should list their awards
and scholarships on the senior survey. The
award information listed in the survey will
be used for the graduation program. If you
have questions about the senior survey, please
contact Susan Gertman in the College and
Career Center at sgertman@tamdistrict.org.
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Senior Checklist
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Order cap and gown for graduation (707-399-9091)
Do senior survey (Career Center)
Check attendance (clear absences, if excusable)
Order official college transcript (Registrar’s office, Wood Hall)
Clear all bills, return books & uniforms
Complete all graduation outcomes!  (Ask counselor)
Reserve handicapped seating for graduation ceremony, if needed  (380-3512)
Turn in Safe/Sober Grad Night form
Notify the principal’s assistant, Mary O’Leary, if you choose not to walk in the graduation
ceremony

Senior Week Schedule
Monday, June 8
Senior Field Trip (optional) – Great America
Students must pay in advance to attend this
event. Tickets are for sale through May 29
in Wood Hall, Room 120. Meet in the back
lot at 9:30 am. The bus returns to Tam at
approximately 6:30 pm.

Tuesday, June 9
Senior Check-Out Day
Seniors line up at 9 am in the administration
parking lot, Wood Hall.  ALL SENIORS
must check out.
Graduation Practice
Seniors meet at 12:30 pm sharp in Mead
Theater.

Wednesday, June 10
Games and BBQ at the Track
Games start at 9:30 am, and the BBQ at
11 am
Graduation Practice
Seniors meet at 12:30 pm sharp in Mead
Theater.

Thursday, June 11
Senior Breakfast and Awards
Student Center at 9:30 am for breakfast and
awards. Each senior will receive six graduation tickets at this event.
Graduation Practice
Seniors meet at 12:30 pm sharp in Mead
Theater.
Graduation in Mead (6 pm)
Seniors line up outside Room 154 at 5 pm
for gown inspection* and graduation.
t h e tam f ami l y

*Initially, Academic Affairs will distribute
graduation gowns on June 2 in Room 154,
Wood Hall, from 3-5 pm. Seniors may
decorate gowns according to the guidelines,
or simply iron them so it is ready to wear
on June 11. Seniors will not be allowed to
march in graduation if they do not follow the
gown decorating guidelines (distributed with
the gowns).

Reminders:
• Attendance is mandatory at all events
except the Great America trip (roll will be
taken).
• Non-participation in required events will
result in exclusion from the graduation
ceremony.
• Handicapped seating must be arranged in
advance by calling 380-3512.
• Safe & Sober Grad night permission
forms must be returned to main office.
• Return books and clear bills prior to
June 9 to prevent problems on check-out
day.

P T S A / C ommunit y N e w s

Diggin’ in the Dirt
by Jill Templeton

Please join us for the last all-volunteer “Garden Party” of the school year and “Plant it
Forward.”

Free community forum:
‘Parents, Teens and
the Law’
Tuesday, May 19, 7-9 pm

Join us on Saturday, May 30, anytime between 9 am and 1 pm. We will meet initially at the
flagpole and then spread out around the campus to plant, weed, mulch, trim and generally tidy up the gardens before graduation and other end-of-the-year festivities. Bring your
gloves, tools, hats, sturdy shoes, enthusiasm and sense of humor. RSVP to Jill Templeton at
388-8501 or e-mail jillt007@gmail.com.

The Marin County Bar Association, in

For a number of years now, volunteers have stepped up to help beautify the Tam Campus,
going beyond what the district budget and maintenance staff have been able to do (literally
putting the roots back into grassroots efforts). On April 25, volunteers celebrated National
Arbor Day by planting and maintaining many of the native and heritage trees on campus.
Volunteers also planted, weeded and mulched.

teens to learn about their rights and r

Meanwhile, we’re all eagerly awaiting the irrigation and landscaping that will signal the
completion of the modernization process. Much of the front of the school, which has been
impacted, will be re-landscaped as a part of the project. Next year should be really exciting!

Chambers at the Marin County Civic

collaboration with the Marin County
Office of Education, is hosting a free
public forum on May 19 for parents and
esponsibilities on issues directly relating to
teens and their families. This event will be
held in the Board of Supervisors
Center at 3501 Civic Center Drive,
Room 330, San Rafael, from 7-9 pm.
Topics will include: alcohol and drugs,
sex and the law, teens and cyber safety,

Tam’s Link Crew

violence and teens, cyber-bullying and

(continued from front page)

Marin County’s social host ordinance.

Freshman Jon Demegillo adds, “Link Crew has helped me a lot in the transition into the high
school atmosphere because it gave me advice and a heads up on events around the school.”

Discussions will be led by a panel of
legal experts who will share valuable

New this year is the Link Crew class, which meets after school and on weekends. Link Leaders who elect to take this course receive training in group facilitation, mentoring, and event
planning and evaluation. Several students from the Link Crew class gave their input on the
program’s success:

information and answer your questions.

“Being a Link Crew Leader has taught me to become a stronger leader as well as a stronger
participant in our community of Tam High. We learn important leadership skills that help us
support freshmen in making their transition in high school. I wish I had strong academic support like Link Crew when I was a freshman!” – Sarah Weitzman, Junior.

e-mail at jsalas@30nsp.org or call

For more information or to RSVP, please
contact the Marin Bar Association by
415-499-1314.

“Link Crew is one of those goofy things that help so much. It really taught me to be out there,
to speak up. It is amazing; high school would not be the same without it.” – Chris Lowell,
Senior.
To learn more about the Link Crew Program and people involved, please visit the Link Crew
website located on the Tam High website under the Activities section.
Please take a few minutes to give us your feedback about Tam’s Link Crew program. Visit our
two-minute survey on Tam High’s homepage titled “Link Crew Parent Survey.” Thank you in
advance for your feedback! v

t h e tam f ami l y
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The Tam High Foundation thanks our generous donors
2008-2009
MAJOR DONORS
$1,000 AND ABOVE
Beni & Stacey Agoustari
Anonymous
Kim Arthur
Jim Barkovich & Karen Jernstedt
Stephen & Susan Beecroft
Howard & Patti Bertenthal
Gary Birnbaum
John & Susan Blackstone
Rick & Cheryl Brandon
Phillip Brewer & Donna Sillan
Josh Brier & Grace Alexander
William & Morgan Brigham
James & Lee Budish
Peter Buffington
Gerald Cahill & Kathleen King
Doug & Lisa Canepa
Jayme & Gayle Canton
Guy & Barbara Chambers
Mark Chavez & Mary Washburn
Ronald & Grace Chin
Mark & Lori Coopersmith
William & Brenda Crockett
D. Dandekar & V. Godbole
Bruce & Stephanie Dorfman
Kevin & Sinead Duffy
Ursula Edman
Jerry Emory & Jeannie Lloyd
Mark & Laura Epstein-Norris
Hakki Etem & Lorella Lowrey
Joseph & Jill Feldman
William Fischman
Andrew & Eileen Fisher
Josh & Maggie Floum
Frank & Leslie Foley
Michael Fong & Amy Liu
Bill Fotos & Helene Siegel-Fotos
Tom & RoseAnn Frank
Ilana Goldach Friedman
Chris Glave
Cyndi Goddard
Robert Goldman
Francis Gough & Susan Crimley Gough
Mitchell & Jayne Greenberg
Richard Grossman & Janet Alix
Robert & Rebecca Henn
Mike Hopton & Susan Hills
Charles & Ellen Jenkins
William & Michaela Kalff
Keith & Dee Kauer
David Kennedy & Ruth Holly
Mitchell & Julie Kertzman
Joyce & Robert Kleiner
Robert & Phyllis Kligman
Steve & Anna Knox
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand
Steven Levine
James & Martha Lewis
Michael & Alison Mauzé
Tom & Carla McDonald
Bob & Deborah McNeil
Burton Miller & Phebe Gregson
Lars & Jill Monroe
Grant Morris & Judith Staples
Bob & Julie Nagy
Alan & Jennifer Nichols
Gary Nelson & Kellie Magee
Greg & Mindy Norris
Vincent O’Brien
Patti & David Ogden
Shannon O’Leary & Bill Joy
Montie & Amy Parker
Phil Pastuhov & Kelli Tonnesen
Jim & Debbie Patrick
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Jeff & Joyce Porter
Steve Quarles & Nancy Emerson
Ron & Cathryn Ramin
Steve & Dana Rieger
William & Ann Ritchie
Beverly Robertson
James & Joanne Robinson
Harry & Karen Rosenbluth
Garth Salisbury
Edward & Lisa Schuller
Robert & Vicki Scott
Andrew & Audrey Shapiro
Christopher & Susan Shields
Barbara Sieck
Jonathan & Margaret Soffer
Sae & Jennifer Sohn
John & Patricia Spilman
Andrew & Julie Stanton
Mark & Mary Steiner
Richard D. Stewart & Suzanne Griffith
Dave & Sharon Straus
Steve & Elizabeth Suzuki
Bill & Sally Thomas
Douglas & Marilyn Thompson
Russ & Stephanie Uzes
Juanito Villanueva & Georgia Pung
Ken & Leslie Wachtel
Jay Wallace & Myra Chow
Kathleen Walton
Ken & Ellen Weber
Yvonne Weidmann
Gunter Wolf & Ann MacLeod
Wynn Wong & Marian Yee
Tim Ryan & Diane Worley
Kirke & Patty Wrench
Joel Yanowitz & Amy Metzenbaum
Mel & Patricia Ziegler
Paula Zwagerman & Dana Carvey
TAM FAMILY DONORS
$500-$999
Javier Alarcon & Erika Bodo
Winston Albert & Kimberly Strub
Tom Anderson & Susan Shumway
Paul Aronowitz & Cam Tran
Brian Ashe & Cynthia Rigatti
Gary & Oya Atashkarian
Harold Ball & Amy Zimpfer
Ted & Mary Barone
Charles & Diane Barrett
Chris & Crystal Barriscale
Boris & Kerstin Bastian
Terrence Becker & Daphne de Marneffe
David & Maureen Behrs
Steven & Shirley Berman
Ian & Jeannine Berman
Jeff & Diane Bernstein
Scott & Margaret Billings
Jon Black & Maria Gabby Black
Stephen & Gladys Blose
Dave & Donna Bohegian
Herb & Ann Bool
Robert Bowen & Linda Crouse
Barry Bram & Mary McLain
Larry Brodkin
Charles & Sharon Brusman
John & Helen Caletti
George & Kim Caraker
Bill Carmen & Karen Nardi
Harry & Janet Chapman
George & Rheeta Choulos
T. J. & Angela Civik
Deborah Dal Fovo
Susan D’Arrigo
Michael & Patricia Davis

