TA M A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Interim Principal Vieth
Dr. Bob Vieth began serving as the Tam High School Interim Principal on February 4, and
will continue in this role until the end of the school year. The former principal, Tom Drescher, resigned for personal reasons on January 28. We are currently in the process of
searching for a permanent principal who will be in place for the 2013-2014 school year.
Dr. Vieth comes to us with a wealth of teaching and leadership experience. He served
for 19 years as a public school principal with 11 of those years at the high school level,
most recently at San Marin High School in Novato. He began his career as a high school
science teacher and has taught special education as well. Dr. Vieth holds a Ph.D. from
UCLA, an M.A. in Special Education from St. Mary’s College, and a B.A. in Biology from
UC Berkeley.
Please rest assured that the Administration is working hard to make this a smooth
transition. With the support of the community, we look forward to new leadership and
opportunities for growth, both for our students and staff. Principal Vieth brings a fresh
perspective, and will help guide the school throughout this semester without interrupting
the excellent programs that are already in place.
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TA M P TS A

From the PTSA President
by Gwen Hubbard, PTSA President
The year is literally flying by! We have just finished “relaxing” from our February break, and March
is already upon us.
February PTSA/THF meeting updates: Our
joint PTSA/THF February meeting, which highlighted THF-funded projects with presentations by teachers and students, was incredibly inspiring. In fact, quite a few parents
expressed the desire to be back at high school
signing up for all the wonderful programs
offered at Tam. Many thanks to the teachers
and students who took the time out of their
evening to update us on a variety of projects:
• Sharlyn Sharf, teacher: AIM and Social Studies
• Jonah Steinhart, teacher; Billie Mandelbaum,
and Westley Emblidge, students: Journalism
• David Lapp, teacher: Physics
• Lara Corkrey, teacher: Science
• Ben Cleaveland, teacher; Heather Basarab,
guest artist; Madeline Hill, and Eliza Mantz,
students: CTE
Our Tam students and teachers are so fortunate to have the support of the THF, and
they recognize and appreciate the enhanced
learning that each of the funded projects provides. The word is clearly out, because our All
About Tam night, hosted for 8th graders and
their parents, was extremely well attended.
Over 150 people toured the campus!
PTSA Valentine’s Breakfast
Our PTSA Valentine’s breakfast was much ‘loved’ by the staff! Thank you to all of the
wonderful volunteers who brought treats, helped with decorations, set up or clean up.
Our next staff appreciation event is the annual luncheon on March 22. Email Lisa Donahue at
lisa49805@aol.com if you would like to assist with this.
Next Year’s PTSA
We are beginning the process of identifying
volunteers for next year, and know that we
have a need for your skills. The Tam High community thrives because of all the parents that
help in so many ways. Please, get involved,
meet other Tam parents, strengthen our community, and help us make a difference at Tam!
Upcoming Meeting: Focus on Teen Alcohol
and Drug use
We hope that you will join us for our next
meeting:
•W
 ednesday, March 6 at 7 pm in the Student
Center; Don Carney,
Director of the Marin County Youth Court, and high school students from
TUHSD, will speak about teen alcohol and drug use, interventions, and
what parents can do to help their children make the best choices.
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments at gwenhubbard@comcast.net.

Alcohol, Other Drugs, and our Children
Wednesday, March 6 at 7 pm in the Student Center
Please join us for an informative discussion on this important topic. Your attendance will
improve the conversation on how Tam High can better respond to the significant problem of
the use and abuse of alcohol and other drugs by teens in our school community.
Don Carney, Director of the Marin County Youth Court (a program of the Marin YMCA), will
describe the state of teen alcohol and drug use in Marin County and the activities of the Youth
Court. Learn how the unique concept of Restorative Justice is used, about the Education and
Prevention services provided, and how this important resource in Marin has helped hundreds
of parents and youth over the last 9 years.
Don will discuss signs of teen drug/alcohol abuse, present current information about the
importance of not using substances while the brain is developing, and how parents can help
their children make the best choices.
Don will be joined by high school students from our District (TUHSD), who will share their
perspectives about the kinds of support, assistance, and interventions that could have helped
them avoid Youth Court.
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F O U N D AT I O N S