Lavey & Alexandra Derby
Thomas & Regina Eddington
David Eddy & Joan Kermath
Julian & Shirley Ehrlich
Christopher & Mary Ann Ellison
Peter & Ariel Englander
Peter Evans & Elizabeth Chatton
George & Katy Evelyn
Thomas Factor
James Firmage & Vivian Broadway
Steven & Lisa Fisher
Michael Freed
Steven Frei & Linda Tumey
Russell & Karen Fritz
Michael & Lis Fuchs
Greg Galeste & Patricia Din
Michael & Karla Gamboa
Debbie Genzer
David & Barbara Gerraty
Matthew Gillespie & Ann Killion
Susan Girtler
James & Kathleen Goldberg
Bill & Heather Gordon
Michael & Laurel Gothelf
Gerald Gowan & Deborah Miller
Iain & Francine Grant
Ethan Grossman & Susanne Tilp
Sam & Kelly Guyton
Tim & Sandy Haevernick
Michael Hardiman & Gail Nethercut
Steve & Lorraine Harris
David & Ildi Hayman
Larry & Victoria Heiges
Brendan Hickey & Judith Wright
James Hirabayashi
John & Hilary Hood
Ken & Julia Howard
Peter Isola & Karen Henry
Michael & Jean Jefferies
John & Lise Jordan
Dusan Jovanovic & Ivana Micic
Kenneth & Cheryl Kahn
Lester Kaufman & Jane Straus
Shane & Jody Kennedy
Monib Khademi
Doug & Lisa Kirsten
Jerry Labay & Lorna Rushforth
Chris & Jennifer Latimer
George Lazarus
Steven & Tracy Ledger
Andrew & Michelle Lester
Steve Levine
Ron & Christine MacDonald
Lisa Maslow
Samuel & Debra Mathau
Scott & Kolleen Mathews
John May
Neal & Sarah McDonald
Evan McGreevy
David & Kathy McMahon
Gary Milechman & Pat Lennon
Dennis & Sheila Milosky
Sean & Donna Moffat
Michael & Leni Moore
Barbara Moscicki
Paul & Leslie Mulligan
Sandy & Claudine Murray
Linda Nero
John & Barbara Nimmons
Tom & Maggie Nowak
Brian Douglass & Jennifer Olney
David & Shirley Paoli
Roland & Jamie Passot
Ara & Joan Prigian
Josh Quittner & Michelle Slatalla
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Victor & Kim Rago
David & Sheryl Rand
Tim & Lori Rathje
Tom & Ruth Rosenfield
Johannes & Alice Rothlind
Jan & Jane Rubinstein
Neil Rudolph & Susan Cluff
Peter Sanders & Talene Kapeghian
Ingrid & Matt Sato
John & Lisa Scarsella
Mark & Beth Schieble
Dan Schlager & Donna Wiggins Schlager
Andrew & Sarah Schwartz
David & Janine Simerly
Jim Simkalo & Karen Betzner
Deborah Sorondo
Michael Speas
Sterling Speirn
Geoff Spellberg
Charles & Mary Lee Stephens
Craig & Debbie Sultan
Claudia & David Sutton
Jay & Suzan Sweet
Tomio & Elizabeth Takeshita
Frank & Christa Tarantino
William & Sarah Thomas
Veronica Unger
Richard & Susan Vallario
Jose & Maria Velasquez
Jack & Pam Wallack
Bob Watts & Lori Brooke
Ivan & Marilyn Weinberg
Hugh & Ann West
Kennen & T. J. Williams
Nick Winer & Loryn Sweet-Winer
Danies & Buok Wong
Derrick & Lynne Wong
Ronald Wynn & Cynthia King
Joseph Yang & Kathleen Hsu
Steven & Patricia Young
John & Callie Zak
Dan & Betsy Zelinsky
Ralph Zimmermann & Cynthia Segal
TAM SUPPORTERS
UP TO $499
Peter Abrahams & Barbara Gollert
Fred & Hilary Andersen
Tim & Florencia Amyx
Gary Appell & Ruthanne Ranz-Appell
Wendy Aronson
Matthew Ashby & Ladonna Wood
Brian & Grace Aviles
William & Willow Banks
Larry & Juliet Bathgate
James Becker & Dee Bell-Becker
Bob & Sandy Bertram
Maureen Biggart
Dylan Bishop & Melinda Bond Bishop
Barri Bonapart
Karl & Aviva Boedecker
Ron Boose
Robert Bowyer & Renee Boeche
Rick Brandis
David & Linda Brauner
Donald & Cheryl Bronstein
Thomas & Jane Brophy
Stephen & Alison Brown
Richard & Alison Bruno
Janet Buder
Michael & Beverly Butler
Deborah Callaway
Mark & Lois Campton
Robyn Carmel
Lanny & Vicki Cermak

FOUNDATIONS

Alexander Choulos & Jean Batman
Bronwyn Chovel
Howard & Catherine Cohen
Charles Coleman & Juliana Jensen
Patty Cook
Stanley & Judy Cooper
D Grady Berger & G Berger
Gregory & Jane Dedona
Gary & Lynette Denison
Lee & Sally Dorfman
Geoff Dreyer & Jennifer Cowan
Ralph & Laurie Eddy
Phillip Edney & Robin Marshall-Edney
David & Elaine Elkind
David & Lisa Ellis
Peggy & Carl Erickson
David Erskine
Rob Erteman
Bruce Faddegon & Cynthia Witwicki
Jane Flanagan
Kevin Foley & Nancy Okumura
Jeff & Ingrid Francis
Jerry & Virginia Freeman
Ellen Freeman
Mark Friedman
Jerry & Stephanie Guaiumi
James & Patricia Garlock
Marsha Gaytan
Derrell Gee & Yong Hee Kim
Geoff Geupel & Janet Kjelmyr
William & Jill Gilmore
Steven Goldstein
Walter & Sandy Good
Harry Gowland & Holly Seerley
William Graef & Suzanne Ledbetter
Michael Gregory & Lucy Seeburg
Earl & Sally Hagstrom
Jonathan Hamren
Jerry & Carol Harrison
Earl & Leslie Herrick
Susan Hill
Robin Holway
Karen Hooper
Rick & Judy Hopelain
Brian Huber & Bain LaPlant
Kerry & Lisa Huffman
Chris & Julie Huson
Lars & Jean Ihle
Thomas Isley & Destie Overpeck
Seth & Merrie Jaffe
Kristin Jensen
Thomas & Rachel Jeter
Rick Johnson & J Cervera
Donald Johnson & Barbara Holifield
Andy & Debbie Jordan
Joan Kaiser
Stephen & Michelle Kallai
Dan & Laurence Kaufman
Gary & Ann Kaye
Neil & Marsha Kobrin
Jouni Korhonen & Amal Mansour
Shaun & Amy Kuhn
Moon Sun Kwon
Michael Labate & Catherine Lyons-Labate
Patricia Lakner
Jerry & Andrea Lane
Stuart & Naomi Lee
W. Levine & M. Buckingham
Joan Levison
Michael Levy & Maribeth Inturrisi
Chongde Liao & Li Zhang
Zhaohui Liu & Shumei Zhang
David Liff
Scott & Ellen Lindberg
Eric and Lan-Ling Long
Thomas & Suzan Lowe
Jim Lowy & Wendy Coblentz
Dave Lundgren & Sue Warhaftig
George Ma & Kelly Liu
Alexandra Maguire-Lee
David Maisel & Lynn Fontana
Tina Maloney

Jet Manfredi
J. Marino & B. Cook
Marc & Sheila Marvin
Luigi Massanti & Irene Casserly
Richard & Bridget Mazzini
Mike McCabe & Michele Egan
Kathleen McGinn (Bruno)
Bob & Patricia McKennee
Craig & Linda Meyer
Frank & Marilia Middleton
Dan Mills & Cynthia Chiarappa
Joseph & Ana Morrison
John Mullen and Valerie Hogan
Vince & Jantine Neuwirth
John & Josephine Nguyen
Carlos & Anna Nogueiro
John Norby & Vincanne Adams
Nadav Nur & Linda Price
Liz Palacious
Annie Palmer
Vincent Pannepacker & Sharon Sand
Ross & Erin Parkerson
Jim & Maureen Parton
Joel Pathman
Michael & Naomi Peck
Glenn & Ronna Perelson
Keith Phillips & Susan Blanchard
Peter & Courtney Phleger
Brett Powell & Carla Bourque
Maria Pratt & Paul Grace
Sally & Sean Ratcliffe
Sharon Reackhof
Mark & Maxine Reuben
Richard Ricciardi & Deborrah Ortego
Mark & Dawn Richards
Curtis & Xania Robinson
Elva Rodriguez
Harry & Gayle Rosenberg
Dave Rosenlund
Jane Ross
Jeffrey & Joanie Ross
Angelica Ruiz
Yoram Sabo & Mical Falk
Lester & Alicia Schlesinger
Wade & Heather Schlueter
Laura Schwartz
Manton & Julie Selby
Gary Serrano & Shari Sanders
Richard & Mary Ann Shafer
Attiya Shakran & Nehad Elsayed
Mark Shepherd & Teresa Randall
Leslie & Daniel Shiner
Mike & Marianne Shine
Richard & Megan Siegel
Steven & Sylvie Silverstein
Faye Simpson
Danny Slomoff & Lucy Mercer
Kate Smith & Henry Mazaleski
Robert Smithton & Susan Keener
Peter & Felice Soorenko
Tav & Cary Sparks
Jennifer Spielberg
CathAnnette Stelter
Marc Stolman
Rose Sullivan
Gregory & Kim Suppes
David & Diane Swartz
Patty Swisshelm
John & Jill Templeton
Dan Thanh Nong
Mark & Sonya Tichenor
Rick & JoAnn Tietz
David & Suzanne Toczyski
Tom & Claire Trombadore
Gary & Diane Tsyporin
Jonathan & Karen Tuttle
Robert & Susan Varian
Roy Varrow
Lynn Vear & Dale Schultz
Michael & Lisa Vogel
Julie Ware-Lea

Colin & Ana Warner
Bill Washauer & Susan Kaeuper
Barry Wasserman
Pamela Wayne
Paula Weaver-McGrath
Ingrid Weber
Linda Wegmann-Servet
Charles & Patricia Weisselberg
Phil & Carol Wells
Robert & Donna Wenig
Jeff & Chyah Weitzman
James & Suzanne Wickham
Linda Williams
Robert & Susan Wilson
Ken & Dawn Wimberley
Andrea Windom
Kathy Winkler
David Witt & Leslie Reiber
Victor & Nikki Wood
Daniel & Debra Woods
Brian Woodworth & Kathleen Savastano
Sherman & Lisa Yee
John Yob & Rosalie Gearhart
Brennan & Marilyn Zerbe
BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Major Patron
Mill Valley Market
Alix & Company Fine Jewelry
Allie*g
Anawalt Custom Builders
Balboa Café
Boardwalk Market
Boyd Lighting
Broker Risk Management
Budish Insurance Services
Burkell Plumbing & Heating
Carlson Orthodontics
CARTELLIGENT
Chambers & Chambers
Critterland Pets
Donate Your Old Car To Tam
DTS Group LLC - Noel Murphy
Kevin Duffy, Esq
Earl’s Organic Produce
Richard Felton, DDS
Incore Corp. - Jeffrey Freiberg
Gabriela Garcia-Rojas, DDS
Chris Glave Golden Gate Tutoring
Goodman Building Supply
Grilly’s Mill Valley
Paul Hoyt, DDS
Joan Kermath - Pacific Union Estates
Kinex Academy
LifeWorks Learning Center
Kellie Magee, DDS & Gary R. Nelson, DDS,
MSD
Malugani Tire Center
Marin Optometry
Lisa Spann Maslow, PC Law Offices
Mill Valley Driving School - Mike Hopton
MW General Contracting, Inc.
Paradise Bay Restaurant
Payroll Resource Group
Redwood Security Systems
Sage Educators
San Anselmo Animal Hospital
Sherry Williamson Design, Inc.
Sloat Garden Center
Kim Strub - Frank Howard Allen
Sutton Suzuki Architects
Tamalpais Pet Hospital
Tamalpais Tutoring & Test Preparation
The Redwoods Retirement Center
Thompson Studio Architects
Venture Pay Group Consulting, LLC
Vineyard Unlimited - Patti Anderson
Vogue Cleaners
Diane Wagner - Morgan Lane Realty
Zak Plumbing

tamhighfoundation.org
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Tam High Jazz Band Students Take Third Prize in the
Nationwide Competition at the “Next Generation Monterey
Jazz Festival”

Tam High Foundation –
It’s Good for Business!

by Maureen Parton

Spring is in full bloom and that
means it’s time for the Tam High
Foundation annual Business Partners
Campaign. Each year we ask the business

by Julie Kertzman  

owners in our community to donate to the
Tam High Foundation and in return they are
offered a variety of advertising and promotional opportunities. Donors may choose a
listing or various ad placements within the
Tam High family directory, which reaches
over 1,000 families in Southern Marin.
Donors may also receive recognition on our
website or on the Tam Marquee sign. Tam’s
most generous donors receive a directory
cover ad and recognition at a school event.  
Next Generation article. From left to right the names are Levi Gillis,
Chris Jefferies, and Arthur Richardson.

For the past five years, every April the world-renowned Monterey Jazz
Festival has held a competition for advanced high school jazz bands and high school all

star bands in an international event in Monterey called the “Next Generation Monterey Jazz
Festival.” Instrumental bands and vocal ensembles from across the nation perform complicated
charts inspired by works of famous jazz artists as well as original compositions. Nationally
known jazz artists serve as judges and evaluate the performances on articulation, energy,
balance, solos and creativity.
This year three Tam High students, Chris Jefferies (bass), Arthur Richardson (trombone),
and Levi Gillis (tenor saxophone), participated in “Next Generation” as members of the
Berkeley Jazz School’s Advanced Studio Band.  For the past year, every Friday evening these
three musicians have traveled across the Bay to rehearse with the band under the direction of
Keith Johnson. Their dedication and hard work paid off at the festival where the Studio Band
placed third among a very competitive slate of bands from across the nation. The players were
ecstatic.
“When I heard the announcement I was shocked. We had no way of knowing how good we
could sound on stage. It was great … a very very fun moment. I was just proud of myself and
of the rest of the band and especially of our band director,” Arthur Richardson remembers.
The advanced high school jazz band experience is an important step in the development of
the players, many of whom are preparing for a music career at the college level and beyond.
“Playing with the Studio Band has definitely taken my playing to another level,” Chris Jefferies says, ”It has improved my understanding of jazz as a bass player and as a musician and has
deepened my knowledge of the history of jazz, and my understanding of different artists and
styles.“
Reflecting on the impact of the Next Generation Festival, Levi Gillis puts it this way: “Interacting with so many amazing young musicians, and seeing how proficient they are was really
inspiring and made me want to practice even more to get up to their level.”
Next month, on June 15, the Studio Band will be performing at Yoshi’s in Oakland, another
great event at a venerated local venue. If you would like to attend, stay tuned to the Yoshi’s
website for further details. v
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Every student, parent and family can help
us with this campaign. If your family owns a
business, please consider becoming a partner.
If you frequent a local businesses, please talk
to them about Tam High and encourage their
participation.  
The community business owners realize the
importance of excellent education in our
county. For over 100 years now, Tamalpais
High School has given back to our community in countless ways; providing the highest
quality education to our young adults,
strengthening their families – the clients and
customers of the local businesses and contributing to a healthy social fabric for Southern
Marin. Thousands of Tam alumni return to
our local communities as remarkable adults.
Finally, as the campaign proceeds and you
see the 2009 Business Partner decal in a local
business window, please say  “thank you” and
acknowledge the donation. Businesses face
many challenges this year and their decision to support our campaign deserves extra
recognition.
For more information about the campaign,
contact the Myra Chow (chowallace@
comcast.net) or Deborah Miller (dl.miller@
comcast.net) or contact the Tam High Foundation office, 415-385-3565.
Thank you!  v

FOUNDATIONS

Meet Your Musical Muse at the Spring Grand Finale of Tam Music Events
by Maureen Parton, THUMB parent

Symphonic Orchestra: Five Days in New York City Complete With a Performance at Alice Tully Hall!
From March 25-28, Tam High’s symphonic orchestra and advanced band students took New York City by storm and performed beautifully
for the judges at Alice Tully Music Hall in Lincoln Center for the Forte Music Festival. (Check out the full story in the April 2009 Tam News,
article by Sarah Weitzman, reporter.)
Spring Scholarship Auditions: Monday, May 4, from 4-8 pm, Caldwell Theatre
Every spring, anticipation fills the air as Tam music students ponder the possibilities for pieces to play for the spring scholarship auditions. They
tune their instruments and spend time practicing. Due to the generosity of THUMB (Tam High United Music Boosters), eight scholarships are
available to music students to further their musical studies. The scholarships are awarded based on a variety of factors including financial need,
proficiency in playing, promise and other demonstrated skills.