News from PATH
by Heather Young, PATH Communications
SAVE THE DATE FOR PATH’S ANNUAL SOIREE
Spend a night out in the company of fellow art lovers at PATH’s biggest fundraiser of the year,
the Art Salon and Soiree, which will be held tomorrow night at Studio 333 in Sausalito. The
event will feature artwork by Tam students and teachers on display and for sale, as well as
complimentary food and wine courtesy of Frantoio, music by Queen’s Funk, and a silent and live
auction of items including dinner parties, adventures, original art, and more.
Proceeds will help fund art supplies, field trips, student art shows in the community, and more
for the Tam High visual arts program. Tickets will be $50 at the door.
TAM STUDENTS IN MARIN SOCIETY OF ARTISTS’ ANNUAL SHOW
Work by several Tam High visual arts students is currently on display at the Marin Society of
Artists’ 22nd Annual High School Art Show. The show features work by students from all area
high schools, as selected by their teachers.
Bella Jensen won Best in Show Painting, one of the judged awards
presented at the show. (Pictured to right)
Participating Tam students include:
Ceramics:
Nadine Bundschuh (Junior, Honors Ceramics),
Nick Henkel (Junior, Intermediate Ceramics),
Ben Richardson (Senior, AP Ceramics), and
Abel Wallace (Junior, Intermediate Ceramics),
Kai Wen Yu (Senior, AP Ceramics).
AP Studio Arts:
Lisanne Carmel (Senior)
Bella Jensen (Junior)
Colvin Kuhn (Senior)
Grace Lightner (Junior)
Dennis Lubensky (Junior)
Mae Puckett (Junior)
AP Photography:
Izzy Dalkhe (Senior)
Sam Gates (Senior)
Sarah Moses (Senior)
Cayli Swartz (Senior)
Camille Tupper (Senior)
The show will run through March 2 at the Marin Art and Garden Center.

Heart and Soul at THUMB
Valentine Dinner
On Friday, February 8, Ruby Scott Gym was
transformed. Festive lights and lanterns
adorned the room and over 40 tables
complete with glowing centerpieces were
arranged for a party. Hundreds of guests
showed up for an Italian dinner and dessert
catered by Focaccia (San Francisco), along
with coffee provided by La Coppa.
What was the occasion? It was the THUMB
Valentine Dinner and Concert—a fundraiser
and showcase for the talents of the Tam
High Music Department. The elegant setting
complemented the highlight of the evening,
the music. Student musicians, performing
mainly in solos and small ensembles, put their
heart and soul into their pieces.
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Thank you Thank you Thank you
Thank you so much to our Valentine Dinner co-chairs Jamee Sue Cochary and Claire
Johnston. They did a fabulous job. A special
thank you to “graduate” parent Judith Staples
for coming back to work her magic with the
spectacular decorations. Thank you to the
many music parents who volunteered their
time to make this event a smashing success.
And of course thank you to Spiro Tsingaris and
his troupe of musicians.
These students got another chance to
perform their pieces at the two Solo and
Ensemble concerts held the same week, at
the intimate Caldwell Theatre. It was a very
busy week filled with many different styles of
music -- classical, jazz, R&B, pop, rap, lounge
acts, and more.
Start Spreading the News - They’re leaving
in March…
Next up for the instrumentalists is preparation for the New York trip in March, where our Jazz Band
and Symphonic Orchestra will be performing at the WorldStrides Heritage Festival. There will, however,
be time to spare to see a Broadway play, take a dinner cruise, tour the Empire State Building and Lincoln
Center, as well as visit the 9/11 Memorial.