It is a wonderful way for our music students to learn the skills involved in auditioning and to acquire further experience in performing solo in a
supportive environment, with the help and encouragement of a panel of expert musician judges.
Music students are invited to sign up with Music Director Spiro Tsingaris for a spot in the scholarship auditions and to get further details about
the auditions.
Cool Out at the Santa Cruz Jazz Festival, Friday, May 8
The Tam High jazz band heads south on Highway 1 to the seaside beach town of Santa Cruz to play at its renowned jazz festival. This is one
day when the cacophony at the beach boardwalk rides and sizzling sand will be mellowed by the sounds of cool Tam jazz.
Tam High Music Competes at the “Battle of the Bands” at the Marin Home Show and Benefit Jazz Fest on Saturday, May
30 and Sunday, May 31
Battle of the Bands, Sunday, May 31, 11 am – 2:30 pm
Get your Hawk Spirit aloft and get ready to make some noise at the Marin Home Show at the Marin Center and Exhibit Hall in San Rafael.
On Sunday from 11 am until 2:30 pm, the competition gets underway and WE NEED YOU to cheer us on! Root for the Tam team. Cash
prizes are awarded to participating schools. Funds raised support Tam High Music and help ensure a thriving music program for all. Further
details are available at: info@marinhomeshow.com.
UPCOMING CONCERTS:
Spirits Need A Lift? Music to the Rescue!
Instrumental Spring Concert – Wednesday, June 3, Ruby Scott Gym, 5:30 pm call for musicians; 7:00 pm show.
Symphonic orchestra, band, jazz bands and combos pull out all the stops at this grand finale for the 2008-09 school year. Come be amazed
at the talent. See the beguiling new talent and the well-versed and versatile graduating seniors at one last big community celebration of
instrumental music!
Choral Spring Concert – Thursday, June 4, Caldwell Theatre, 5:30 pm call for singers; 7:00 pm show.
One voice, two voices, how about a stage full? This concert is fun, inspiration and soaring vocal enchantment all in one show. It is the
culmination of a fabulous year of singing, tackling a challenging repertoire of international and home-grown pieces, all for your entertainment.

Check with Tam Music Director, Spiro Tsingaris or the Tam High Music page on the website for further details.
THUMB - Tam High United Music Boosters is a parent-run organization whose mission is to encourage, promote and assist instrumental and
choral music activity at Tamalpais High School. All welcome! E-mail Sacha Bunge sbunge@sfsu.edu for more information and to find
out about the May THUMB meeting.
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News from Parent to
Parent Connection

College and Career Center
Services

by Janet Miller

by Susan Gertman

P2P Coordinator

College and Career Specialist
Sgertman@tuhsd.marin.k12.ca.us
380-3582

Happy “almost the end of the school year” to
you all!
What a busy and dynamic year it has been for
Parent to Parent Connection. For those of you
who are regular readers of this column, you know
that we usually feature reviews of our monthly
speaker’s presentation.  This being the last column
of the school year, we would like to share with
you some of the highlights of the past year.
• The school year began with Tam district’s
Transition Orientation for incoming freshmen
who have learning disabilities.
• We had several new speakers this year: Andrew Baily who discussed high risk behavior and
Dr. Devora Depper who shared insight into social
emotional challenges and solutions for adolescents.
• This is the second year that we, in conjunction with the Marin Office of Education, have
sent an outreach letter with information about
Parent to Parent Connection to the parents of all
the middle school “feeder” school eighth graders
who have been identified as learning disabled.
All of the above could not be done without the
unflagging support of the Tamalpais district and
especially Karen Mates, director of special education.
We are currently looking for P2P Representatives at Redwood, Tam and Drake as many of the
current school representatives have students who
are graduating. The time commitment is less than
two hours a month. You will be asked to distribute information about the group at various parent
meetings at the beginning of the year. We also
meet five times a year with Karen Mates to plan
speakers and exchange ideas. This is guaranteed
to be one of your most rewarding experiences.
Please join us for our final speaker Thursday, May
15, at 7 pm: “Help!  My kid forgets everything
and is disorganized.” Dr. Barbara Easterlin will
discuss executive functioning issues. The event
takes place at the Kreps Conference Center at
Redwood High School.
Have a great summer and we look forward to
seeing you next fall! v
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TESTING

The last ACT of the school year will be given
on June 13. The registration deadline is May
8; late sign-ups will be accepted with a late fee
until May 22. June 6 is the last date for the SAT
reasoning or subject tests. May 5 and May 15
are the regular and late registration deadlines.
Students may register directly with the College
Board at www.collegeboard.com or ACT at www.
actstudent.org. Register early for a convenient
testing site. Tam is not a testing site.

Western Colleges and Universities: Arizona
State, Chapman, Colorado College, Colorado
State, Dominican, Fashion Institute of Design
and Merchandizing, Holy Names, Lewis &
Clark, Linfield, Loyola Marymount, Mills, Notre
Dame de Namur, U of Idaho, U of Northern
Arizona, U of Oregon, U of the Pacific, U of
Portland, U of Puget Sound, U of San Francisco, U of Southern California, U of Southern
Oregon, U of Washington, Whitman, Whittier
and Willamette.
Eastern Colleges and Universities: Babson,

Bates, Berklee School of Music, Boston College, Boston Conservatory, Boston U, Brown,
Clark, Colgate, Columbia, Connecticut College,
Cornell, Fordham, Middlebury, Mt. Holyoke,
New School for Jazz, NYU, Skidmore, Tufts, U
of Pennsylvania.

The University of California requires the SAT
reasoning test or the ACT with writing and two
SAT subject tests. All testing for the UC must
be completed by December of senior year. The
California State University requires the ACT or
SAT.

Midwestern and Southeastern Colleges
and Universities: Carleton, Denison, Emory,

COLLEGE OF MARIN PLACEMENT TESTS

Canada: McGill

Seniors who plan to attend COM in the fall and
have not yet taken the required placement tests in
English and math should call the COM Testing
Office at 485-9469. Students who wish to take
COM’s English as a second language test should
call 485-9642. Questions? Please call COM’s
Counseling Department at 485-9432.
CLASSES AT COLLEGE OF MARIN

Freshmen, sophomores and juniors who wish to
take college credit classes at College of Marin this
summer or in the fall must register in person.
Registration begins May 26.
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES Tam seniors have

been accepted by a varied and impressive list of
schools including those listed below which have
been reported to the College and Career Center
as of April 20. A comprehensive list will be
posted in late May.
California State University: Cal Poly
Pomona, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Chico, East
Bay, Humboldt, Long Beach, Monterey Bay,
Northridge, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Sonoma and Stanislaus.
University of California: Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Merced, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego,
Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz
t h e tam f ami l y

Georgetown, Goucher, James Madison, Kenyon,
Macalester, Northwestern, Notre Dame, Tulane,
U of Chicago, U of Michigan, U of Richmond,
U Wisconsin and Xavier.

This list clearly shows that Tam students are admitted to excellent colleges and universities across
the country. At Tam we encourage students to
apply to colleges that fit their particular academic
strengths, interests and preferences and not
because of name recognition. These same criteria
guide our advice to students in deciding which
of their choices to attend or whether to consider
a community college, the military, or work. We
wish great success and happiness to all of our
graduates.
THANK YOU

The work of the College and Career Center
could not be done without the help and generosity of devoted volunteers. Heartfelt thanks
to regular volunteers Joanne Berry, Lynette
Denison, Susan Garratt, Deb Patrick and Karen
Rosenbluth and to Kipp Delbyck, Daphne de
Marneffe and Sarah Pruden who graciously
undertook special projects.
Thanks, too, to the Tam High Foundation for
generously supporting the work of the College and Career Center. The generosity of the
Foundation allows me to attend seminars, stock
an excellent reference library, purchase test prep
and special interest books and learn more about
colleges that are of interest to Tam students. v
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Reel News: From the Academy
of Integrated Humanities and
New Media (AIM)
AIM Film Festival June 5 and 6 at
Caldwell Theatre

AIM’s 6th annual film festival is right around
the corner, and we’re thrilled to announce
some changes to the festival this year. For
the first time in AIM history, the festival will
be held on campus in the Caldwell Theatre.  
Also, for those of you who have tried to
attend the festival in the past but have been
turned away due to sell-outs, you’ll be happy
to know that the festival will be held for two
nights this year, Friday and Saturday, June 5
and 6.
This year’s festival will feature a wide array
of film topics and styles. Documentaries exploring issues of race as well as this semester’s
theme of the American character will anchor
the festival, and films emulating reality
shows, personal poetic pieces, and collaborative dramatic productions will round out the
evening.
Come enjoy an evening of young cinematic
excellence on either June 5 or 6. Doors open
at 7 pm and the show starts at 7:30 pm. v

Leadership News

School to Career Partnership
by Nancy Westreich, School to Career Liaison

Oh May, what a month – so much to do and
so little time.  Leadership is hard at work
preparing for the end of this year and setting
up for next year.
The Multi-Cultural assembly is Friday May 1
and will feature student, teacher and student/
teacher performances.
The “middle school invasion” where 8th graders from MVMS come to the Tam campus is
scheduled for May 13 in Mead Theater. We
look forward to giving next year’s freshmen a
preview of what is in store for them.
Prom is quickly approaching on May 17 and
tickets are currently on sale now though May
8.   “Bon Voyage…Let the Journey Begin” is
this year’s theme, and sticking with tradition
we will be taking a yacht on the Bay for the
evening.
Finally, the senior farewell rally will be held
May 29 in Mead Theater.  Leadership is
currently cooking up some ideas to top the
winter rally held earlier this year.  I’m sure
there will be lots cheers and some tears as
we prepare to say good-bye. See you at
graduation!

College and Career Center
Redwood High School (415) 945-3604
Tamalpais High School (415) 380-3558
nwestreich@tamdistrict.org

Students, come try an
internship over the summer.
Opportunities are available
in business, law, medicine,
film, early childhood education, non-profits and more.
Students are required to work a minimum of
nine hours a week from June 22-July 31 and attend a weekly 2-½ hour Regional Opportunity
Program career management class. Applications
are available in the College and Career Office
and are due by May 13.

!

Other School to Career Services

As the School to Career liaison for Tamalpais
High School, I am available in the College and
Career Center on Wednesdays and Thursdays.
I assist students with internship placement and
preparation, finding job shadows and informational interviewing opportunities. I also help
students with resume writing and interviewing
skills, and provide opportunities for students
to participate in career-related field trips and
activities throughout the year. v

Off to Cuernavaca: Students
and teacher Senor Cruz ready to
leave SFO for a trip to Mexico
over the spring break.

t h e tam f ami l y
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Sophomore Student
Poetry
Thinking out loud
By Aorrella Burrell

Sometimes when you least expect it the
moonlight warms your heart
The lies and secrets drain your mind and the
silence shouts
If only loneliness was history and ghost were
visible
Maybe if I were to get on the highway and
vanish
My heart wouldn’t be broken
What if the stars hummed?
Love turned pale
Or the coast distanced
I am like a mute poet
I write like a stream but cannot speck my
words
I am like smog hovering the spring lilies
I am an echoing memory
I am the wind
The whispers in the night
I’m that place no one has ever been
The question existing
Listens as the water speaks
Think of me
I...Am...Free

Seeding Clouds
By Jenna Tuttle

The only thing missing was rain.
The land was parched,
the people were stagnant,
and the ideas were
being lost like dust.

The Pure

nighttime locomotion

By David Chong

by Erin Foley

The Pure, the Innocent, the Light and the
Salt
Who’s leaping and praising and jumping for
Joy.
Mother’s Love and Father’s Guidance couldn’t
produce
Anything better.
Stirred up and seasoned by the hand of God,
HIS recipe was Youth.

riding silently
in the car at night
over the bridge
the steady rhythmic thump
of the car as it passes
over each rivet
that holds together
the suspended iron pass
which valiantly holds up the road
so that we can pass
over the churning black waters

The Gramps know it, we have it,
Auntie died with it, and mom and dad wonder when they lost It.
But what happened to Us?
He is twisted, She is wicked, We are the Liquid that moves in sluggish lethargy but
Then turns into the Proud and Solid Rock.
He is more abstinent than Gluttony.
She is more charity than Greed.
He is more diligent than Sloth.
She is more patient than Wrath.
He is more kind than Envy.
She is more chastity than Lust.
He is more humble than Pride.
They are Us, We are Them.
I am He, She is It.
It is Him, She is Her,
It is me.
You are all of Him, You are all of Her, You
are all of Me.
You are them, and I am You.
But what happened to us?

The highway was silent, the skyline
without opportunity,
and the only thing missing was rain.
The globe was dry.
Minutes wasting away into that blank
haze,
inspiration evaporating
like moisture.
Our last breaths,
The only thing missing was rain.
But a storm shone on the horizon,
energy and anger,
the power of revolution.
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the translucent shadow of my seat
seems to live
as it boldly approaches me
again and again
slowly shrinking as it reaches me
as its owner
its attached orange streetlight
one of many that line the roads
pulls it away each time
these orange guides
lighting the way
for the parallel streams
of red and white lights
opposites
together
flowing steadily apart
into the night
the stars vie for attention
with the city lights
that outshine them all
these lights
each belonging to a soul
an insomniac
a night owl
a wakened mother
a student cramming
all the people who have yet
to sleep
to surrender to the night

S T U D E N T L I FE

Spring Events at CTE/TAM Drama
by Susan Brashear and Ben Cleaveland, CTE Co-Program Directors

Main-stage productions of plays with advanced students concluded
with the final production of “Nothing,” this year’s Mother Lode play
featured in last month’s article. The remaining events of the year will
be the Spring One Act Festival and the drama banquet as the end of
the year rapidly approaches.
SPRING 2009 ONE ACT FESTIVAL

May 13-15, 19-21, and 26-29 are the dates for the Spring One Acts
Festival this year. The festival involves all students in drama courses
over the four-year sequence. The one act plays feature students in first
and second year courses who are directed by advanced honors theater
directing students. The plays are contemporary in nature, many of
them written by CTE students, including Lila Scott, Ryan Villanueva, Rebecca Nasanow-Johnson, Alanna Adler, and Matt Phillips. Alanna Adler and Connor Gillespie appearing in the new Tam production “Nothing.”
All performances begin at 7 pm with the roster of shows changing
nightly over the course of the festival.
In addition to student directors and actors, the festival production staff is also entirely made up of advanced students. Lighting, sound, stage managers
and running crew keep the shifting line-up of plays moving every night. CTE students also perform front of house duties such as box office, concessions, ushering and house managing to keep the capacity audiences in line.
The one acts are wildly popular, often playing to sell out audiences of parents, friends and family. Although advance tickets are not available, the box
office opens one hour before the performances at 6 pm. The house opens at 6:30 pm when seats can be claimed on a first-come, first-served basis.
Holding seats is prohibited due to the limited seating capacity. Latecomers will not be seated until an intermission or scene break. Ticket prices are $5/
students and senior citizens and $12/adults. All performances are in the Daniel Caldwell Theatre located at the back of Tam’s campus near Almonte
and Stadium. For further information visit CTE’s website: www.ctetam.org or call 415 380-3535.
DRAMA BANQUET

May 30 is the date of CTE’s annual drama banquet to honor graduating seniors in the CTE program. The event includes dinner, sketch presentations
and awards for all CTE seniors presented by the CTE junior class. All CTE students attend, often dressed in “theme” costumes. The sketches are written, rehearsed and performed by the juniors to reflect the personalities of our seniors and to fondly recall their contributions, large or small, to CTE.
Further questions should be directed to CTE teachers Ben Cleaveland (380-3570) or Susan Brashear (380-3577.
CTE 2009-2010

Planning is underway for next year’s season at CTE. Currently the shows planned include three contemporary one act plays (TBA) directed by program directors Ben Cleaveland and Susan
Brashear and a guest artist (TBA) to open the season in early October (6-10). Next a stage adaptation of “Crow and Weasel” (October 26-30), a
children’s classic, followed by Ken Ludwig’s new comic adaptation of Alexander Dumas’ “Three Musketeers” (November18-22) to round out the fall
productions. Second semester productions will be “The Seagull” (March 24-28) by Anton Chekhov and an original play developed and written by
former CTE graduate Ben Snyder about the issues in Gaza/Israel (March 2-6). Work on this new play will begin work in May 2009. Rounding out
the year will be two short physical theater/movement pieces developed by CTE graduate Kathryn Zdan and guest artist Iu-Hui Chua tentatively titled
“Butoh meets Bouffe” that will be the Mother Lode Festival play (April 27-May1). The Winter One Act Festival will be January 6-9, 12-15, 19-22 and
the Spring One Act Festival will be May 13-14, 18-21, 25-28.
There will be a London Global Studies trip over the spring break April 5-16, 2010. Students will go to London with Susan and Ben to see plays,
attend workshops and tour important sites there and possibly in Stratford-Upon-Avon. This will be our fifth trip to the center of theater history and
literature; let us know if your student wants to go! Write to us at ctecompany@me.com or through the CTE website: www.ctetam.org for more
information. v
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Reprinted from the Tam News