What Students and Teachers are Saying About
Tam High Foundation Grants
by Barbara Sobel, Tam High Foundation Communications Chair
“I’ve never been so proud or moved by what I’ve done in school.”
“Tam students are winners of the high school documentary film Emmy category every year we have
entered.”
“My favorite class at Tam is Journalism. I have taken it every year.”
“Tam students have won national scholastic journalism awards four of the last five years.”
“We now have precision equipment in the physics lab that is similar to what is available to students
at university labs and it will last for decades.”
“Netbooks are helping us transform science classrooms and student learning by creating a program
where we can provide individual teaching to meet every student’s needs.”
These are just some of the comments we heard from students and teachers who presented
at the recent Tam High Foundation/PTSA joint meeting. Five teachers, four students and one
guest artist spoke about the programs they have implemented with Tam High Foundation
grants and how they have improved teaching and student learning. Students and teachers also
mentioned the possibility of career opportunities for kids that they had never dreamed of as
direct benefit of the grants. The evening was inspirational for all.
The Tam High Foundation is close to reaching our $400,000 fundraising goal for this year, but
we still have a little ways to go. Thank you to those who have already donated. If you haven’t
given, please consider making a donation so that we can continue to fund the programs that
make a difference in your child’s education.
Every student’s experience at Tam is enriched by grants from the Tam High Foundation. From
guest artists, technology (iPads to computers) throughout the school, science and math equipment, resources for art classes, multimedia equipment in journalism and AIM, to PE equipment
and more, the Tam High Foundation adds to your child’s high school experience.
Teachers are currently submitting applications for major grants (over $10,000). Funds will be
granted early this spring. Help us reach our goal so that we can continue to fund these and
other valuable programs at Tam by making a donation to the Tam High Foundation today.
Every contribution makes a difference.
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Thank you for your support.
Donate by Mail:
Tam High Foundation, 700 Miller Avenue Mill Valley, CA 94941
Donate Online:
www.tamhighfoundation.org

Thank You Mill Valley Market
Thank You Mill Valley Market for our December
Promotion for Tam High Foundation that raised
$730!
In total Mill Valley Market has given $69,568 to Tam
since the start of their Shop & Give Program.
When you shop at Mill Valley Market, please
remember to always say “Tam High Foundation” at
the checkout register.
Thank you for supporting all of our shopping programs. It is an easy way to keep our programs
funded.
RENEW your Escrip at Safeway and Mollie Stone’s
SHOP the Amazon Link

LEAVE YOUR MARK AT
TAM HIGH!
EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING ON THE TAM CAMPUS
The outdated and under-utilized Student Center is undergoing a renovation. Phase One is nearing
completion with improvements to the interior, including fresh paint, stained concrete floor, soft seating
areas, laptop bar, microwave counter and water bottle filling station. It’s a pleasure to walk into the
student center and see students actively engaged in a multitude of activities which was the original
intent of the building.
Phase Two will include the installation of a
Nana Door, a sliding wall system, which will
open the student center to a
renovated outdoor courtyard (currently old
cracked asphalt). You can see to see photos
of Phase One and an artist’s rendition of
Phase Two at http://tampalooza.com.

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO LEAVE A PERMANENT MARK AT TAM
We are raising money for Phase Two through our Brick Campaign. You can buy a personalized brick
that will be incorporated into the hardscape design in the new student center courtyard.
The bricks make great birthday or graduation gifts. Here are some other ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Set your name in stone
Recognize a graduation
Remember a loved one
Honor your favorite teacher
Commemorate a class reunion
Immortalize your pet
Recognize a club or team
Shout out to your coach
Share your favorite quote
Promote your business
Go Hawks!

To purchase your personalized brick, click here.

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 9 for TAMPALOOZA!
Our spring fundraiser at Sweetwater Music Hall
We expect to sell out so get your tickets early at www.tampalooza.com. All proceeds will go towards the
Student Center Project. Let me know if you are interested in being a part of this event. We can always
use help with the silent or live auction, entertainment and underwriting.
We hope to see you there.
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STUDENT LIFE

News from the College and Career Center
by Susan Gertman, College and Career Specialist
sgertman@tamdistrict.org 380-3582
UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 14: POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING NIGHT
Tam will hold its Post-High School Planning Night on Thursday, March
14 at 6:30 pm in Ruby Scott Gym. Guest speakers will represent California Community Colleges, the California State University, University of
California and private colleges. Sophomores, juniors and their parents
are invited to attend this informative, once-a-year event.