Working Towards a Solution: Diversifying Tam Graduates
Written by Thanh Lu

La Donna Bonner just received her
master’s degree in education from
Dominican University, despite growing

up in a single-parent home with four siblings,
feeling peer pressure at Tamalpais High
School, dealing with stereotypes, and being
a single mom. Bonner is seen as a role model
in Marin City, where she is living proof that
African-American students from Tam and
across the nation can succeed regardless of
the challenges they face at home, school, and
in society.
While Bonner succeeded, statistics show
that there is a prominent trend of AfricanAmericans from Sausalito Marin City School
District’s Martin Luther King Jr. Academy
(MLK) not graduating from Tam. From
2005 to 2008 only 42 percent of AfricanAmerican students from MLK earned Tam
diplomas. What happened to the other 58
percent of African-American MLK graduates
is not entirely clear.
As reported in “Defining the Problem,” in
the February issue of The Tam News, the low
graduation rate of African-American students
at Tam is due to a range of problems including a challenging transition from MLK to
Tam, racism, and peer pressure from within
the Marin City community that reflects what
Orlando Patterson, an African-American
sociology professor at Harvard, described as
a “cool-pose culture” that emphasizes disdain
for authority and education. Part II of this series will look at what is being done to address
these problems.

Easing the Transition to Tam:
Students, parents, teachers, and administrators have all made an effort to improve MLK
alumni graduation rates at Tam by establishing various programs. Tam offers support
programs and after-school tutoring in Marin
City under the Title I Program. The Title I
Program is the largest federally funded program that provides support to students living
in low-income communities. In collaborative
programs, history and English teachers work
together, while math and science instructors
partner up to make sure students are on track
with their classes. There are three collaborative program sections for freshmen, two for
sophomores, and one for juniors.
Unlike study hall, academic workshops,
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which are part of the collaborative program,
count as elective classes and take place three
times a week. Cathryn Bruno collaborates
with Campus Assistant Jewel Barrow to teach
an English and history academic workshop.
“[Bruno] helps me with my portfolio and edits my English paper three times a week,” said
Marquice Clay. “I wish there were [junior
year academic workshops for] more subjects
[like] science and math.”
Statistics show tenth grade academic workshop students increased their average GPA
from 2.04 in 2006-07 to 2.47 in the 2007-08
school year. Students recommended by their
middle school teachers were placed in academic workshop.
“Academic workshop is helpful because I
don’t like homework and it helps me get
homework done,” said Tam junior Alijahnea
Cooley. “It helped raise my grades, but it
needs to be focused on more subjects.”
There are others who do not find academic
workshops helpful without having other
subjects included in the class.
“It’s just like having another tutorial,” said
Tam junior Ja’Van Hall. “They need to have
all subjects. My grades would probably stay
the same if I went to the library [instead of
academic workshop].”
“Academic workshop didn’t help,” said senior
Monika White, who dropped academic
workshop freshman year.
Math teacher Susan Proksch runs a recently
added math-science academic workshop
class. She answers students’ questions, talks to
their teachers to keep track of their progress,
checks students’ homework for accuracy, and
provides them with practice tests.
“Proksch helped me with science and I got an
A-plus,” said Tam freshman Milton Gallo.
In another attempt to guide students, math
teacher David Wetzel created “The Big
Brother and Big Sister” (BBBS) program four
years ago with the hope of pairing older Tam
students with MLK kids so students would
know someone when first coming to Tam.
The ultimate goal of the program is to link
t h e tam f ami l y

a freshman with a junior and a sophomore
with a senior so that the mentorship can
continue through the following year. The
BBBS students take their Little Brothers and
Little Sisters to sports games and lunches and
meet during tutorial and check in on each
other. Eight of the BBBS pairs are freshmen
from MLK.
“It’s incredibly rewarding for Big Brothers
and Sisters and Little Brothers and Sisters. I
have phone calls from teachers talking about
how well this is going,” said Wetzel.
“The BBBS is a good way for me to connect
with a senior,” said Gallo. “My Big Brother
checks up with me every day about problems
with classes. They tell you how to make your
freshman year better than theirs.”
Unfortunately, there are very few Marin City
residents and Tam students taking advantage
of another resource, after school tutoring at
Marin City Library, a part of the Title I Program. Tam math teacher Chris Erlin, former
Tam Principal Frank Gold, librarian specialist
Babs Morgan, and Barrow show up on Monday and Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m.
“After grades come out, we often get more
students, but most of the year, we’re lucky
if we have three students show up,” said
Erlin. “I think students could learn more just
working together in smaller tutoring groups.
That’s a habit that will breed success.”
“The tutoring program brought my grade
up,” said Tam sophomore Mercedes McMath.
“I just heard about the tutoring this year.”
According to Erlin, students who come consistently improve, but coming once or twice
is not “the magic bullet.”
To increase parents’ involvement, Wetzel
also proposed outreach programs such as
barbeques or a crab feeds to get Marin City
families involved with other families at Tam.
“If parents are more involved with kids’ education, they’re going to take more responsibilities to help kids succeed,” said Erlin.
Before attending high school, students are en
(continued on page 15)
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couraged to attend Tam Jam, a one-day event
that allows middle school students to meet
with other students in their grade who will
attend Tam in the fall. The Summer Transition Program is designed to complement Tam
Jam and help students feel comfortable in a
high school environment.
“Summer school gave me the first glance of
high school coming from MLK,” said Tam
senior Jerrell Milton. “The time I was there
helped me become a regular high school
student.”
Link Crew has also expanded compared
to previous years. The program now has
freshmen advisory in which participants and
teachers discuss what it takes to succeed,
adults check-in to keep them on track, and
link leaders, consisting of juniors and seniors,
act as advisory peers. It is a full period class
supporting freshmen socially and academically. Link Crew tracks students during the
first six weeks of school in order to determine
who is likely to need its help throughout the
school year.
“We have three unique populations that
feed into our school. We want them to make
friends and feel comfortable,” said Tam
Principal Tom Drescher. “There are improvements in GPA and numbers of credits. We’ve
retained students that we would have lost to
continuation schools.”
Some school officials, community activists,
parents, and students believe that having
more minorities on the district staff would
help to improve graduation rates. Among the
85 instructors at Tam, there are two AsianAmerican and no African-American certificated teachers. Although the numbers are not
high, there has been a 42 percent increase in
the past eight years.
According to a district Internet advertisement, “The Tamalpais District is strongly
interested in increasing the diversity of its
staff. Ethnically, culturally, and linguistically
diverse candidates will find a receptive atmosphere in our district.”
“Of the time I have been here at Tam, our
diverse staff has decreased,” said Tam social
studies teacher Augusto Andres. “That’s my

biggest concern at Tam is that the district has
not put an effort in trying to find minority
teachers.”
During the 12 years Andres has been at Tam,
there have never been any African-American
certificated teachers hired. Many school officials and students agree that it is important
for all students to have someone they can
connect with.
“Much of the problem is that colleges and
universities need to step up their efforts to attract and enroll more teacher candidates with
minority backgrounds,” said Tam District Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Kathy Bennett. “This has been a significant
challenge for higher education.”
“I’m very interested in bringing diversity in
our teaching staff,” said Drescher.
Change at MLK:
After becoming the principal at MLK three
years ago, Cherisse Baatin changed the
curriculum so that students are now taking
seven classes. After the construction at MLK
finishes, five classrooms, including a gym,
a science laboratory and a cafeteria, will be
built. There are also four new teachers, a
new counselor who provides one-on-one or
group counseling sessions and an after-school
homework center.
“This is the first time we’re having a new
school built in Marin City,” said MLK office
secretary Trellis Condra.
On the academic front, the school is adding
pre-algebra and algebra classes, more rigorous
homework and coursework, and hiring additional qualified teachers. MLK previously
had two classrooms and two teachers.
“Our science only came out of a book, but
I know that we needed it to be hands-on.
If you look at 2006, kids were flunking in
science and P.E. I think this is the first time
the science STAR test score went up,” said
Condra.
“My expectations have to be high,” said MLK
science teacher Natasha Griffin. “I expect
them to be working in my class.”
t h e tam f ami l y

Due to these changes in school curriculum,
Baatin has noticed a change of attitude of
middle school students compared to previous
years. She also said that MLK is collaborating
with Bayside Elementary School in Sausalito
to better prepare students transitioning from
elementary school to middle school. The
Marin City Network also aids this transition
and additionally tracks kids from middle to
high school, providing academic support
along the way.
“I’m interested to see MLK students who
graduated in 2007 graduating from Tam in
2011,” said Baatin.

Starting the Dialogue:
Coming to Tam, MLK students often cite the
Tam community’s lack of understanding of
their obstacles and culture.
Currently, there are no African-American
history courses in the Tam District. In order
to address the issues of racism, all students
need to be taught the “real American history,”
according to Sharon Turner, president of the
Marin City Network, a community-based
organization in Marin City that helps middle
school students. Such curriculum alterations
help students become more aware of the past
achievements made by other African American scholars, according to Turner.
“You can’t fault white students if they hadn’t
been taught about what African-Americans
contributed to history,” said Turner. “Until
everyone knows the real U.S. history and
what all the races have contributed to it, then
this breeds a lack of respect for various races.”
Turner and Bonner agreed that they were able
to learn African American history in greater
depth in college.
“All they taught us [in high school] was
slavery,” said Turner. “If a black student hasn’t
been taught well, there’s a belief that you’re
not worthy.”
“My daughter drew a portrait of herself as
having blond hair and blue eyes. I told her
that it’s not who you are,” said Bonner.
(continued on page 16)
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On February 10, a meeting among Tam staff
and community faculty discussed the solutions to this national problem. Assistant Principal Elizabeth Laborde, social studies teacher
Aaron Pribble, and Hannah Project Director
Bettie Hodges brought up the question of
having an African-American studies class at
Tam. Some argued that this class should be
taught by an African American staff member,
while others believed that the class can be
taught by any certificated teacher.
“I would be happy to work with a teacher
interested in writing up the course of study,”
said Redwood social studies teacher Lisa
Kemp.
In addition, talking more openly about race
instead of ignoring racial differences would
diminish racism, according to the Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology published
by Tufts University and Harvard Business
School.
“If a racist situation comes up, it should be
addressed,” said Barrow. “Some people just
don’t want to deal with the topic of race
because people are uncomfortable and they
don’t know how to talk about it. I think we
should talk about it up front. We must confront the issues and listen to each other with
less judgement.”

Community Actions:
“There have been schools and communitybased organizations taking a step at figuring
out what to do [to solve this problem],” said
Turner.
The Hannah Project started in Marin City
three and a half years ago and takes place at
Cornerstone Community Church of God in
Christ to assist kids every Saturday morning from 9:30 to 12:15 p.m. The project is
an incentive-based program to develop and
empower youths. It partners with the Tam
Beacon Center, The Marin City Community
Development Corporation, Marin School
Volunteers, Marin City Network, Tam High,
the Tam District, and the College Access
Foundation. Their activities include academic
mentoring, Saturday school, monthly parent
meetings and workshops, “rites of passage”
discussions of relevant teen issues, summer
16				
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academic camp, college tours, and scholarships. Just recently, the project established the
Dreamkeepers Scholarship Foundation where
$150,000 is given away over the next three
years to encourage minority students to go
to college. This year, there are 30 to 32 kids
enrolled in the program.
“The idea came out of our church. Kids in
church graduate, but [are] not going to college,” said Hodges, “Parents asked me how
their kids can go to college. Kids are doing
well enough to go to college. There are not a
huge number of kids from this community
going to college.”
A total of 42 Marin City students enrolled,
29 of whom were active participants in the
program during the 2007-08 school year
(12 seniors, 6 juniors, 6 sophomores, and 5
freshmen). As a result, participating students
improved by 256 points on the SAT, four
students switched from a junior college to
attending four-year universities, while a total
of 10 enrolled in 4-year colleges. Active Hannah participants achieved a cumulative GPA
of 2.67, compared to a 1.78 GPA for Tam
district African-Americans and 3.08 for all
students district-wide. Last year 55 percent
of these students did not receive Ds or Fs
in their classes when 79 percent of AfricanAmericans reported got at least  one D or F
grade in the 2006-07 school year.
“We set high expectations. We’ve certainly
seen people’s grades improved. Not only did
kids graduate last year, but they got into four
year colleges,” said Hodges.
“The program is good because it improved
my grades,” said Marquice Clay, who tries to
attend the program every Saturday.
“No matter how you feel about the program,
the project tries to help you,” said Milton.
As a result of the program, parents also
gained more knowledge of the college application process and practiced tools to
promote education at home. Over 20 parents
and students attended FAFSA workshops and
finished filling out necessary applications for
financial aid.
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The Guggenheim Project, founded in 1991,
helps fund and mentor Marin City kids
going to college. The program supports 19
students in high school and currently, 3 or 4
have finished college.
“My older relatives forced me to look at colleges. My mom was always forcing me to go
to college,” said Gibson. “There were a few
few I know whose parents were not there for
them.”

Changing a Culture: Role Models
and Alternative Paths
According to interviewed teachers and
students, there were some students whose attitudes got in the way of them succeeding in
school. Some former MLK students transfer
to continuation schools like San Andreas
as another alternative to Tam, in order to
graduate on time with their class, while some
with behavioral problems switch to county
school. Statistics revealed a zero percent rate
of suspension for current academic workshop
students, versus a 14 percent rate for students
deemed ‘at risk’ outside of academic workshop.
“We’re trying to figure out what makes them
think by coming here [MLK], you don’t have
to follow the rules,” said Condra. “I would
get all the young kids together. I would tell
their parents – pack their bags and take them
to Africa. They’ll going to learn how to appreciate what we have here. It does not have
to be that far. It could be in Richmond. They
don’t realize they have so much.”
“You need to realize that education is the
key to having a successful life,” said Turner.
“When you have the time to only go to
school, then you need to do it.”
“Teachers will help you if you have a good attitude,” said African-American freshman and
former St. Hillary’s student Kayla Thompson.“
There are no more excuses with Obama being
president,” said Bonner, a Marin City parent
and 1989 Tam alumni. “There are no more
excuses to say, ‘I can’t.’”
(continued on page 17)
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(continued from page 16)
A study conducted by professors from
Vanderbilt University, Northwestern, and
San Diego State University showed an improvement in academic performance among
African-Americans  after Obama was elected
president, which reduced the white-black
testing gap. These results were referred to as
the “Obama Effect.”

Redwood to lessen peer pressure by surrounding the student with different groups of
friends from outside the Marin City community. White grew up in Marin City and went
to a private high school. Her parents wanted
her to go to a school outside of the community to reduce her chances of experiencing
peer pressure and cutting classes.

“An African-American president helps people
believe that you can do whatever you want,”
said Monika White.

“My family did not want me to go to Tam
with my peers. When parents make a decision on what high school to send kids to, it
means that they care whether their kids succeed or not,” said White.

Despite all these programs, school officials
and students agree that parental involvement is important and necessary to help kids
become successful. Bonner is a substitute
teacher for the Marin City Sausalito School
District, a Resource Coordinator for San
Clemente Public Housing District in Corte
Madera, and a coordinator for the Marin
City Readiness Program, which serves over
100 low-income families to prepare preschool kids to ensure their success later on.
“A majority of my peers graduated at Tam,”
said Bonner. “I’d rather my kids do homework than chores. I check their homework.
If they don’t write [the assignments] down,
they’re in trouble.”
“My mom didn’t go to college, but she is
there for me and pushes me so I can do whatever I want in life,” said Monika White.
“Black parents should go volunteer and be
seen on campus,” said Beverly Freeman, a
Marin City parent.
A few Marin City parents believe that MLK
students have a better chance of being successful at a high school outside of the community. Seven to eight former MLK students
attend Redwood.
“I don’t agree with that [theory],” said
LaSandra White, the only African American
administrator in the Tam District and Assistant Principal at Redwood for seven years.
“Students from MLK can come here and not
do their work and not succeed.”
However, LaSandra White knows a couple
Marin City parents who sent their kids to

“My mom wanted me to be with a whole different group of kids. In my actual class, only
1 or 2 didn’t graduate,” said Gibson. “I personally think it has to do with the individual,
but for me and a couple of others, we had to
get out from our old groups of kids.”
“My parents sent me to Redwood so I hang
out less with my middle school friends,” said
Redwood junior and MLK alumni Ramona
Polk.
However, there are others who attend San
Andreas due to family issues, substance
abuse, and health issues, according to San
Andreas Principal Gerald Austin. San Andreas’ goal is to open up as many opportunities for students as possible after high school
school, such as going to a two or four-year
college, attending vocational school, or getting a job.
African-Americans face significant obstacles
in making the most of their high school
educations, including inadequate preparation for Tam, peer pressure from within their
own communities, a lack of role models and
racism.
Stories such as Bonner’s  prove that any
student can succeed at Tam, even in the face
of these challenges. Many organizations,
both on and off campus, strive to eliminate
obstacles similar to the ones Bonner faced.
Students should know that they have resources and support in their journey through
high school. v
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Selections from senior Hilary Marvin’s AP photo
portfolio.
In other photo news, congratulations to Devin
Patrick who was awarded third place in the
“Rising Stars 18th Annual High School Show” for
her photograph entitled “Morocco.”