TESTING
Students may register online for the SAT and ACT. Register early for a
convenient test site. Tam is not a test site. The Career Center has practice
books to help students prepare for college admissions tests. A few
good sources of free test preparation are Number 2, The Act, and
SAT CollegeBoard.

MARCH 22: COLLEGE OF MARIN REGISTRATION AT TAM
A representative from College of Marin will meet with seniors interested
in attending COM in the fall on Friday, March 22 during tutorial period
(9:45-10:45 am) in the computer lab. Students will receive registration
materials and assistance with online registration. They can learn about
educational and vocational opportunities and transfer options available
at COM. Passes are available in the College and Career Center.

Juniors who plan to apply to four-year colleges are advised to take the
SAT Reasoning Test this spring. Juniors may want to take the ACT in
addition to the SAT.

APRIL 17: COLLEGE OF MARIN PLACEMENT TESTS
Students planning to attend College of Marin in the fall may take the
required placement tests in English and math at Tam on Wednesday,
April 17 (9:00 am-noon) in the computer lab. The tests are held during
Star Testing, so seniors will not miss class. Sign up in the Career Center.
Make-up tests will be given at COM in May. Only students who have
registered to attend COM may take the placement tests.
MAY 6: MARIN COUNTY COLLEGE FAIR
More than 150 colleges and universities from across the country will
have representatives at the Marin County College Fair on Monday, May
6, (6-8 pm) at the Conlon Recreation Center at Dominican University of
California in San Rafael. There will also be talks on financial aid and college admissions tests. Students and parents are invited to attend. The fair
is sponsored by the Western Association of College Admissions Advisors.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Naviance is an excellent source of scholarship information. To access it,
sign in to the Naviance website and click on the College tab. Then scroll
down to the Scholarship and Money section. All scholarships that come
in to the College and Career Center are can be found on the Scholarship
List. There is also a scholarship search function.
COLLEGE VISITS
The timing of Tam’s spring vacation is perfect for visiting colleges
because students will be able to see the schools in session. For seniors,
these visits are often the deciding factor in choosing which college
to attend. For younger students, visits help clarify preferences. Even
students who do not think they want to remain in the Bay Area can
start their college search by visiting nearby campuses to get a feel for
schools that are large and small; urban, suburban and rural; public and
private, religious and secular.
Before visiting a college, it is a good idea to do some research online
and develop a list of questions. Call ahead or email to set up a tour or
information session.

CTE Presents…
The Skin of Our Teeth: The Post-Apocalyptic World of New Jersey
After a fall season that brought us a whirlwind of Arabian storytelling, Victorian
England gossip, and small town loneliness, CTE/TAM Drama kicks off its spring season
with a power-packed and imaginative show called The Skin of Our Teeth. This Pulitzer
Prize-winning play, written by legendary American playwright Thornton Wilder, will be
directed by guest artist Robert Ernst.
The Skin of Our Teeth opens on Monday, March 4 and plays through Friday, March
8 at the Caldwell Theatre, located at the back of Tam’s campus. Advance tickets can
be purchased up to eight hours before curtain at www.ctetam.org/tickets or at the
box office on the day of the performance starting at 6:00 pm. Ticket prices are $5 for
students and seniors and $12 for adults. Doors open at 6:30 pm and seating is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. No late seating please. The show begins promptly at 7:00
pm. Visit www.ctetam.org for more information. Please join us for this exciting and
imaginative show that kicks off our spring season.
Cast:
Emily Anderson
Dylan DeCotis
Christina Fallone
Sam Kassover
Jason Kirsten
Ben Knauer
Emily Malmquist
Tucker Nichols
Mac Parker
Glyn Peterson
Sarah Slain
Jackson Strike
James Trombadore
Michael Van Zandt

Crew:
Director: Bob Ernst
Stage Managers: Caitlin O’Shei and
Zaden Lipman
Costume Designer: Allie MacMillan
Lighting Designer: Matthew Kline
Props Designer: Matthew Barry
Set Designer: Britt Haegglund
Sound Designer: Duston Watts

All Female Cast in Julius Caesar at CTE/ Tam Drama March 20-23
by Susan Brashear, CTE Co-Program Director
One of Shakespeare’s most powerful plays involving conspiracy, betrayal, assassination
and lust for power will be presented by CTE in late March. An all-female cast, directed
by female director Cat Thompson, will be one of the highlights of the spring repertoire. Ms. Thompson’s adaptation of the classic story is streamlined and fast-paced,
lending itself to her stylized concept featuring strong ensemble work. Her choice to
do the play with all females is very exciting. She will also choreograph the fight scenes
and movement.
Caesar is Ms. Thompson’s first time directing for CTE although last year she was a
guest artist for second-year students, focusing on text work and acting seminars. Ms.
Thompson’s extensive experience as a professional actor specializing in Shakespeare
productions is a real plus. She has acted all over the Bay Area in both classic and
contemporary productions. Those who attended the Marin Shakespeare Festival will
recognize her as one of the regulars who entertain their audience season after season.
The cast includes juniors and seniors: Emily Burke, Austenne Caproni, Diana Gilmore,
Devon Lawrence, Emelia Michel, Mattie Naythons, Taylor Seebold, Brissa Teodora, Meg
Weisselberg, Lucy Black and Tessa King.
Designers are creating the world of the play include China Shaeffer (props), Evans
Levy (costumes), Emily Rostek (sound), Lecya Tyaglo (lights), and Briggs Woolley (set).
Audrey Stanton and Lila Hood are the stage managers. Kiera Atashkarian, Dillon Blair,
Christina Fallone, Tristan Patterson, Mike Van Zandt, and Elyse Fishground are crew for
the production.
All performances will be at 7:00 P.M. at the Daniel Caldwell Theatre, located at the back
of TAM’s campus. Purchase tickets online up to eight hours before curtain on the day
of the performances or at the box office on the day of the performance starting at
6:00 pm. Ticket prices are $5 for students and seniors and $12 for adults. Doors open
at 6:30 pm and seating is on a first-come, first-serve basis. Parents please use your
discretion in bringing younger audience members. Latecomers will be seated at the
discretion of the CTE staff. Plenty of parking is available in the nearby back parking lot.
For further information, visit CTE’s website: www.ctetam.org.
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SPORTS

Boosters Sports Report
Hats off to our Tam Varsity and JV basketball teams as they finish up their seasons in great fashion. The spring sports season is just getting underway
as this is written so we will bring you updates on those teams next month. The Varsity baseball and softball teams left for Cuba so we will report in
on their adventures next issue too.

Boys’ Varsity Basketball
As the curtain recently came down on the regular season, the boys’
varsity basketball team proudly posted the first winning record in at
least nine years. Joe Laland led the MCAL in assists with 5.1 per game.
Jackson Floum led the team in scoring with 10.5 points per game.
Junior Lorenzo Jordan and senior Michael Thomas both averaged over
six rebounds a game. The Hawks were willing to sacrifice their bodies:
Tam led MCAL in charges, with Thomas and Laland leading the way. The
team optimistically awaits an NCS invitation and an advantageous seed
for post-season competition.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball
The Hawks advanced to the MCAL playoffs after finishing 8-6 in league
play. Leading the team in scoring were freshman Amari Allison (7.6
points per game), junior Amanda Barriscale (7.1 per game), and junior
Elizabeth Archer (7.0 per game). Barriscale led the team in rebounding
with 6.5 per game. Senior Izzy Dahlke led the team in three-point shots
before suffering a late-season injury. The Hawks lost to Redwood in the
playoffs and await an NCS invitation.
Girls’ Junior Varsity Basketball