SPORTS

Tam Spring Sports Update
Freshman Baseball
In league play Tam’s freshman baseball team
had four wins and two losses. Kit Larson was
the winning pitcher in all four of the wins,
and he came close to a perfect game against
Redwood. A number of the players will go on
to have good seasons with the junior varsity
and varsity next year, among whom are Andy
Barnett, Andrew Shields, Seth Gillis, Jason
Yanowitz, Sam Raffa, Graeme Black, Will
Haight, Connor Caproni and James Gilmore.
Six other freshmen went up to JV before the
season began; one can only imagine what the
freshman record would have been if these six
had remained on the team. Max Billig was the
team captain and did a great job all season long.

Boys’ Varsity Tennis
Returning from spring break, boys’ varsity tennis pushed its league record to 11-2 with one
final league match to play on April 23 against
Branson. The team defeated Drake 9-0 in a
rescheduled rainout and then fell to the 800
pound gorillas (aka Redwood) by a 2-7 score.
The MCAL team tournament begins the week
of April 27; Tam has secured the number two
seed and the team is looking forward to another
shot at Redwood.

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
As of April 22, the girls’ varsity lacrosse team
is 8-4 overall and 2-1 in MCALS with plans
to make the MCAL tournament and hopes to
advance to the NCS tournament. The leading
scorer is Tara Salisbury and Monica Mitlstein is
leading the ground balls, with Baylin Vreeland,
a freshman, stepping up as goalie. Harli Grant
and Catie Debenidictis (before an injury), have
been leading the defense and Amanda Weinberg is having a great first season playing Tam
Lacrosse. Coach Christina Samala is excited to
have a strong team of freshmen knowing these
girls will be playing at Tam for three more years.

Boys’ Volleyball
Tam boys’ volleyball was able to pull out a
win against the number one team, El Molino.
A large credit goes to Mott Schweitzer, who
conquered the MCAL league leader with
seven service points, two assists, 25 kills, eight
blocks and nine digs along with other star
players Conor Mills-Currie, Alex Perelsen, and
Ebrahim Azam. Coach David Wetzel said he is
proud of his Tam squad.
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“They had a cheer before and after every play to
keep the team unified. They kept playing. It
was an incredible match.

Tam Boys’ Golf
Tam boys’ golf is really gearing up for the
MCAL playoffs. According to Coach Mark
Campagna, “This team has talent. We really
want to make the NCS tournament. “
The talented players to watch are Jackson McDonald, Eddie Scarsella, Adam Ellis and Zack
Lindberg. And of course the talented sophomore, Ari Rieger who, during a medalist round
of 2-over-par 35, recorded the first hole-in-one
of his life to lead the Red-Tailed Hawks to a
182-203 victory over Justin-Siena in an MCAL
boys’ golf match at Mill Valley Golf Course.
Rieger, using a pitching wedge, aced the 121yard, par-3 seventh hole. Way to go Ari!
“Ari’s been playing great golf all year, he’s really
worked on his game,” Campagna said. “That
really set the tone for his finishing the round
and for the rest of the guys on the team, too.”

JV Girls’ Soccer
Tryouts for any team can be intimidating. How
about when the varsity team is the reigning
triple crown winner (league, MCAL, NCS) and
has 10 out of 11 starters returning? Knowing
that making varsity would be a near impossibility, 18 girls persevered through try-outs, bonded
under new coaches and have had a stellar run of
their own this season (7-2-1).
The JV girls’ soccer team has five sophomores
and 13 freshmen. Almost all of the girls came
up through the Mill Valley Soccer Club program and still play at the club level for Mill Valley or the Marin FC Club. The JV team is an
athletic bunch, with five girls from the winning
freshman basketball team and others having
participated on the cross-country team.
This strong foundation allowed them to hit the
ground running under the tutelage of Shane
Kennedy and assistant Annacy Wilson. Shane,
a landscape architect and soccer goalie coach,
has long assisted with the boys’ and girls’ soccer
teams at Tam. He is on a first-name basis with
most of the MCAL coaches and referees and
has advised Tam students in pursuing sports
in college. Besides coaching, Annacy attends
Sonoma State. Having graduated from Tam in
‘07, she was first team MCAL, captain and the
t h e tam f ami l y

Tam Boosters senior scholarship recipient.
“The girls are very aware of the legacy they will
be defending next year when all the seniors have
graduated,” says Jamie Firmage, father to JV
defensive player Caitlin and former president of
the MV Soccer Club and Tam alum.
Besides Jamie, there are three other Tam alumni
who are parents of JV team members: Tim
Amyx (daughter Nicole), John May (daughter
Jenna) and Julie Lea (daughter Jenna).
“The JV team is really fun to watch,” says
senior varsity player Maddy Boston, “No one’s
going to discount them next year!”

Tam Swimming – Boys’ & Girls’
The Tam High boys are currently undefeated,
7-0, with all relays qualified for NCS. Andrew
Latimer, Nolan Mattox, Richard Fineman and
Jake Weber are the current top swimmers and
NCS qualifiers.
The Tam High girls are currently 6-1 and in a
three-way tie for second place. Amelia Harvey,
Melissa Fineman, Erin Schlueter and Mattie
Winkler are on the NCS qualifying relay teams
and are the teams top MCAL contenders.

Hawks of the Week
Week of April 20:
Junior Cody Nagy, Swimming
Freshman Melissa Fineman,
Swimming
Week of April 6:
Senior Alex Kaiser, Tennis
Freshman Lilla McMillan,
Track & Field
Week of March 30:
Senior Alyssa Miller, Soccer
Senior Alicia Blose, Soccer
Week of March 23:
Senior Cole Chapman, Track & Field
Senior Olivia Blackstone,
Track & Field

SPORTS

Baseball

Freshman Sam Raffa at the plate

Seth Gillis

Graeme Black

Volleyball

Tennis

Ben Taska smashing a backhand against Drake’s
#6 singles seed. Photographer: Craig Eldred

Rob Greenberg serving against Drake’s #1
doubles team. Photographer: Craig Eldred

Boys Swimming

Freshman Kirk Wong is one of many new freshman swimmers bringing depth to the Tam boys’
team.

Conor Mills-Currie and Eli Pearlsan Block while
Ebrahim Azam, Mott, Cassim Azam and Alex
Perelson cover.

Girl’s Swimming

Senior Co-captain Cooper Parkerson provides
solid leadership to the Tam boys’ team.

The 200 meter freestyle relay team of Erin
Schlueter (above), Mattie Winkler, Amelia Harvey
and Melissa Fineman just broke the Tam team

Soccer
Tam vs MC
--SOPH Phebe
Miller #15 heads
ball away from
Tam’s goal.

Tam vs MC--SR Beth Leuin #17 steals ball from
Marin Catholic opponent and heads for the goal.

Tam vs San Rafael--JR Catherine Pastuhov #7
goes for the break away as team mate FRSH
Jessye Baker-Lavine #2 prepares to assist.
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3-4:30 PM – TUHSD COMMUNITY FORUM
6:30-8 PM – TUHSD COMMUNITY FORUM

4-8 PM – MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP AUDITIONS

8-9:30 AM – TUHSD COMMUNITY FORUM

7 PM – BOOSTERS MEETING

7 PM – PTSA MEETING WITH SPEAKER
COLLEGE & CAREER SPECIALIST SUSAN GERTMAN

7 PM – TUHSD BOARD MEETING

MAKE-UP TESTS FOR CA HIGH SCHOOL
EXIT EXAM

7 PM – P2P MEETING

8 PM – SENIOR PROM

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY – NO SCHOOL
FOR STUDENTS

MEMORIAL DAY – NO SCHOOL

7 PM – TUHSD BOARD MEETING

7 PM – CTE PRESENTS: SPRING ONE ACTS

9:45 AM – SENIOR FAREWELL RALLY

9 AM-1 PM – CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION

4

4

5

6

11

12

12-13

15

17

18

25

26

13-15
19-21
26-29

29

30

7 PM – SPRING CHORAL CONCERT

FINAL EXAMS FOR SENIORS

4

1-5

7:30 PM – AIM 6

GRADES 9-11 FINAL EXAMS
EARLY DISMISSAL 12:25 PM
(SEE PAGE X FOR DETAILED SCHEDULE)

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

6 PM – GRADUATION

5-6

9-11

11

11

ANNUAL FILM FESTIVAL

7 PM – SPRING INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT

3

TH

6:30 PM – SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT

2

JUNE 2009

6:30-11:30 PM – CINCO DE MAYO
FUNDRAISER

1

CALDWELL THEATRE

TAM STUDENT CENTER
DRAKE STUDENT CENTER

MILL VALLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER

GUS GYM

Location

MEAD THEATER

CALDWELL THEATRE

RUBY SCOTT GYM

RUBY SCOTT GYM

RUBY SCOTT GYM

FRONT CIRCLE

MEAD THEATER

CALDWELL THEATRE

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
REDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
REDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

REDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER

LIBRARY

HAWKS’ NEST

KREPS CONFERENCE CENTER
REDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

9:45 AM – MULTI-CULTURAL ASSEMBLY

1

MAY 2009
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