by Coach Matt Gillespie

The junior varsity girls’ basketball team finished the year 17-9, 9-3 in
MCAL, good for third place in the league.
Highlights included a signature win over previously undefeated
Marin Catholic, third place finishes in the Elsie Allen and Marin Catholic
tournaments, and a win over Salesian of Richmond to capture first place
in the St. Joseph (Alameda) tournament.
The backcourt was led by captains Bella Amyx, Lilah Yob, and Tania
Hernandez. Point guard Amyx was the second-leading scorer on the
team and led in field goals percentage (50%), assists (3.17) and steals
(4.5). Yob was second in field goal percentage, and Henandez, the
team’s only junior, led in three-point shooting.
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The lack of numbers at the freshman level forced the program to field
only two girls’ teams this year, and all freshmen girls were added to
the JV roster. Freshmen guards Colette Lowry and Adrienne Lee made
significant contributions off the bench, as did power forward Ali Merkl.
The cream of the freshman class turned out to be power forward Miki
Dahlke, who led the team in points per game (10.17) and rebounds
(12.83). She also added 2.83 steals per game and blocked 23 shots
during the MCAL season.
Dahlke’s front court partner, center Aja Foster, was a force in the middle,
leading the team with 2.25 blocks per game while ripping down 7.08
rebounds. Foster was also the team’s third-leading scorer.
Boys’ Junior Varsity Basketball

by Coach Ric Capretta

Tam JV boys’ basketball team finished one of its best seasons in the past
decade with an 18-8 record. The Hawks took sole possession of third
place in MCAL with an 8-6 record, an improvement over prior years. The
team had several big victories in the last half of the season including
double digit wins over tough rivals Marin Catholic and Justin Siena.
Ben Harris and Jack Elias were co-MVPs for the team this year - a unique
distinction. Harris led the team in four categories including: rebounding
at 7.3 per game and free throw shooting at 69%. Elias led the team in
five categories including scoring at 10.3 points per game, three-point
shooting at 43.5%, assists at 3.5 per game, and steals at 2.5 per game.
Anthony Mazzini led the team in blocks with 1.3 per game. Rayshawn
Austin received the Coaches Award for his passionate commitment to
the Tam JV basketball team.
The JV team was comprised of 11 sophomores and two juniors and
many players are poised to make the leap to the varsity level next winter.

No updates were received from the boys’ freshman basketball or the
wrestling teams.

Calendar
March & April 2013
MARCH
Date
2
4-8

Time/Event

Location
Studio 333 in Sausalito

7:00 pm - Tam High Art Salon & Soriee

Caldwell Theatre

7:00 pm - CTE Presents: The Skin of Our Teeth

6

7:00 pm - PTSA Meeting

Student Center

9

6:30-9:00 pm - Italian Night - Junior class fundraiser for Prom 2014

Student Center

12 - 13

Ruby Scott Gym

8:00 am - CAHSEE - all sophomores

7

7:00 pm - Safe & Sober Grad Night meeting (Senior parents)

13

7:00 pm - TUHSD Board Meeting

13

7:00 pm - Boosters Meeting

14

6:30 pm - Post-High School Planning Night for Sophomores

18

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY - NO SCHOOL

20 - 23

Library - Wood Hall
Kreps Conference Center - Redwood HS
Tam High Library
Student Center

Caldwell Theatre

7:00 pm - CTE Presents: Julius Caesar

21

5:30 pm - PATH Meeting

Tam High, Phoenix Room 400

22

9:45-10:45 am - College of Marin Registration at Tam (Seniors)

26

7:00 pm - Safe & Sober Grad Night meeting (Senior parents)

27

7:00 pm - TUHSD Board Meeting

Computer Lab
Library - Wood Hall
Classroom 2020 at Tam HS

APRIL
Date

Time/Event

Location

1

Spring Blood Drive

Student Center

3

7:00 pm - PTSA Meeting

Student Center

5

End of Reporting Period 5

8 - 12

SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL

For details and updates, check the calendar on the Tam High website: www.tamhigh.org

